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A  N 

ANSWER 

T  O    T  H  E 

U  E  R  I  E  S, 


THERE  are  few  propenfities  more  prevalent 
among  the  individuals  of  human  kind,  whofe 
tranfa&ions  have  been  the  leaft  removed  from  the 
moft  common  that  can  happen,  than  a  perfuafion 
that  the  daily  occurrences  of  their  lives  are  of  fo 
intereiling  a  kind,  as  to  be  highly  deferving  the 
attention  of  the  public.  This  opinion  of  their  im 
portance  chiefly  arifes  from  the  partiality  of  felf- 
love.  Each  of  them  not  only  obferves,  with  a  de 
preciating  eye,  the  actions  of  other  men-,  but  be 
holds,  in  a  too  favourable  afpeclr,  his  own  alfo. 
From  this  origin  have  fprung  the  numerous  me 
moirs  and  lives  which  have  been  obtruded  on  the 
world,  not  only  by  men  who  have  been  their  own 
biographers  •,  but  by  fuch  alfo  who  have  applied, 
to  the  talents  of  others,  through  a  corifcious  de 
ficiency  in  their  own.  The  motive  of  my  ap 
pearing  before  the  public,  on  this  occafion, 
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arifes  not  from  that  caufe,  but  from  the  defire  of 
not  being  deemed  more  culpable  than  I  am  ;  and 
of  defending  my  ft  If  from  iuch  calumny,  as  no 
man,  the  Icaft  kifceptibie  of  the  emotions  of  an 
honeft  heart,  can  fuller  to  remain  unanfwered, 
without  being  juftly  charged,  either  with  an  un 
pardonable  infenfibility  to  the  claims  of  character  -9 
or  with  an  impoffibility  of  obviating  the  accufati- 
ons  which  are  laid  againft  him.  For  although  no 
man  of  ienfe  will  think  it  either  neceiTary,  or  even 
prudent,  to  reply  to  the  obloquy  and  invectives  of 
anonymons  writers,  who  may  have,  defamed  him 
by  a  relation  of  circumftances  that  never  exifted  •, 
by  mifreprefentations  of  thofe  which  have,  when 
they  are  not  of  an  immoral  nature,  and  of  no 
concern  to  the  public-,  yet  does  it  lometimes  hap 
pen,  although  the  accnter  withhold  his  name,  that 
the  facts  on  which  he  grounds  his  accuiations  may 
be  incontrovertible,  notwithstanding  the  manner, 
in  which  they  are  reprefented,  imparts  a  faliehood 
to  all  that  he  relates ;  and  the  nature  of  them  may 
be  fo  criminal,  that  to  abftain  from  attempting  a 
refutation,  would  be  juftly  confulered  as  a  con- 
cefiion  to  their  truth,  and  adequate  to  lelf-con- 
demnation. 

Innumerable  are  the  instances  of  the  former 
kind  of  publications  againft  me,  to  which  I  have 
never  given  the  leaft  reply.  Of  the  latter,  there 
has  appeared  a  paper,  in  the  Public  Ledger,  of 
the  loth  of  Auguft,  which  no  man,  who  is 
not  dead  to  every  laudable  fenfation,  can  fuffer 
and  remain  in  filence.  The  malevolence  it  con 
tains  is  directed  againft  the  molt  eftimable  part 
of  every  man's  character,  his  integrity.  It  is 
foleiy  on  that  account  that  I  am  induced,  in  this 
manner3  to  make  my  appeal.  And  I  would  wil 
lingly 
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lingly  hope,  that,  on  fo  interefting  an  occafion; 
the  vindication  of  a  private  man  will  not  be  deem 
ed  an  impertinent  obtrufion  on  the  public. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  a  paper  was  printed  in 
the  Public  Ledger,  under  the  denomination  of  "a 
"  character  of  Dr.  Shebbeare."  In  this  notable 
performance,  it  was  laid,  that  "John  Shebbeare 
"  was  bred  an  apothecary,  if  he  had  any  breeding, 
"  dubbed  a  doctor  of  phyfic  at  a  foreign  feminary, 
"  where  degrees  are  helcl  in  equal  eftimatiori  as  at 
"  a  Scotch  univerfity  :  that  is,  afies  might  have, 
"  if  aifes  could  bray  or  pay  for  them."  This,  I 
imagine,  is  the  firlt  time  it  has  been  afierted,  that 
arTes  are  not  doctors  of  phyfic,  becaufe  they  cannot 
bray.  However,  from  this  ipecimen  of  this  writer's 
wit,  fatire,  and  good  manners,  may  it  not  be  fairly 
inferred,  that  he  is  juftly  entitled,  by  his  talents, 
to  the  degree  of  doctor,  without  being  obliged 
*Q  pay  for  them.  In  whatever  part  of  the  world 
I  took  my  degree,  I  would  hope  that  what  I  have 
written  in  phyfic,  has  neither  dilgraced  the  uni 
verfity  from  which  1  received  it,  nor  induced  the 
faculty  to  pronounce  me  a  novice  in  my  profeffion. 

However,  "  being  thus  dignified,"  he  lays,  "  I 
"  fet  up  for  a  writer,  and  received  fubfcriptions, 
"  to  a  confiderable  amount,  for  an  hiftory  of  Eng- 
"  land,  which,  to  this  hour,  has  never  been  pub- 
"  lifhed."  To  this  part,  he.  mall  receive  an  an- 
fwer,  when  I  come  to  examine  his  paper  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft. 

He  then  lays,  I  "poured  out  fuch  foul  abufe  on 
"  the  late  king,  that  the  miniftry,  more  loyal 
"  than  the  prelent,  proceeded  againft  me  with 
"  juftice."  in  this  place,  I  apprehend,  this  gen 
tleman-like  writer  lies  under  a  miitake.  In  what 
did  I  pour  foul  abufe  on  che  late  king,  or  on  any 
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other  peribn?    And  when  he  pronounced  the  mi- 

niftry  of  that  king  to  be  more  loyal  than  the  pre- 

fent,  had  he  forgotten  that  thefe  loyal  minifters  of 

George  the   fecond,   when  rebellion  was  in  the 

realm,  in  one  body  threatened  to  defert  him,  un- 

lefs  he  difmifled  lord  Granville  from  his  fervice, 

and  obtained  their  end  ?  have  the  prefent  miniftry 

prefumed  to  treat  their  fovereign  with  an  infult  fo 

egregioufly  difloyal  ?    have  any  minifters  fince  his 

majefty's  acceffion  to  the  throne,    facrificed  the 

honour  and  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain  to  German 

interefts  ?  have  they  chained  a  Britilh  fleet  in  the 

bay  of    Gibraltar,    whilft  thofe   of   France  were 

uniting,  in  order  to  obtain  the  retreat  of  a  French 

army,  from  the  confines  of  Hanover  ?  have  they 

defeated  an  expedition  againft  Rocheforte,  for  the 

lake  of  concluding  a  treaty  at  Clofter-Seven  :  or 

are  fuch  tranfactions  the  proofs  of  .loyalty  in  this 

writer's    opinion  ?    if    they    profecuted    me  with 

juftice,  did  I  not  attonefor  the  offence  with  a  fuf- 

ficient  fuffcring  ?  however,  he  adds,  "  the  doctor, 

"  .by  this,    obtained  his  end :    he  received  a  pu- 

"  nifhment,  which,  to  a  virtuous  character,  would 

'  be  worfe  than  death  ;   to  him  it  was  dijiingmjhed 

*'  exaltation."     Does  it  not  feem  to  be  a  fingular 

conceit  of  his,  that  I  wrote  on  purpofe  to  be  pu- 

nifhed  ?    and,    if  the  punifhment  can   conftitute 

the  crime,  J  am  apprehenfive  this  ingenious  write* 

will  be  mightily  puzzled  to  prove  that  the  martyrs, 

and  even  the  apoftles,  whofe  punifhmems  were 

greater  than  mine,  were  not  men  of  lefs  virtuous 

character  than  I  am.     As  to  my  exaltation,  it  was 

diftinguimed  enough.     And,  if  that  were  my  end 

in  writing,  I  obtained  it.     And  fo  far  am  I  from 

a  defire  of  engroffing  fuch  diftinguimed  exaltation, 

that  J  fincerely  wifh  the  writer  of  this  paper,  anci 

of 
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of  another,  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  may  be  re 
warded  according  to  his  deferts ;  and  then  he  will 
be  equally  diftinguifhed  and  exalted. 

Upon  this  exaltation,  it  feems,  "  I  became  no- 
<c  ticed  and  iniblent:  ever  fupercilious,  and  now 
"  contemptibly  arrogant,  affected  an  air  of  great- 
"  nefs,  and  frowned  difapprobacion  on  kings, 
*'  treated  Galen  with  contempt,  no  longer  thought 
"  of  fupplying  hofpitals  with  bandages,  but  pre- 
"  fcribed  for  the  conftitution,  propofed  ilyptics  to 
"  heal  its  wounds,  and  wilhed,  like  another  Sa- 
"  cheverel,  to  fee  my  comely  portrait  grace  the 
*l  bottom  of  an  old-maid's  urinal:"  all  which 
being  fo  prettily  told,  fo  ftriftly  decent,  and  fo 
important  to  the  public,  what  pity  it  is  that  I  can 
not  acquiefce  in  the  truth  of  things  that  would  do 
jne  fo  much  honour ! 

This  gentleman-like  writer  now  fays,  "  the 
**  doctor  had  his  wifh :  he  became  popular ;  if  to 
M  be  known  for  a  libeller  of  the  king,  and  deipifed 
"  as  a  traducer  of  the  revolution,  can  be  deemed 
"  popularity."  Now,  it  fo  happens  that  I  was  not 
accuied  of  libelling  the  king,  or  of  traducing  the 
revolution,  but  of  writing  a  fixth  letter  to  the 
people  of  England,  and  therefore  I  could  neither 
be  found  guilty  of,  nor  known  for,  either  of  thofe 
offences :  nor  did  I  become  popular  on  thefe,  or 
on  any  other  accounts.  And  yet,  the  firfl  of 
them,  alone,  hath  fince  furnced  to  make  one  man 
the  mod  popular,  and  the  moft  fignal  patriot  of 
the  age.  He  continues :  "  and  thus,  pointed  at 
*c  by  the  rabble,  difdained  by  men  of  fenfe,  and 
**  execrated  by  every  friend  to  the  family  on  the 
ic  throne,  I  was  a  proper  fubjecT:  for  minifters  like 
u  the  prefent  to  penfion,  to  patronize,  and  to 
_**  employ."  Among  the  men  of  fenfe,  will  this 

writer 
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Writer  prefume  to  count  himfelf,  who  in  every  line 
gives  demonftration  that  he  mtift  be  eminent 
among  the  rabble  :  or  among  the  friends  of  the 
family  on  the  throne,  whole  allegiance  expired 
with  the  late  king:  if  we  may  judge  from  his 
filence  refpefting  his  prefent  iovereign,  arid  his 
farcafm  on  the  minifters? 

Thefe  minifters,  I  find,  are  as  reprobate  as  rhy- 
felf.  And,  as  finnles  fimilibus  gaudent*  I  expect  tney 
will  improve  their  -patronage  of  me.     For  can  it  be 
confident,  either  with  honour  or  conicience,  toiuffer 
ine  to  be  traduced,  as  magnificently  as  if  I  were  a 
lord  of  the  treasury  at  lead,  for  io  t'mall  a  fum  as  two 
hundred  a  year?  if  this  circumltance  be  not  duly  re 
garded,  to  be  calumniated  can  no  longer  be  eit.eem- 
ed  the  infeparable  chara&eriftic  of  a  great  man. 
For  their  own  fakes,  therefore,    I   humbly   hope 
that  they   will  exalt   me,  not  in  this  writer's  way, 
that  I   may  approach  more  nearly  to  their  height; 
and  that  no  further  difgrace  be'  brought  on  their 
greatneis,  by  a  liberality  of  malediction°on  a  perfo'n 
lo  inferior  as  I  am,  both  in   rank   and  profit,  and 
fuch  as  would  do  honour  to  a  fecondary,  if  not  a 
prime  minifter.     As   to  the  affair  of  my  employ 
ment,  ^this  gentleman  and  a  multiplicity  of  others, 
by  their  judicious  treatment  of  his  majefty  and  his 
minifters,  the    propriety    of  their   reprefentations, 
the  truth  of  their  affenions,  the  force  of  their  ar~ 
guments,  the  wit  and  iatire   of  their  publications, 
have  driven  the  band  of  penfioners  quite  out   of 
the  field;  rendered  all  writing   on  the   fide  of  ad- 
mini  ft  ration   unnecefTary  ;  and    produced   the  very 
effects  which  were   diametrically  oppofite  to  their 
intention.      Have  they  not  evinced,    in  a  manner 
that  can  require  no  anfwer,  that  his  majelty  is  an 
arrant  Jacobite,  and  is  now  actually  preparing  to 

iurrender 
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furrer.der  his  crowns,  kingdoms,  and  dominions 
to  the  pretender  :  that  in  order  to  facilitate  this 
wonderful  revolution,  he  is  now,  by  all  poflible 
means,  endeavouring  to  bring  popery  ding  dong 
into  this  realm;  to  eftablifh  the  mals  by  bell,  book 
and  candle,  and  within  fix  weeks  to  rekindle  the 
fires  in  Smithfield  j  that  the  archbifhops  and  bi- 
fhops,  who  protdt  againft  the  popifh  religion,  and 
the  minifters  who  proteit  againft  all  religions,  are 
united  heart  and  hand  in  this  idolatrous  defign. 
That,  by  affenting  to  a  ftatute  enacted  for  the 
eftablifhmcnt  of  a  legiOature,  in  Canada,  accord 
ing  to  the  requeft  of  the  fubjects  in  that  province, 
his  majefty  hath  violated  his  coronation  oath,  in 
which  he  i  wears  to  govern  according  to  the  ftatutes 
of  this  realm ;  and  that  by  thus  acting,  ac 
cording  to  this  requeft  of  the  Canadians,  he  hath 
made  them  all  flaves,  they  and  their  progeny  for 
ever, 

In  like  manner  have  they  not  proved,  that  his 
majefty  hath  moft  egregiouily  infracted  the  firft  ar 
ticle  of  Magna  Charta,  in  which  ic  is  faid,  "  the 
"  church  of  England  (hall  be  free,  enjoy  all  her 
*'  rights  entire,  and  her  liberties  unhurt."  That  this 
infraction  is  accomplifhed  by  permitting  the  Cana 
dians  to  enjoy  the  religion  in  which  they  were  bred, 
which  was  granted  them  on  the  capitulation  ac 
Quebec,  and  is  that  very  religion,  which  alone 
exifted  in  England,  when,  for  the  prefcrvation  of 
the  church,  this  very  Magna  Charta  was  made  ?  all 
which  things  are  proved  in  a  manner  fo  convinc 
ing,  that  nothing  remains  to  be  written  againft 
them  that  can  add  vigour  to  the  effects  they 
have  produced  in  the  minds  of  all  men  of 
common  underftandings.  By  thefe  means  are  we 

noc 


not  fupplanted,  and  they  become  the  mihi- 
fter's  befl  friends  ?  And,  if  the  effect  may  be  di 
vided  from  the  caufe,  are  they  not  the  propereft 
objects  for  being  penfioned  ?  But  alas !  fuch  are 
the  fublime  and  difinterefted  fenciments  of  their 
fouls,  and  fuch  their  animofity  to  corruption,  that 
the  thought  of  forfaking  patriotifm  for  pence,  can 
find  no  entrance  into  fuch  pure  and  conftitutional 
bofoms. 

Naturalifts  have  remarked  that,  of  all  animals, 
a  hog  is  the  leaft  formed  for  fwimming  :  and  when 
ever  he  prefumes  to  undertake  it,  that  from  his 
want  of  (kill  in  that  exercife,  he  cuts  his  throat  by 
the  mifapplication  of  his  fore-feet  •,  perifhes  in  the 
prefumption ;  is  given  to  the  dogs ;  and  men  are 
deprived  of  many  a  good  ham  and  flitch  of  bacon. 
This  animal  I  take  to  be  the  archetype  of  the 
prefent  antiminifterial  writers.  For,  by  having  en 
gaged  the  right  hoof  in  that  tafk,  to  which,  by  na 
ture,  they  are  unequal,  they  have  cut  their  own 
throats-,  are  become  carrion  ;  (link  in  the  noftrils 
of  all  honed  men  •,  are  food  only  for  the  hounds 
of  modern  patriots  -,  and  the  world  is  thereby 
robbed  of  many  a  (lout  ploughman  and  nimble 
taylor. 

On  this  account,  I  humbly  intreat  that  the  pa 
triotic  gentlemen,  who  have  the  intereft  of  poor 
old  England  fo  much  at  heart,  and  find  their  pre 
fent  penmen  fo  ablblutely  incorrigible,  will  with 
hold  them  from  thefeaclsof  luicide,  and  hire  ibme 
able-headed  writer,  to  publiih  fomething  clever 
againft  the  miniftry.  And  I  \vifh  it  might  contain 
a  plentiful  fprinkling  of  point,  epigram,  and  an- 
tithefis,  drefled  in  fublime  diction,  adorned  with 
the  blooming  flowers  of  rhetoric,  and  animated  by 
a  ftrut  of  important  ftyle,  raifing  private  events 

into 
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into  public  mifchiefs,  converting  meritorious  cha- 
raders  into  the  deitroyers  of  their  country,  and  the 
vileft  of  men  into  the  mod  difinterefted  defenders 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  friends  of  liberty. 
Unlels  this  be  fpeedily  done,  I  greatly  apprehend 
that  we  poor  penfioners  mud,  through  mere  po 
licy,  be  obliged  to  write  againft  the  minifters,  in 
order  to  produce  a  calumny  that  may  be  worthy  of 
a  reply  ;  and  thereby  to  preferve  ourfelves  irtfome 
degree  of  confideration  with  thole  at  the  head  of 
public  affairs. 

The  gentleman,  having  exerted  his  amazing 
talents  on  me,  proceeds  to  a  fecond  exercife  of 
them,  on  my  fon,  and  fays,  "John  Shebbeare, 
*6  the  fon  of  the  former,  was  defigned  for  an  at- 
*6  torney's  office,  where  he  might  have  cut  a  fi- 
"  gurei"-  and  thus,  this  gentleman  proves  him- 
felf  to  be  as  great  a  conjuror  as  he  is  a  writer.  For 
he  not  only  difcovers  my  defigns  •,  but  pronounces 
for  what  my  fon  is  fit,  without  information  of  the 
former,  or  experience  of  the  latter.  He  perfifts : 
"  at  the  inlligation,  if  not  at  the  expence  of  Dr. 
"  Wilfon,  he  was  lent  to  Oxford,  to  learn  Jaco- 
"  bitifm,  under  the  famous  Dr.  King,  and  to 
"  preach  up  obedience,  for  conscience  fake,  to  the 
"  de  fatto  king  on  the  throne."  It  is  time  enough 
to  anfwer  the  //,  when  it  is  alTerted  as  a  faft ;  in 
the  mean  while,  neither  I  nor  my  fon  have  the 
kaft  inclination  to  diibwn  the  favours  we  have  re 
ceived  from  Dr.  Wilfon:  whatever  they  were,  we 
accepted  them  with  due  acknowledgement,  and 
remember  them  with  gratitude.  But  if  my  fon 
were  lent  to  learn  Jacobitifm  at  Oxford,  he  egre- 
gioufly  mifapplied  his  time  \  even  according  to  the 
opinion  of  this  able  writer.  For  it  has  been  hither 
to  thought,  that  Jacobites  are  taught  obedience, 

C  for 
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for  confriencc  fake,  to  a  king  dejure.  But,  it  feems, 
my  Ton  learnt  to  preach  obedience,  for  conf denes 
fake,  -to  a  king  de  fafto.  Which  is  juft  as  fenfible 
as  to  fay,  that,  being  bound  an  apprentice  to 
a  (hoe-maker,  he  learnt  his  trade  by  making  hob* 
nails.  Now  it  fo  happens  that  he  is  convinced 
that  our  fovereign  on  the  throne  is  king  de  jure^  as 
well  as  defafto.  Does  not  this  circumllance  fully 
evince  how  admirably  this  gentleman  is  qualified 
to  write  on  political  Jubjedts  ? 

He  continues-,  "happily,  this  young  man's 
*'  parts  not  riling  above  mediocrity,  he  has  neither 
"  difgraced  the  kingdom  nor  himfelf,  by  any  pub- 
"  lication  in  the  literary  way."  I  am  obliged  to 
the  gentleman  for  his  civility:  and  am  heartily 
forrf  I  cannot  return  him  the  compliment,  refpecl- 
ing  bis  parts  and  to  publications.  However,  it 
feems,  "  Dr.  Wilfon  employed  this  Ton  of  mine  to 
"  prove,  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  confcientious, 
*c  that  a  flained-glafs  window  might  be  fet  up  over 
"  the  altar-piece  of  St,  Margaret's  church,  with- 
"  out  an  idolatrous  intention.  This  proof,  worked 
*«  up  into  a  pamphlet,  was  foon  found  on  flails ; 
"  for  even  the  finding  boys  thought  it  a  defpicable 
"  compofition."  The  moil  ftriking  part  of  this 
paragraph  is  itsconfiilency  with  the  former.  For, 
it  feems,  "  the  young  man,  who  had  not  difgraced 
u  himfelf  by  any  literary  publication,"  had,  ne- 
verthelefs,  difgraced  himfelf  by  publifhing  a  com 
pofition  too  defpicable  for  the  approbation  of  the 
finging  boys,  who,  as  they  are,  undoubtedly,  mod 
excellent  judges,  ought  to  be  deemed  of  great 
weight  in  literary  fubje&s.  It  appears,  how 
ever,  from  this  circumiiance  of  the  finging  boys, 
that  this  difcerning  writer  hath  miftaken  Sr.  Mar 
garet's  church  for  Weftminfter-Abbey  :  for  to  the 

latter, 
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latter,  I  conceive,  the  Tinging  boys  belong.  "The 
44  •proof)  however,  was  worked  up  into  a  -pamphlet^9 
which  pafiage,  had  it  been  written  by  a  man  of 
common  underftanding  0nlyy  would  have  been,  the 
pamphlet  worked  up  into  a  prooj ,  "  was  foon  found 
44  on  (tails  •,"  where  it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for 
the  incomparable  publications  of  this  gentleman. 
They  have  received  their  proper  application,  have 
difcharged  their  duty,  and  are  funk  to  that  place 
of  repoie,  which  is  dedined  for  all  fuch  ufcful 
performances. 

Errors,  like  ft  raws,  upon  the  furface  flow  : 
He  that  would  feck  for  pearls  muft  dive  below. 

The  gentleman  proceeds :  44  the  young  man, 
"  quitting  all  further  attempts  to  book-making, 
44  took  orders,  fvvallowed  the  whole  thirty- nine, 
4C  and  blefled  himfelf  to  think,  that  what  (luck  in 
4C  other  people's  throats,  the  capacioufnes  of  his 
4C  thorax  could  digeft,  without  a  fmgle  palliative: 
cc  and  as  the  father  commenced  politician,  fo  the 
46  fon  commenced  theologue,  through  neceffhy." 
As  to  the  "  book-  making,"  I  mall  fay  nothing: 
but,  if  this  defcription  of  this  young  man  be  to 
be  relied  on,  he  mult  be  of  as  fingular  a  conforma 
tion  in  his  bodily,  as  in  his  mental  parts.  Firft, 
he  has  i wallowed  the  whole  thirty-nine  orders.  Till 
now,  I  never  heared  of  more  than  two\  priefts 
and  deacons.  In  the  writings  of  almoit  any  other 
icribe,  it  might  have  been  imagined,  that  he  had 
miftaken  orders  for  articles.  But  in  him  who  talks 
of  the  thorax  as  the  place  of  digeftion,  can  it  be 
lefs  than  fhare  ignorance  ?  however,  it  feems,  this 
young  man  is  the  only  clergyman,  in  whofe  throat 
chefe  thirty-nine  orders  did  not  ftick,  which  feems 

C    2  tO 
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to  be  fomewhat  furpr  Ting,  fincefo  many  thoufands 
are  now  walking  about,  all  alive,   unchoaked.by 
them.     Be   that   as   it    may:    they   were  cleverly 
fwallowed  into  his  capacious  thorax.     Till  now,  it 
has  been  thought  that  the   throat  led  into  the/0- 
wacb  >    but,  in   my  young  man,  it  leads   into  the 
thorax*  where,  it  feems,  they  are  digefted,  with 
out  u  palliatives."     Hence  it  is  clear,  that  my  fon 
has  his  ftomach  where  others  have  their  lungs,  and 
his  lungs  where  others   have   their  ftomachs  ;    or 
that  the  ftomach  is  placed  in   the  thorax  together 
with  the   lungs.     As  this  is  the  only  true  and  ge 
nuine  formation  of  a  church  of  England  divine  ; 
as  my  young  man  is  the  only   perfon  fo  formed  ; 
and  he  alone  has  fwallowed  the  whole  thirry-nine 
'orders*  and  blefied  himfelf  that  they  did   not  flick 
in  his  throat,  why  are  the  miniftry  fo  blind  to  fuch 
fmgular  qualifications  ?  why  do  they  not  make  him 
a  dean  at  leaft  to  begin  with  ?    is  nor  this  amazing 
neglecl  of  advancing  the  only   man  who  is  truly 
formed  to  be  every  thing  in  the  church  of  Eng 
land,  a  mod  convincing  proof,  and  the  only  one 
I  wifh  to  have  removed,  that  his  majefty   and   his 
minifters  are   rank   papifts.     For   to   what   other 
reafons  can  it  be  imputed,  that  the   only   man  in 
the  kingdom,    fo  truly,  fo  ecclefiaftically,  and  fo 
cannonically  formed,  mould  remain   without  pre 
ferment?     And  is  not  this  the  firft  time  that  pal 
liatives  have  been  faid  to  digeft  ?  Will  it  not  prove 
an  embarrafllng  iubjccl:,    to  decide  whether  this 
gentleman  be   more  incomparable  as  a  divine,  an 
anatomift,    a  phyficisn,  or  a  writer  ?    and,  let  me 
tell  him,  if  nece/ay  made  me  a  politician,  and  the 
young  man  a  theologue^   as   he  calls  him,  we  have 
much.'  to  offer  in  our  behalf,  from  being  compelled 
by  fo  irrefiftable  a  caufe, 

Tho 
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The  gentleman  now  returns  to  me  :  "  the  fuc- 
"  cefs  of  the  one,  however,  involved  in  it  the 
"  profperity  of  the  other."  Being  found  guilty 
of  a  libel,  {landing  on  the  pillory,  three  years  im- 
prifonment  and  a  fine  feem  to  be  but  an  odd  fuc- 
cels  on  my  fide.  However,  it  involved  in  it  the 
profperity  of  my  young  man.  I  have  heared  it 
faid,  "  happy  is  the  child  whofe  father  goes  to  the 
"  devil ;"  but  I  never  heared,  till  now,  that  the 
fame  good  fortune  attends  the  children  of  thofe  who 
ftand  on  the  pillory,  yet  I  hope  it  will  prove  true. 
However,  the  writer  may  take  the  hint,  be  equally 
fuccefsful,  and  involve  in  it  the  profperity  of  his 
own  progeny,  by  the  like  means.  The  holes  are 
open  to  him.  He  now  adds,  "  for  as  old  Sheb- 
"  beare  exhibited  his  bronzed  phyz  through  the 
64  hole  of  a  pillory,  as  he  was  elevated  on  a  wood- 
"  en  roftrum,  he  gained  admirers  (as  culprits  at 
"  the  gallows  gain  pity)  from  the  beholders." 
Now,  as  I  was  not  the  maker  of  my  own  phyz, 
by  what  means  could  I  prevent  its  qualities  ?  I  ex 
hibited  the  beft  face,  and  the  bed  apparel  1  had  ; 
and  I  was  attended  with  good  company.  And,  if 
I  gained  admirers,  I  fee  no  occalion  for  exhibiting 
a  better.  As  to  the  companion  of  pity  and  the 
gallows,  I  would  advife  this  writer  to  referve  the 
latter  for  himielf,  as  the  only  means  by  which  he 
can  obtain  the  former.  "  Amongft  thefe  behold- 
"  ers,"  as  he  fays,  "fome  of  them  complimented 
"  my  fapient  Ton  with  a  valuable  church  living." 
Now  it  fo  happens,  that  this  living  was  prefented 
by  a  lady,  as  guardian  to  her  two  grand 
daughters  ;  the  firit  of  thefe  was  then  in  Lanca- 
ihire,  and  the  children  were  then  unborn.  On  this 
account,  I  humbly  prefume  that  neither  of  them 

could 
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could  have  been  my  beholder  on  that  day  of  ex 
altation. 

And  now  fays   this   incomparable  fcribe,    "  if 
"  the  reader's  indignation  is  excited,  by  the  con- 
"  duct  of  the  former,  that  indignation  'mould  be 
"  a  little  foftened,  out  of  pity  to  the  latter,  who 
"  has  fome  virtues."     I  am  glad  he  acknowledges 
that.     But  why,  then  has  he  abufed  him,  without 
provocation  r    he  then  adds,  cc  but  what  virtues 
"  either  of  them  may  pofTt-fs  are  almoft  totally 
"  eclipfed   by  an   immoderate  mare  of  vanity  ?" 
and  thus,  it  feems,  that  1  have  fome  virtues  alfo. 
But  what  is  this  immoderate  fhare  of  vanity  ?    it 
is  that,    "  thofe  who  know  the  family  can  bear 
"  witnefs,  that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  (after 
<6  the  doctor's  exaltation  on  the  pillory)  for  them 
"  to  boart,  that  they  were  of  French  extraction 
"  and  allied,  by  the  grandmother's  fide,  to  fome 
"  of  the  antient  kings  of  France."     As  this  gen 
tleman  feems  to  be  the  very  quintefcence  of  truth, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  knows  fomebody, 
who  knows  the  family,    who  can   bear  witnefs  to 
the  preceding  circumstance.     But  it  is  all  news  to 
me.   Forlamandever  mail  be  toomuch  anEnglifh- 
man,  to  entertain  the  vanity   of  being  thought  of 
French  extraction.    Unlefs,  it  can  be  proved,  that 
I  am  defcended   from  his  moil  chriftian   rnajefty. 
Then,    indeed,    my  loving  couQn,    the    king   of 
France,  may  recommend  me  to  bis  loving  coufin, 
the  king  of  Great-Britain,    and  fome  advantage 
may  be  derived  from   my  confanguinity.     How 
ever,  I  am  more  than  fufpicions,  that  my  pedigree 
cannot  bear  witnefs  to   this  defcent^  the  moil  ex 
traordinary,    I  believe,  that  has  ever  been  known, 
It  is  that  L  am  allied,  by   the  grandmother's  fide, 
to  fome  of  the  antient  kings  of  France.     Till  this 


time 
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time,  I  always  imagined  that,  like  other  men,  I  had 
a  father  and  mother,  and  that  each  of  them  had  a 
father  and  mother  alib  -}  and  therefore  that  I  mud 
have  had  two  grandmothers.     But  it  feems  I  have 
been  conftantly  miftaken.    For  I  am  defcended  di* 
rectly  from  one  only,  the  grandmother,  and  allied, 
by  her  fide,  to  the  kings  of  France.     And  hereby 
it  fhould  feem  that  this  alliance  was  not  continued, 
like  that  of  other  men,   through  a  father  and  mo 
ther.     I  confefs  it  puzzles  me   much  to  explain, 
by  what  method  of  procreation  I  can  have  had  but 
one  grandmother  •,    or,    without   parents,  even  fo 
much  as  one.     And  if  I  had  a  father  and  mother, 
how  one  woman  can  bt  the  grandmother  of  both 
of  them,  unlefs  mine  were  brother  and  fitter,  which, 
I  believe,  they  were  not.    This  itory,  of  the  grand 
mother  and  my  deicent,  would,  I  imagine,  puzzle 
the    whole  college   of  heralds ^    not  only  to  af- 
certain  the   grandmother,    but  alfo  to  exemplify, 
by  any  method  now  in  ufe,    my  alliance  to  the 
French  monarchs,  without  the  intervention  of  two 
parents.     As  this  boaft  did  not  take  place  till  after 
my  exaltation  on  the  pillory,  it  would  feem  as  if 
J  obtained  this  high  alliance  by  afcent^  and  not  by 
defcent.    And  that,  when  my  body  was  raifed  above 
the  heads  of  the  people,  my  blood,  alfo,  was  ex 
alted   above  theirs,    into  blood-royal.     But,    this 
gentleman   being  the  fole  herald  of  this  defcent, 
he   muft  explain  it,    or  it  will  never  be    under- 
ftood. 

"  Such,"  fays  this  worthy  writer,  "is  Dr.  Sheb- 
"  beare:  fuch  is  the  rev.  John  Shebbeare,  his 
"  fon:"  and  then  I  readily  allow,  that  beis9  in  con 
formation  of  body,  and  that  Jam,  in  genealogical 
defcent,  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  univerfe. 

A  thoufand 


A  thoufand  fuch  papers  would  have  been  ap 
plied  to  their  proper  ufe,  unnoticed  by  me,  as  a 
multiplicity  of  that  kind  had  already  been,  but  on 
the  loth  of  Auguft,  the  following  letter  appeared 
in  the  Public  Ledger. 

For  the  Public  Ledger. 

To  Doftcr  Shebbeare. 
Sir, 

As  you  feem  difpofed,  by  candour,  to  anfwer 
every  queftion  which  may  be  afked  with  good 
nature,  J  think  it  the  proper  time  to  propound  the 
following  queries : 

1.  Did  yon  not,  many  years   ago,    folicit  fub- 
fcriptions  for  an  hiftory   of  England,    which  you 
engaged  to  finifh,  and  declared  was  then  in  great 
forwardnefs  ? 

2.  Did  you  not  receive  fubfcriptions  for  this 
faid  hiftory,  to  a  very  confiderable  amount  ? 

3.  Has  the  work  (which  fo  many  years  ago  was 
in  great  forwardnefs)  ever  yet  appeared  in  print  ? 

4.  Had  you  at  the  time  you  received  the  fub 
fcriptions  the  fmalleft  intention  that  it  mould  •,  have 
you  at  this  inflant  the  fmalleft  intention  that  it  fhall 
ever  be  publifhed  ? 

5.  Ought  you  not,  in  common  honefty,  to  re 
turn  the  money  to  the  fubfcribers  -,    or  in  common 
honour  to  discharge  the  conditional  obligation  for 
which  you  received  it  ? 

6.  If  you  do  neither  of  thefe,  have  we  any  oc- 
cafion  to  fearch  the  records  to  prove  your  infamy  ? 
muft  we  look  to   the  pillory  for  the  bed  whole- 
length  picture  of  the  man  •,  to  his  public  conduct 
for  the  b'eft  miniature  of  his  moral  turpitude  ? 

7.  In 
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7»  In  cafe  of  your  death  have  yon  deputed  your 
fon  to  return  the  fubfcribers  their  money  ;  or  is  he 
to  write  the  hiftory  his  father  was  paid  before-hand 
for  undertaking  ?  an  hiftory  from  yourfelf  would 
be  dull  enough  in  all  conicience  •,  an  hiftory  from 
your  fon  would  be  a  fcald-miierable  production 
indeed ! 

8.  For  what  did  lord  Bute  procure  you  a  pen- 
fion?    for  the  pundtual  performance  of  your  pro- 
mife,  or  for  the  fcandalous  perfonal  abufe  you  caft 
on  his  late  majefty  ?    if  you  keep  your  word  with 
government  no  better  than  with  your  fubfcribers, 
administration,  if  they  thought  of  purchafing  your 
honour,  were  moft  confoundedly  taken  in. 

9.  With   what  madow  of  reaibn  can  you  com 
plain   of   being  treated   "  with  ill  manners  in  the 
*'  ledger,"  when  you  have  been  fet  upon,  though 
not  in  the  pillory,  for  villifymg  your  fovereign  in 
the  groifeft  terms  ? 

10.  Inftead  of  reviewing  the  writings  of  other 
men,  would  not  your  time  be  more  properly  em 
ployed  in  a  review  of  your  actions,    and  a  pre 
paration  for  the  grave,  to  which  you  are  now  moft 
vifibly  haftening? 

11.  Will  it  not  be  very  complaifant   in    you  to 
anfwer  fuch  of  thefe  queries  as  relative  to  the  fub- 
fcription   money   received   for  your    "  hiftory   of 
"  England?" 

A  Subfcriler. 

In  my  anfwer  to  A.  IVPs  letter,  I  fay,  "  this 
*<  precaution,  however,  I  think  fit  to  give  the 
*'  editors  of  thole  papers,  to  whom  Mr.  A.  M. 
"  has  already  tranfcnitted  his  letters,  that  they  in- 
•"  fert  nothing  under  that  fignature,  which  they 
46  have  not  adually  received.  And  to  this  I  am 

D  "  induced 


i{  induced  by  two  reafons.  Firft,  that  thofe  who 
"  have  fbewn  themfelvcs  fo  cordially  difpofed  to 
"  treat  me  with  ill  manners,  may  not  lay  hold 
"  on  this  occafion  to  indulge  their  (lander  under 
"  that  fignature.  And  lecondly,  that  Mr.  A.  M. 
"  may  have  nothing  imputed  to  his  charge  which 
44  he  has  not  written:  nor  I  have  any  thing  to  an- 
"  fwer  which  proeeds  not  from  that  perfon.  And 
cc  I  fhall  be  under  no  apprehenfion  of  not  dif- 
<c  proving  all  that  he  can  adduce,  and  of  not  fatis- 
"  lying  the  public  that  the  whole  which  he  hath 
"  afTerted,  in  his  letter,  is  a  futile  tale  and  a 
"  groundlefs  accufation." 

From  the  preceding  pa/Tage,  it  appears  that  this 
correfpondent  of  mine  has  taken  occafion  to  fay, 
in  the  introduction  to  the  queries,  "  as  you  ftern 
"  difpofed,  by  candour,  to  anfwer  every  queftion 
"  which  may  be  afked  with  good-nature,"  &c.  and 
from  hence  has  thought  proper  to  take  up  a  pafiage 
of  the  firft  paper  in  the  ledger,  where  it  is  laid,  I 
have  received  fubfcriptions  for  an  hiftory  of  Eng 
land,  which,  to  this  hour,  has  never  been  publifhed. 
He  then  afTumes  the  fignature  of  "a  fubfcriber," 
and  with  good  nature,  as  he  avers,  propounds 
the  antecedent  queries,  It  does  not  to  me  appear 
on  what  grounds  he  can  conclude  that,  becaufe  I 
had  limited  the  ill  manners  and  (lander,  with  which 
I  might  be  treated,  to  the  fubjects  fclcly  of  papers, 
under  the  fignature  of  A.  M.  that  therefore  I 
feem  difpofed  to  anfwer  every  queftion,  which  may 
be  alfced,  under  every  other.  Might  not  the  perfon, 
to  whom  I  had  lent  my  furtout,  have  as  reafonably 
laid  claim  to  the  ufe  of  all  the  clothes  1  poflefs  ? 
and  how  the  queries,  which  he  afks,  can  be  deem 
ed  to  proceed  from  good-nature^  is  pad  my  con 
ception. 

I  will 
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I  will  now  give  both  diftinct  and  faithful  anfwers 
to  every  query. 

Query  i  ft,  Did  you  not,  many  years  ago,  folicit 
fubfcriptions  for  an  hiftory  of  England,  which  you 
engaged  to  finifli,  and  declared  was  then  in  great 
forwardness  ?  -  —  Anfwer,  I  did  folicit  fuch  fub- 
Icriptions,  for  a  fir  it  volume  of  an  hiftory  of  Eng 
land,"  but  not  in  the  manner  you  reprefent  it,  in 
your  firft  paper,  as  preceding  my  imprifonment : 
it  was  after  1  was  confined  in  the  King's  Bench. 
1  engaged  to  finifh  it  •,  but  I  never  declared  that  it 
was  in  great  forwardnefs,  becaufe  it  was  not  then 
begun. 

Q^  2d,  Did  you  not   receive  fubfcriptions  to  a 

very  con  fid  er  able   amount  ? A.  Not  fufficient 

to  pay  for  paper  and  printing.  And,  as  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  what  I  received  from  thofe  who,  I 
thought,  were  the  mod  'likely  to  promote  it,  the 
fubfcriptions  from  the  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Cocoa- tree  amounted  but  to  feventeen  guineas. 
But  the  fmallnefs  of  this  fum  is,  by  no  means,  of 
fered  as  an  excule  for  the  delay  in  printing  it. 

Q^  3d,  Has  the  work  (which  fo  many  years  ago 
was  in  great  forwardnefs)  ever  yet  appeared  in 

print? A.    The  work  was  never  faid  to  be  in 

great  forwardnefs,  nor  has  it  yet  appeared  in 
print. 

Q^  4th,  Had  you,  at  the  time  you  received  the 
fublcriptions,  the  fmalleft  intention  that  it  mould  ? 
have  you,  at  this  inftant,  the  fmalleft  intention 

that  it  (hall  ever   be  publifhed? A.  The  firft 

receipts  which  were  delivered,  were  for  a  fiift  vo 
lume  of  an  hiftory  of  England,  from  the  revoluti 
on  to  the  prefent  time.  Hut,  at  the  perfuafion  of 
my  friends,  I  was  induced  to  alter  my  defignj  and 
P  2  re- 
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receipts  were  iffued  for  a  firft  volume  of  the  hiftory 
of  England,  and  of  the  conftitution  thereof,  from 
its  origin  to  the  prefent  time.  That  volume  I 
wrote,  and  had  it  tranfcribed,  whilft  I  was  in  pri- 
fon  :  it  is  now  in  my  pofTeffion.  Of  every  receipt 
I  delivered  to  my  friends,  to  be  dilpofed  of,  and 
of  every  guinea  '(the  terms  of  the  fubfcription)  I 
received,  a  regular  account  was  kept,  which  I  now 
have.  Both  of  thefe  ihali  be  open  to  the  infpeftion 
of  the  writer  of  thefe  queries,  if  he  be  in  fad  a 
fubfcriber;  and  of  every  other  who  may  chuie  to  re 
ceive  fuch  fatisfaclion.  Is  it  not  therefore  too  ma- 
nifeft  to  be  denied,  that  at  the  time  I  propofed  to 
write  this  hiftory,  that  1  intended  the  publication 
of  it?  ^with  what  other  imaginable  defign  could  I 
have  given  myfelf  the  pains  of  writing  it  ?  and  al 
though  many  circumftances  of  a  private  and  do- 
meftic  nature  mnft  be  included  in  the  fubfequent 
exculpation  of  mylelf,  which  few  are  willing  to 
relate  ;  yet  I  will  poftpone  that  and  every  other 
confideration  for  the  fake  of  truth,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  my  integrity.  I  will,  therefore,  with 
out  difguile  or  reiervation,  candidly  affign  my 
reafons  for  the  delay  in  printing  •,  and  declare  my 
prefent  intentions. 

A  few  days  before  my  being  tried,  for  writing 
the  fixth  letter  to  the  people  of  England,  the 
dutchefs  of  Queenfbury,  with  great  juflice,  ob 
tained  an  injunction,  to  itop  the  publishing  of  the 
continuation  of  lord  Clarendon's  hiftory,  which  I 
had  printed,  and  advertifed,  in  confequence  of  a 
written  agreement,  between  Francis  Gwynn,  efq; 
and  me.  In  this  agreement  it  was  fpecified  that  I. 
fhould  be  at  the  expence  of  paper,  printing,  and; 
<Ul  others,  and  then  that  the  profit  of  the  work 
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fhould  be  equally  divided  between  us.    In  this  ob 
ligation,  that  worthy  (quire  declares  himfelf  to  be 
juftly  entitled  to  the  manufcript  from  which  it  was 
printed  :  notwithftanding  which,  as  it  afterwards 
appeared,  this  very  manufcript  had  been  furrep- 
titionfly  obtained.     Great  part  of  the  money  for 
printing  it  had  been  paid  by  me  ;    and  it  was  not 
till  fix  years  after  the  injunction  was  obtained,  that 
the   caufe  was  heared,    in   the  court    of  King's 
Bench,  before   lord   Mansfield  •,    when,  I  obtain 
ed  a   verdict,    for  all  the  expences  incurred  by 
printing  the  preceding  work,  amounting  to  more 
than  five  hundred  pounds.    Of  that  fum,  almoft 
one  half  had  been  wafted,  on  my  fide,  in  the  courts 
of  chancery  and  law.     During  my  confinement,  I 
never  received,    as  prefents,    more   than  twenty 
guineas,  from  all  the  world.     And  it  may  eafily 
be  imagined,  that  my  circumftances  were  not  im 
proved  by  three  year's  imprilonment.     I   had  no 
club  of   partifans,    to  maintain  me  during  that 
time  •,  to  difcharge  my  debts  ;  nor  even  the  fine, 
which  I  was  obliged  to  pay,    after  a  three  year's 
confinement,  for  a  fingle  offence.     Notwithftand 
ing  the  difficulties  which  inevitably  arofe  from  thele 
particulars,    and   although    an    infolvent  act   was 
panned,   foon  after  his   majefty's  acceffion   to  the 
throne,  and   my   circumftances   might  have  apo 
logized  for  my  taking  that  opportunity   which  it 
offered  ;   I,  neverthelefs,    declined  from   availing 
myfelf  of  that  occafion,  to  evade  the  payment  of 
my  debts.  1  preferred  the  labour  of  endeavouring 
to  pay  them,  and  the  rifk  of  being  again   impri- 
foned  if  I  did  not  fucceed.     But  thank  heaven  t 
am  in  no  danger  of  a  fecond  imprifonment  on  that 
account.     And  this  difinclination  to  avail  myfelf 
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of  the  preceding  means,  will,  I  hope,  be  received 
as  fome  proof,  as  I  am  not  difpoied  to  free  my- 
felf,  without  payment,  from  the  demands  of  money ', 
by  methods  which  that  act  allowed,  that  I  am  not 
inclined  to  acquire  it  by  fraudulent  meaiures. 

As  it  was  impracticable,  whilft  I  was  in  confine 
ment,  to  procure  that  variety  of  books  •,  or  to  ap 
ply  to  manufcript  authorities,  for  all  that  was  re- 
quifite  to  the  compleating  of  this  firrt  volume,  I 
found,  on  being  releafcd  from  my  impriionment ; 
and  on  application  to  the  former  only,  that  the 
volume,  which  1  had  written,  was  incorrect,  in- 
fufficient,  and  erroneous,  in  too  many  particulars, 
to  admit  of  its  being  publimed,  without  injuftice 
to  my  fubfcribers,  and  reprehenfions  on  myfelf. 
Into  this  difpleafing  iituation  I  had  been  milled, 
by  relying  on  the  authorities  of  modern  hiftorians, 
who  pretend  to  cite  the  authors  from  whence  their 
materials  are  taken,  many  of  whom  appear  never 
to  have  feen  them  •,  but  implicitly  to  have  copied 
one  another,  and  all  of  them  manifeftly  defective ; 
not  only  in  the  authorities  they  mould  have  fought, 
but  in  their  omifiions  and  mifreprefentations  of 
thofe  whom  they  had  confulted  :  more  efpecially 
reipecting  thofe  parts  of  the  old  German  codes, 
on  which  our  conftitution  is  erected,  and  without 
which,  it  cannot  be  properly  explained  or  under- 
ftood.  Such  being  the  real  lituanon  of  things,  I 
perceived  that  more  time  than  1  could  expect  to 
live  would  be  neceirarily  required,  for  ib  extenfive 
a  work,  as  the  whole  hiftory  I  had  propofed  •,  and 
that  a  fingle  volume,  or  even  a  few  volumes  of 
an  hiftory  incomplete,  would,  by  no  means,  an- 
fwer  either  the  intention  of  my  iubicribers,  or  my 
own.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  change  my  plan, 
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and  to  include,  in  one  volume,  that  which  might 
require  no  others  to  compleat  this  new  defign. 

From  the  day  I  left  the  King's  Bench  priibn  to 
the  prefent,  I  declined  all  folicitation  of  fubfcripti- 
ons :  and,  although  by  much  the  greateft  part  of 
the  receipts  I  ifiued  are  not  returned,  nor  the  mo 
ney  which  anfwers  to  them.  I  never  have  en 
quired,  by  letter  or  otherwife,  what  was  the  event 
of  them ;  nor  have  I  received  more  than  eleven 
guineas,  the  laft  of  which  was  fo  long  fince  as  the 
8th  of  March,  1763.  And  this  I  am  ready  to 
prove,  by  the  book,  in  which  are  entered  all  the 
receipts  I  ever  diftributed,  and  every  guinea  I  have 
received. 

In  confequence  of  this  alteration,  I  refolved  to 
exert  my  beft  abilities,  not  only  to  trace  the  con- 
Ititution  of  England  from  its  origin,  in  the  woods 
'of  Germany,  as  MonfieurDe  Montefquieu  expreffes 
it,  but  from  the  firft  principles  in  human  nature, 
from  which  the  formation  of  all  kinds  of  govern 
ment  is  derived.  With  this  view  I  have  attempted 
an  analyzation  of  the  mental  and  corporeal  faculties, 
in  order  to  lliew  in  what  manner  they  reciprocally 
influence  each  other  in  the  various  actions  of  man, 
"not  only  as  an  individual,  but  as  a  gregarious  being, 
impelled  by  nature  to  afTociate  in  communities. 
From  hence  I  have  attempted  to  delineate,  in  whac 
manner  legiflature  fprang  and  proceeded  from  its 
fource,  through  that  variety  of  meanders,  which 
it  hath  formed  in  its  current,  both  before  and  fmce 
the  introduction  of  one  common  fign,  whereby  to 
exprefs  the  intrinfic  value,  not  only  of  all  the 
productions  of  nature  and  of  art,  but  even  of  the 
human  faculties,  as  they  are  now  cftimated.  To 
compare  the  conflitutions  of  thofe  different  Hates, 
which  have  been,. and  are  the  rnoft  celebrated- in 
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ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  with  each  other,  and 
with  that  of  England  ;  and  then  to  derive  fome 
reafonable  grounds  for  the  determination  of  that 
which  feems  to  be  the  moft  confentaneous  with 
the  primogenial  inftitutes  of  nature,  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  human  kind.  In  confequence  of  this  in 
tent,  the  manners  that  fuccefiively  arofe  and  prevail 
ed  in  fuch  dates,  the  benefits  and  mifchiefs  which 
enfued  from  them,  are  delineated,  in  order  to  ex 
plain  on  what  foundation  the  welfare  of  national 
communities  may  moil  probably  be  eflablifhed. 

But  from  the  inevitable  obligations,  not  only  of 
fupporting  my  own  family,  but  thole,  alfo,  whom, 
as  fon  and  brother,  it  was  my  duty  to  fuftain  for 
forty  years  ;  and  which,  reipeding  the  claims  of 
the  latter,  (till  continues,  it  will  be  eafily  diicern- 
ed,  that  many  an  avocation  mufl  have  proceeded 
from  thefe  circumftances,  as  well  as  from  a  fenfe 
of  gratitude  to  his  majefty,  in  defence  of  whofe 
government,  I  havev  thought  it  my  duty  occafi- 
onally  to  exert  my  beft  abilities.  Thefe  truths 
will,  I  hope,  offer  a  reafonable  apology  for  the 
retardment  of  the  publication. 

In  this  laft  defign,  however,  laborious  and  dif 
ficult  as  it  is,  I  have  advanced  to  a  confiderable 
degree  :  and  this  manufcript  I  am,  at  all  times, 
ready  to  produce  as  an  indubitable  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  declare.  This  work  I  (hall  now 
finifh,  with  all  practicable  expedition.  To  the 
completion  of  it,  1  mall  now  confign  my  remain 
ing  days,  yet  not  fo  invariably,  as  to  neglect  my 
duty  of  writing  in  other  reipedb.  And,  thank 
heaven!  I  am  neither  fo  advanced  in  age,  or  re 
duced  by  infirmities,  as  to  create  a  reafonable  fuf- 
picion  that  I  may  not  live  longer  than  to  finifh  it. 
Such  is  my  aniwer  to  this  injurious  query-,  in 
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which  I  am  treated  as  a  iclon,  who  has  violated 
the  laws,  by  obtaining  money  under  falfe  pre 
tences. 

Q^  5th,  Ought  you  not,  in  common  honefty, 
to  return  the  money  to  the  fubfcribers,  or,  in  com 
mon  honour,  to  discharge  the  conditional  obligati 
on,  for  which  you  received  it? A.  Undoubt 
edly,  I  ought  to  perform  the  former,  if  I  do  not 
execute  the  latter.  This,  I  have  Ihewn,  I  have 
long  been,  and  am  now  engaged  in.  No  time  was 
ever  fixed,  for  the  delivery  of  the  books  •,  and 
therefore  1  cannot  have  exceeded  any  engagement. 
And  there  are  various  inftances, '  of  which  one  is 
very  recent,  that  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  con- 
ftantly  received  fubfcriptions,  for  a  time  much 
more  confiderable,  than  that  between  my  receiving 
the  firft  fubfcription  and  this  day,  who  has  ho 
nourably  difcharged  the  obligation.  And,  from  a 
like  behaviour,  nothing  but  death  mall  prevent 
me  alfo. 

Q^  6th,  If  you  do  neither  of  thefe,  have  we 
•any  occafion  to  fearch  the  records,  to  prove  your 
infamy  ?  mull  we  look  to  the  pillory,  for  the  beft 
whole-length  picture  of  the  man;  to  his  public 
conduct,  for  the  beft  miniature  of  his  moral  tur 
pitude  ?  -  -  A.  What  I  have  done,  and  ill  all  do, 
refpecYmg  either  of  thefe,  I  have  already  declared, 
in  my  anfwer  to  the  preceding  query.  And,  thus, 
you  muft  fearch  the  records,  to  prove  what  you 
call  my  infamy,  for  it  cannot  be  proved  by  what 
you  fay.  But  remember,  it  is  not  \.\\z  fcaffold^  but 
the  crime,  that  conftitutes  the  infamy  of  punim- 
ment*  Take  my  whole-length  picture  from  the 
pillory,  if  you  like  it  •,  and  the  miniature,  alfo, 
from  the  moral  turpitude  of  my  public  conduct, 
as  vou  call  it:  for  know,  that  although  that  con- 
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duct  were  illegal,  it  was  not  immoral.  Unlefs  to 
deliver  fuch  truths,  as  have  never  been  controvert 
ed,  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  my 
native  country,  be  an  immoral  act.  The  laws, 
indeed,  may  make  truth  a  libel ;  but  can  they  alter 
the  nature  of  things,  and  make  that  a  moral  tur 
pitude,  which  as  fubjects  of  this  kingdom  we  ought 
to  perform  ?  Review  this  query.  And,  if  you  are 
fufceptible  of  the  lead  feniation  of  an  honeft  heart, 
place  yourfelf,  a  volunteer,  on  the  pillory  •,  and 
prove,  at  lead,  as  you  are  capable  of  the  infamous 
act,  of  wantonly  invading  the  character  of  an 
honeft  man ;  that,  confcious  of  this  moral  tur 
pitude  in  yourfelf,  and  of  the  libellous  calumny  of 
your  queries,  you  can  repent  as  well  as  tranlgrefs; 
and,  by  that  act  of  morality,  at  once  do  juftice  to 
me,  by  doing  juftice  on  yourfelf. 

Q^  7th,  In  cafe  of  your  death,  have  you  de 
puted  your  fon,  to  return  the  fubfcribers  their 
money  ?  or  is  he  to  write  the  hiflory  his  father  was 
paid  beforehand  for  undertaking?  an  hiftory  from 
yourielf  would  be  dull  enough  in  all  conlcience : 
an  hiftory  from  your  fon  would  be  a  fcald-mife* 

rable  production   indeed! A.  1  have,  already, 

told  you,  I  do  not  intend  to  die  till  what  I  pro- 
pole  be  finiihed.  If  I  do,  care  mall  be  taken 
refpecting  what  you  afk.  And,  if  you  chufe  a 
farther  fatisfaction,  let  me  have  the  pleafurc  of 
feeing  your  good-natured  face^  and  you  lhall  re 
ceive  that  which  fhall  content  you.  But  what  right, 
under  the  term  fubfcriber^  even  with  your  real  name 
annexed,  can  you  have  to  treat  my  fon  in  fo  illi 
beral  a  manner  ?  or  even  me,  unlefs  you  had  firft 
enquired  the  reafons  why  the  hiftory  was  not  pub- 
limed  ?  had  you  forged  a  fubfcription  to  a  draft  for 
five  pounds,  you'had  merited  a  halter  by  the  laws, 

BUE 


1  (     29    ) 

But  have  not  you  invented  a  new  kind  of  forgery, 
more  injurious  than  the  former,  by  a/Turning  that 
term  to  which  you  are  not  emitted,  and  which  is 
infinitely  more  deierving  a  public  punifhmentr*  for 
who  exifts  and  deferves  the  name  of  man,  that  does 
noteftimate  his  character  beyond  his  money!  there 
fore  altho'  the  laws  cannot  commit  you  to  the  hands 
of  the  public  executioner,  yet  jultice  would,  for 
this  unprovoked  and  audacious  invafion  of  my 
character,  But  if  you  be  a  real  fubfcriber,  de 
clare  your  name,  live  not  beneath  the  guilt  of  fo 
foul  a  forgery,  repent  cf  the  iniquitous  intention 
to  purloin ;  that  which  is  the  immediate  jewel  of 
cur  fouls. 

As  to  the  merit  of  my  writings  and  my  fons, 
thefe  Ihall  fpeak  for  themfelves.  If  they  poflefs 
no  merit,  you  can  neither  impart  it,  by  your  ap- 
plaufe,  nor,  if  they  do,  deprive  them  of  it,  by 
your  defamation. 

Q^  8th,  For  what  did  lord  Bute  procure  you  a 
penfion  ?  for  the  punctual  performance  of  your 
promife  ?  or  for  the  icandalous  perfonal  abufe  you 
caft  on  his  late  majefty  ?  if  you  keep  your  word 
with  government  no  better  than  with  your  fub- 
fcribers,  adminiftration,  if  they  thought  of  pur- 
chafing  your  honour,  were  moil  confoundedly 

taken  in. A.  It  was  not  by  the  means  of  lord 

Bute  that  my  penfion  was  procured.  .At  the  time 
it  was  bellowed  on  me,  Mr.  Grenville  was  mi- 
nifter.  It  was  Sir  John  Philips  who  intereiled  him- 
felf  in  my  favour ;  and,  on  his  perfonal  application 
to  the  king,  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  fpeak  of 
me  in  terms  too  favourable  for  me  to  repeat ;  but 
which  I  will,  undeviatingly,  endeavour  to  deferve, 
by  allegiance  and  by  gratitude.  I  fay  not  this, 
with  the  lead  intent  to  infmuate  that  1  entertain 
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the  flighted  fufpicion,  had  his  lordmip  been  then 
the  minifter,  that  he  would  have  oppofrd  his  ma- 
jetty's  bounty  towards  me.  Neither  have  I  ever 
united,  nor  will  unite,  in  the  malicious,  unrelent 
ing  and  unmerited  puriuic  of  that  nobleman.  For, 
by  fixing  the  magiftracy  of  the  judges  during  life, 
by  limiting  the  civil  lift  to  8oo,ooo/.  per  annum* 
by  reducing  the  profufion  of  the  houfehold  ex- 
pences,  and  by  concluding  a  war,  of  which  a  two 
years  farther  continuance,  would,  in  all  probabi 
lity,  have  bankrupted  this  nation,  he  proved,  that 
he  entered  on  the  mini  [try  with  a  fincere  intention 
of  lerving,  and  did  ferve  his  country.  But  fuch 
was  the  enormous  parliamentary  corruption,  which 
the  whigs  had  begun,  and  cherifhed,  from  the  re 
volution  to  his  majefty's  accefiion  to  the  throne, 
that,  had  a  bill  been  then  propofed,  in  the  com 
mons,  for  their  admiffion  into  the  celeftial  man- 
fions,  the  majority  of  them  would  not  have  given 
their  votes,  without  being  paid,  for  this  falvatioa 
of  their  own  fouls. 

That  peace,  which  his  enemies  have  fo  fcanda- 
loufly  decried,  is  now  proved  to  be  of  infinite  advan 
tage  to  this  kingdom.  On  that  peace  the  prefent  mi- 
mftry  have  formed  that  aft,  which,  according  to  the 
opinions  of  the  moft  celebrated  writers  on  the  polity 
and  government  of  nations,  is  the  moft  j  uft,  judicious., 
and  requifite,  that  a  conquering  ft  ate  can  inftitutti 
iince  nothing  can  acquire  and  preierve  the  allegi 
ance  of  new  iubjecls,  fo  effectually  as  permitting 
them  to  remain  in  the  fee u re  enjoyment  of  their 
religion  and  laws,  the  former  of  which  was  ftipulated 
on  the  capitulation  at  Quebec.  That  acl  has  not 
only  fixed  the  fidelity  of  thofe  Canadians  to  their 
new  king;  it  has  eftablifhedalfoan  ample  and  fuffici- 
ent  force  to  quell  the.  democratic  fpirkscf  the  Ame- 
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rican  fe&aries ;  in  whom  rebellion  is  as  naturally 
inherent,  as  aliment  in  food  •,  and  who  will  as  cer 
tainly  manifeft  their  regicide  difpofitions,  on  all 
occafions  that  may  offer,  as  plants  will  germinate 
in  the  vernal  feafon.  As  to  your  tfs9  they  (hall 
be  anfwered,  when  you  can  prove  there  is  the  leaft 
ground  for  afking  them. 

CX  9th,  With  what  fhadow  of  reafon,  can  you 
complain  of  being  treated  with  ill  manners,  in  the 
ledger,  when  you  have  been  let  upon,  though  not 
in  the  pillory,  for  abufing  your  Sovereign,  in  the 
groffeft  terms?— — A.  And  thus,  it  feems,  you 
conclude  that,  becaufe  I  have  been  fet  on  the  pil 
lory,  for  a  libel,  I  have  no  fhadow  of  reafon  to 
complain  of  your  effrontery,  when  you  treat  me 
as  a  felon.  Would  it  not  be  jtift  as  fenfible  in 
you  to  have  concluded  that,  on  having  been  ob 
liged  to  live  one  day  without  food,  I  could  have 
no  fhadow  of  reafon  to  complain,  if  it  was  con- 
ftantly  denied  me  ?  as  to  the  abufe  of  the  late 
king,  1  have  already  anfwered  that  part  of  your 
query. 

Q.  loth,  Inftead  of  reviewing  the  writings  of 
other  men,  would  not  your  time  be  more  properly 
employed  in  a  review  of  your  own  actions,  and  a 
preparation  for  the  grave,  to  which  you  are  now 

moil  vifibly   haftening? A.    With  refpect  to 

the  reviewing  of  other  men's  writings,  I  am  not 
now  engaged  in  that  office;  nor  ever  was  I,  longer 
than  three  months  :  and  even  that  was  more  than 
fix  years  fince.  As  to  the  reviewing  of  my  acti 
ons,  that  cannot  be  your  concern.  And  if  your 
own  be  as  deteftable,  as  your  heart  is  evidently 
black,  from  thefe  queries ;  take  the  hint  of  re 
viewing  and  repenting  of  them  alfo :  left  it  be, 
Qtherwife,  your  fate  never  to  defcend  to  a  grave 
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,er  chriftian  burial.  For,  after  this  unprovoked 
defign,  in  diiguiie  to  ftcb  my  integrity,  can  it  be 
a  wonder,  ;<-  you  become  a  real  affafiin,  are  hang 
ed  st  Tvburrn  given  to  the  furgeons  for  di flection  ; 
ahd  your  (keleton  exhibited  in  a  glafs  cafe,  with 
tii'S  motto,  pejftmorum  peffimus, 

Q._iith,  Will  it  not  be  very  complaifant  in 
you,  to  anfwer  fuch  of  thefe  queries,  as  relate  to 
tht  iubicription  money,  received  for  your  hiftory 

ot  England  ? A.  1  have  been  more  than  'very 

complaifant :  I  have  anfwered  all  the  queries.  And, 
I  flatter  myfelf,  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  all  men,  that 
I  am  not  the  villain  you  would  make  me  ;  and  that 
I  have  proved  that  you  deferve  that  tleteftatioa 
which  you  intended  to  heap  on  me. 

Such  are  my  anfwers  to  the  preceding  queries, 
In  thqfe,  he  has  compelled  me  to  relate  many 
things,  which  men  in  general  would  wifh  to  avoid, 
the  laying  before  the  public:  but  in  none 
have  I  deviated  from  truth.  And  I  doubt  not, 
that  the  difapprobation  of  io  malignant  and  fo  un 
provoked  an  attack  on  my  character,  will  prove 
to  be  the  general  fentiment  of  thole  who  may  read 
this  anfwer. 

As  I  have  now  both  fully  and  candidly  anfwer 
ed  the  queries  which  this  fubfcriber  pronounced 
with  fuch  %nal  good  nature^  I  fhall,  in  my  turn5 
prefume  to  afk  him  a  like  number;  and  call  on 
him  for  anfwers. 

Query  i.  Had  yon  received  the  education  of 
an  apothecary,  which  you  affect  to  deride,  would 
you  have  talked  of  Jlyptic*  to  heal,  of  bandages 
being  fold  by  apothecaries^  and  of  urinals  as  uten- 
fils  for  women.  Would  not  you  have  known  that 
the  throat  does  not  lead  into  the  thorax  ^  that  the 
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thorax  is  not  the  ftomach ;  and  therefore  does  not 
digeft  •,  and  would  not  that  breeding  have  prevented 
you  from  the  difgrace  of  expofing  yourfelf  by  fuch. 
egregious  ignorance  ? 

Q^  2.  How  came  you  to  conceive  that  affes  can* 
not  bray  ?  are  you  void  of  all  vocal  utterance,  or 
fo  deaf  that  you  cannot  hear  yourfelf? 

Q^  3*  Can  your  education  have  exceeded  that 
of  a  drayman,  who  have  miftaken  the  two  facer-* 
dotal  orders  for  the  thirty  nine  articles  of  the  church 
of  England  ?  are  you  not  endowed  with  moil  con- 
fummate  effrontery  to  accuie  a  man  of  being  bred 
a  Jacobite :  you,  who  do  not  underftand  the  dif* 
ference,  between  dejure,  and  de  fafto,  as  applied 
to  kings  ?  or  can  you  be  the  leaft  judge  of  literary 
performances,  who  have  not  ideas  to  the  words 
you  ufe  ? 

Q^  4.  What  right,  or  what  provocation  have 
you  to  recall  the  punifhment  I  fuffered,  or  repeat* 
edly  to  expofe  me  in  the  Public  Ledger,  before 
the  eyes  of  all  the  Britim  fubjects,  as  itanding  on 
the  pillory,  iixteen  years  after  I  had  attoned  for 
the  offence  ? 

Q^5*  Are  you  not  the  very  libeller,  which  in 
rne  you  fo  much  condemn  ?  do  you  not  deferve 
that  pnnifhment,  which,  as  you  fay,  is,  to  a  vir 
tuous  character,  worfe  than  dearh?  have  you  in 
your  queries  afforded  the  minuted  hint  that  you 
are  actuated  by  one  fpark  of  virtue,  fenfe,  or  good 


manners  ? 


Q^6.  In  what  pafTages  of  my  writings  is  the 
Jate  king  treated  w\\.\\  foul  abufe-,  or  the  revolution 
traduced  ?  are  you  not  one  of  that  traiterous  gang 
that  is  eternally  infulting  his  prefent  majefty  with 
the  molt  flagrant  libels  ? 
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Q^  y.  Were  you  really  a  fubfcriber,  what  plan- 
fible  motive  could  you  have  had  to  treat  me  pub- 
lickly  as  a  felon,  acquiring  money  under  falfe 
pretences,  without  having  previoufly  applied  to 
me  for  anfwers  to  the  fubject  of  your  queries  ? 
have  you  not  aflbmed  the  fignacure,  without  being 
a  fubfcriber,  in  order  to  fabricate  a  pretext  for 
propofing  to  me  your  illiberal  queftions  ?  will  you 
clare  to  affix  your  name  to  them  ?  if  you  refufe  it, 
are  you  not  avowedly  guilty  of  a  forgery,  inex- 
preffibly  more  criminal,  than  that  of  fubfcribing 
another  man's  name  to  a  bill,  with  a  view  frau 
dulently  to  obtain  money  from  the  perfon  on 
whom  it  is  drawn  ?  is  not  integrity  more  valuable 
than  riches?  injultice  do  you  not  more  truly  de- 
ferve  to  die  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang 
man,  for  thus  endeavouring  to  rob  me  of  my  good 
name,  than  if  you  had  been  feized  in  burglarioufly 
breaking  into  my  houfe  ? 

Q^  8.  Would  not  you,  who  have  thus  infidi- 
oufly  laboured  to  ilab  my  reputation,  have  as  wil 
lingly  afiafiinated  me,  could  you  have  accomplifh- 
ed  it  with  the  like  concealment  and  impunity  ? 

Q^9.  Js  not  this  act  of  cauielefsly  invading  my 
reputation  an  infamy  which  ought  to  be  branded 
on  your  forehead,  as  a  ftigma  to  warn  mankind 
from  afibciating  with  fo  malicious  and  fo  black 
a  man  ? 

Q^  10.  Ought  you  not  to  be  expelled  the  fo- 
ciety  of  all  eftimable  men,  as  a  being  peftilential 
to  the  community  ? 

Q^  1 1.  Will  it  not  be  as  complaifant  in  you,  is 
it  not  as  indifpenfably  your  duty  to  anfwer  thefe 
queries,  and  to  fubfcribe  your  real  name,  as  it  was 
mine  to  anfwer  yours,  and  affix  my  name  to  that 
anfwer  ?  unlcfs  you  comply  with  thefe  particulars, 

do 


(     35    ) 

do  you  not  ftand  felf  condemned,  and  deferve  the 
imiverfal  deteftation  of  mankind  ? 

I  fhall  now  leave  yon  to  ruminate  on  what  I  have 
written,  and  to  do  juftice  to  yourfelf,  by  anfwer- 
ing,  if  you  can-,  if  not  to  me,  by  a  full  acknow 
ledgement  of  your  flagitious  treatment.  In  the 
mean  while,  I  fhall  take  this  opportunity  of  aclver- 
tifing  the  publifheTS  of  the  ledger,  and  of  all  other 
papers,  that  1  will  no  longer  be  tamely  taken  up 
by  them,  like  an  odd  man,  among  the  chairmen, 
when  no  other  is  at  hand,  to  fupply  paragraphs  of 
defamation,  and  fill  the  meafure  of  their  fcurrility, 
when  no  other  fubject  can  be  found. 

Whatever  were  my  offence,  1  neither  fled,  from 
the  fentence  of  the  court,  nor  have  I,  from  that 
day  to  this  hour,  either  in  words  or  writing,  at 
tempted  to  alperie  the  character,  or  arraign  the 
juftice  of  that  judge  and  jury  by  whom  I  was  tried 
and  found  guilty.  I  knew  that  greater  punilh- 
ments  were  not  unprecedented  :  and  mine  I  bore 
without  complaining.  I  was  foon  convinced  that 
nothing  of  a  cruel  or  vindictive  fpirit  pofTefTed 
lord  Mansfield  againft  me.  For  when  my  life  was 
in  danger,  from  an  ill  flate  of  health,  and  I  applied 
to  the  court  of  King's-Bench,  for  permiffion  to  be 
carried  into  the  rules,  a  few  hours  in  the  day,  his 
lordlhip  readily  acceded  to  that  petition.  This 
judge  Fofter  pertinaceoufiy  denied  and  defeated. 
Even  fmce  the  time  when  the  celebrated  patriot  of 
the  London  livery  was  ientenced,  but  to  two  years 
impriionrnent,  and  a  fine  which,  to  himy  was  no 
thing,  for  one  offence  againft  the  government, 
and  three  againil  religion,  I  neither  did  then, 
nor  do  I  now  complain  of  the  apparent  difparity 
of  offence  and  infliction  between  us.  It  was  his 
peculiar  happineJs  to  be  tried,  found  guilty,  and 
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ientenced  in  the  reign  of  our  prefent  fovereign, 
to  whom  his  enemies  have  imputed  even  mercy  as 
a  crime. 

Is  it  not  natural  to  imagine  that  the  being  expofed 
on  the  pillory,  three  years  clofe  confinement  with 
in  the  walls  of  a  prifon,  together  with  a  fine,  might 
have  been  deemed  a  puniQiment  adequate  to  the 
tranfgreflioh -,  and  fufficient  tofatisfy  the  vindictive 
fpirit,  even  of  Whigs,  and   Prefbyterians  :    more 
efpecially,  as  no  man  among  them  has   hitherto 
been  able  to  difcover,  that  what  I  wrote,  and  for 
which    I  fuffered,  was  either  faiie,    malicious,  or 
feditious?   Nor  did  it  relate  to  the  private  actions 
of  any  man,  but  to  the  public  and  national  pro 
ceedings  or.  'minifters,  with  which  the  people  have 
a  claim  to  be  acquainted,  when  they  are  deftrudtive 
of  their  happineis  and  welfare.     And  I  may  aver, 
with  the  ftncteft  veracity,    that  the  letters  which 
were  written   to   the  people  of  England,  contri 
buted  not  a  little  towards  creating  the  popularity, 
and   thereby  to  the  elevation  of  lord  Chatham  ^to 
the  feat  of  prime  minifter.     To  him,   his  enemies 
acknowledge  this  nation  is  indebted,  for  the  hap 
py  change  of  their  affairs,  on  his  admiffion  to  the 
conduct  of  them.      Why  then  are  my  endeavours, 
to  that  end,  entirely  buried  in  oblivion  •,  my  offence 
and  my  puniihment  mceflantly  remembered  r 

Even  againit  the  discarded  miniflers,  who  fo  re- 
lentlefsly  purfued  me,  !  never  have  complained. 
Men  in  power,  place,  and  profit,  are  naturally 
vindiftive,  and  feel  the  lofs  of  them  with  inex- 
preflible  reiemment;  and  not  the  lefs,  becaufe  the 
'allegations  \vhich  are  brought  againft  them^are  in- 
difpiitabiy  true.  Such  being  the  conditions  of 
their  being  men,  whatever  were  my  iuffcrings, 
however  ieverely  they  were  inflicted,  I  have,  at  no 
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time,  fince  the  day  of  my  commitment  to  prifon, 
written  one  word  againft  them.  They  are  QOW 
dead,  and  peace  be  to  their  manes. 

It  is  lord  Chatham  only  of  whom  I  have  reafon 
to  complain;  who  having  profited  by  my  writings, 
and  having  publickly  declared,  that  he  avov;°d  the 
truth  of  all  that  they  contained  ^  in  return  for  my  en 
deavours  to  ferve  him,  after  he  v^as  mounted  above 
rhe  throne,  and  poffcfTed  of  ablolute  power,  not 
only  permitted  me  to  be  punifhed  for  writing 
words,  leis  offenfive  than  he  had  repeatedly  fpoken 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  •,  but  even  ill  treated  Sir 
John  Philipps,  who  applied  to  him  in  my  favour. 

Such  being  the  true  itate,  reibecting  me  and 
my  punifhmenr,  on  what  pretext,  after  the  ex 
piration  of  fixteen  years,  from  the  time  of  my  of 
fence,  am  I  to  be  thus  undefervedly  treated  by 
thofe  whofe  talents  arife  not  to  the  knowledge 
either  of  the  fubjecl:,  or  the  language  in  which 
they  write ;  who  in  ambufcade  fo  infidiouily  attack 
rne  on  all  occafions  ?  why  is  my  tranfgreflion  never 
to  be  forgotten,  arid  iny  puniihment  to  know  no 
bounds  ?  why  do  they  return  to  old  traniactions 
for  new  abuiej  and  continually  expole  me  on  the 
pillory  for  that  which  I  have  already  attoned  by 
my  fufFerings  ?  for,  is  it  not  as  equally  a  punifh- 
ment  to  be  expoled  in  news-papers  to  the  millions 
of  my  fellow-iubje^ts,  as  at  Charing-Crofs,  to  a 
few  hundreds  ?  and  would  not  theie  remorfelefs 
mifcreants,  who  thus  treat  my  name  in  their  pub 
lications,  as  readily  bring  me  in  perfon  to  die  pil 
lory,  cpuld  it  be  done  with  equal  impunity.  Of 
inch  anonymous  and  abuiive  writers  I  (hall  hepce- 
forth  take  no  notice;  but  leave  them  in  -their  gar 
rets  to  their  lice. 
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But  although  thefe  writers  are  contemptible, 
namelefs  and  inicrutable,  their  pu blithers  are  not. 
And  I  would  have  thefe  gentlemen  be  affured, 
that  I  will  no  longer  be  made  their  property  of 
abufe  :  and  if  any  thing  be  hereafter  inferted, 
without  the  name  of  the  writer,  and  their  being 
poffefTed  of  fufficient  evidence  to  prove  who  he  is, 
that  I  will  feek  from  them  that  redrefs,  to  which 
by  law  I  am  entitled  ;  and  no  longer  remain  fu- 
pinely  inattentive  to  fuch  publications  as  are  illegal. 
Full  iixteen  years  I  have  been  the  caufelefs  objed 
of  their  maleduction  and  calumny,  without  re- 
fentment  or  reply.  They  have  now  extended  their 
malevolence  to  rny  fon.  And,  if  they  (hall  be  ftill 
indulged  in  this  illiberal  proceeding,  they  may,  at 
length,  plead  prescription ;  and  their  fucceffors  in 
fcandal  perfevere  with  impunity,  not  only  to  re 
vile  me,  but  all  that  may  be  defcended  from  me. 
And  to  this  admonition  I  expect  they  will  pay  a 
due  attention. 

Having  now  done  with  namelefs  and  abufive 
writers,  and  with  news-paper  publifhers,  i  mail 
embrace  this  occaficn  of  conveying  my  fentiments 
to  a  pair  of  gentlemen  who,  in  fpeeches,  fjnce 
publifhed,  have  been  pleaied  to  traduce  me,  with 
out  the  lead  provocation.  Theie  are  two  Orators,  of 
prodigious  merit ,  the  right  h  on.  Tom  my  Townihend^ 
and  the  right  learned  Counfellor  Lee,  The  former  of 
thefe  is  thus  characterifed  in  the  St.  James's  Chro- 
nicfe  of  July  the  goth,  by  a  writer  who  aftumes 
the  fignature  of  CKo  :  and  therefore,  mufa  majora. 
tanamus. 

"  The  right  honourable  Thomas  Townfhend  is 
one  of  the  mod  rcfpectable  members  that  fit  in  the 
hcufe.  Though  he  is  wanting  in  fluency  of  ex- 
na  yet  the  Ibundneis  of  his  ienie,  the  fpirit 
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of  conduct,  the  integrity  of  his  chara&er,  and  the 
vehemence  of  his  manner,  render  him,  upon  the 
whole,  one  of  the  moft  formidable  members  in 
oppofition."  To  the  integrity  of  his  character  1  have 
nothing  to  objeft  ;  for  I  know  nothing  of  it.  The 
foundnels  of  his  fenfe  and  the  fpiritof  his  conduct, 
I  ihall  beg  leave  to  examine.  At  the  fame  time, 
I  acknowledge  the  "  vehemence  of  his  manner," 
does  render  him  one  of  the  moft  formidable  mem 
bers  in  oppofition  ;  for,  in  his  fpeaking,  he  feems 
as  if  he  were  going  to  bite. 

O  C5 

Clio  continues,  *'  his  eloquence,  when  he  hap 
pens  to  be  fluent,  which  he  fometimes  is,  has  a 
greater  effect  than  that  of  any  man  in  the  houfe ; 
for  the  fpirit,  the  fire,  wirh  which  he  attacks  a 
minifter,  or  a  meafure,  is  commanding  :  he  throws 
his  objections  in  the  itrongeft  light  poffible,  and 
is  unmerciful  in  the  conclufions  he  draws  from  evil 
doings.'*  A  very  butcher  of  an  orator.  "  In  his 
connections  and  fpeeches,  he  is  remarkable  for  his 
true  old  Whiggifh  principles  ;  and  his  abhorrence 
of  the  mealures,  which  brought  in  Tories  and 
Jacobites."  Ever  fince  he  hath  been  difmifTed 
from  his  places  and  profits.  Clio  proceeds,  ic  his 
fpeech  on  the  penfions,  given  to  doctors  Shebbeare 
and  Johnfon,  and  the  countenance  fhewn  to  Sir 
John  Dalrymple,  for  having  vilified  the  memory 
of  lord  Ruffe],  and  the. great  Sydney,  was  a  per 
formance,  which  will  not  be  foon  forgiven  at  St. 
James's."  Which,  if  it  be  true,  is  no  great  proof 
of  the  foundnefs  of  his  fenfe.  However,  that 
fpeech  "  had  prodigious  merit,  and  was  greatly 
received.  Lord  North  attempted  to  anfwer  it, 
but  failed."  Neveithelefs,  I  will  undertake  to 
attempt  that  in  which,  as  Clio  lays,  the  prime  mini- 
fter  mifcarried.  "  The  channel  in  which  the  pa 
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tronage  of  the  prefent  reign  flows,  is  a  neycr- 
failmg  topic  with  him.3'  He  is  no  longer  in  that 
channel.  '  And  he  cuts  it  up  with  great  joint 
wit,  and  as  little  mercy."  With  much  more  meicy 
fmall  as  it  is  than  fpirit,  or  wit,  I  afilire  you.  And  is 
not  cutting  up  a  channel  moft  happily  metaphorical  ? 

And  now,  fays  Clio,  "  whenever  a  change/in 
the  mimftry  happens,  he  is  expefted  to  (ill  one  of 
the  higheft  poffs  in  adminiftration  ;  and  he  will  fill 
it  with  credit  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the 
kingdom."  From  a  companion  of  this  character 
with  the  ^fpeech  above  alluded  to,  and  printed  in 
the  London  Packet  of  the 'i  8th  of  February,  I 
cannot  but  conclude,  they  are  the  productions  of 
the  fame  genius.  And  this  character  intended  as 
an  ele&ion  puff,  to  exhibit  his  talents  and  his  con- 
fequence  to  the  nniveriity  of  Cambridge,  of  which 
he  is  the  reprefentative.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I 
humbly  prefume  to  offer  a  different  reading  of  the 
laft  padage  in  his  character;  and  to  iuppofe  Mrt 
Townfhend  fpeaking  in  the  firft  perfon.  "  When 
ever  a  change  in  the  miniftry  happens,  I  expect  to 
fill  one  of  the  higheft  polls  in  adminiftration  : 
and  I  will  fill  it  with  profa  to  myfdf,  whatever  the 
advantage  may  be  to  the  kingdom." 

The  character  being  difpatched,  I  come  now 
to  the  fpeech  itftlf,  of  fuch  prodigious  merit, 
,and  fo  greatly  received,  that  lord  North  failed  in 
anfwering  it.  It  was  ipoken  in  oppofition  to  a 
motion  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  pro- 
iecuting  the  printers  of  a  paper  that  appeared  in 
the  Public  AdvernYer  and  Morning  Chronicle,  of 
the  1 6th  of  February,  figned  a  South  Briton.  "  { 
cannot  forbear,  i  ays  he,  remarking,  on  the  induftry 
and  pains  employed  to  paint  the  offence  now  ftated  to 
you  in  the  moil  aggravated  colours,  when  the  very 
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pt- rfons,  who  not  only  condemned  the  revolution, 
which  is  the  thing  brought  againft  the  pitiful  author 
of  the  libel,  now  before  you,  but  who  reviled  the 
prince  on  the  throne,  and  endeavoured   to  over 
turn  the  conftitution  and  the  laws,  are  now  pub 
licly  careflfed.and  penfioned.     The   men   I  mean 
are,  Dr.  Shebbeare  and  Dr.  Johnibn.     I   have  no 
perfonal   knowledge   of    either  of   them  •,   but  I 
am  well    informed,    that    Shebbeare    has  a   pen- 
fion,    and  that   Johnibn's   has  been   doubled  fmce 
he   wrote    a   certain   pamphlet,    in    which    every 
prince,  fmce  the  revolution,  but  his  prefent  majelty, 
has  been  mod infamoufly  andlcandaloufly  traduced. 
Are  tKefe  then  the  men   that  are  to  be  taken  into 
the  bofom  of  ndminiftration,    in  order  to  be  re 
warded  for  offences  little  fhort  of  treafon  •,  and  is 
a  poor  wretched  printer  or  obfcure  fcribler  to  feel 
the  full  force  of  our  indignation  for  a  crime  how 
ever  reprehenfible  in  itfelf,  when  compared  with 
'thofe  which  I   have  mentioned   fcarcely  worthy  ot 
our   notice  ?    there  are  fome   perions,    near  me, 
defcendants  of  the  illultrious  Rufiel  -,    and  I   have 
myfelf,  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  Sydney  in  me. 
muft  confefs,  i  cannot  therefore  fit  Filent  and  hear 
the  refentments  of  this  houfe  poured  upon  an  m- 
.    ficrnificant  printer,  at  the  inftigation  of  thoie  who 
countenance,  proteft,  and  encourage  the  men  who 
have  attempted,  in  the  mod  cool  and  deliberate 
manner,  to  revile  that  revolution,  to  which  thole 
heroes  fo  elorioufly  paved  the  way."  m 

I  mall  now  examine  into  the  prodigious  merit  c 
this  exhibition  of  oratoria  excellence,  the  iouncl 
fenfe,  and  fpirit  of  conduft  of  this  moft  formi 
dable  member  in  the  oppofition,  concluding  that 
on  this  occafion  he  was  fluent.  There  are  various 
qualifications,  both  in  the  fpeaker  im  the  ipeecn, 
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that  are   indifpenfibly  requisite  to  conftitnte  trie 
former  an  orator,  and  the  latter  an  oration.    Among 
thefe,  confiftency  of  character,    truth,    and  fenci- 
ments    coinciding,  through    [he  whole,    and  con* 
ducive    to   the  iame   purpofe,  to   fay  nothing  of 
the     energy    of    ftyle.    propriety    of    expreflion, 
and  powers  of  elocution.    Among  the  excellences 
of  this  formidable  fpeaker,  enumerated  in  the  pre 
ceding  character,  this  is  one,  "that  he  is  remark 
able  for  his  true  old  whiggilh  principles,"     And* 
as   an  evidence  of  this   truth,   he   gets    up,  de 
nominates  the  paper  before  them  a  //'&?/ againft  the 
revolution  •,    and  declares,  he  cannot  fit  filent,  and 
hear  the  refentments  of  the  houfe  poured  upon  an 
infignificant  printer,  who,  as  he  allows,   had  pub- 
lifhed  a  libel  againft  the  revolution.     This,  I  ap 
prehend,  is  the  very  perfection  of  confiftency  ;   an 
old  whig  ftyles  a  paper  before  turn,  a  libel  again  ft 
the  revolution.     Pie  then  harangues   in  favour  of 
the  perfons  who  printed   this  lib  el ^   with   intent  to 
avert  the  indignation  of  the  houfe;  and  this  becaufe 
he  cannot  fit  filent  and  hear  the  refentment  of  that 
houfe,  from  men  who  countenance  and  proteft  thofe 
ivbo  have  reviled  the  revolution.      And   yet,    this 
countenance  and  protection  is  that  very  tranigrefll- 
on  which   he   himfelf  is  at   that  moment  comrnit- 
ting,  in  defence  of  the  printer,    who  he   himfelf 
has  denominated  to   be  a  like  revilerof  that  revo 
lution.     Does  not  this  fpirited  conduct,  and  con 
fiftency  of  principle,  evince  the  foundnefs  of  his 
fenfe,  and  confirm  "  that  there  is  fomething  in  his 
character  very  jlr iking?" 

Let  me  now  enquire  into  his  reafons  for  fpeaking 
on  this  occa(k>n.  And  thefe  are,  "  that  he  cannot 
forbear  remarking,  on  the  induftry  and  pains  em 
ployed  to  faint  the  offence  nwftatedin  the  molt 
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colours,"  This  pafiage,  I  am  appre* 
hcnfivt,  contains  feme  particulars,  chat  neither 
Arillotle,  nor  Quintiiian  have  enumerated  among 
thofe  qualities  in  an  oration,  that  pronounce  a  man 
to  be  a  moft  reipeftable  Jpeaker.  Do  painters/^ 
an  offence,  or  orators  faint  a  ft  ate  of  it  ?  and  it 
they  do,  fhould  it  not  be  in  the  moft  aggravated 
tolouriugi  to  preferve  the  metaphor,  and  make  it 
confluent  with  common  fenie  and  common  Eng- 
lifh  ?  will  this  pals  muiter  at  Cambridge  ? 

Having*  in  this  manner,  given  his  reafons  for 
remarking  on  the  induftry  and  fains  of  fainting  a. 
fiated  offence,  he  now  proceeds  to  deliver  thofe, 
which  are  full  as  good*  for  averting  the  indig 
nation  of  the  houfe  from  the  author  or  publifher 
of  the  paper,  which  he  denominates  a  libel.  And 
thefe  are  the  pitifulnefs  of  the  obfcure  icribler,  and 
the  poverty  and  wretch^dntfs  of  the  printer.  Now* 
unlefs  this  orator  be  acquainted  with  this  obicure 
fcribler,  by  what  means  does  he  know  that  he  is 
a  pitiful  author?  it  is  true,  indeed,  if  he  bellow 
that  epithet  on  him,  on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  that  paper  is  written,  the  author  of  it  is 
pitiful  enough.  And  if  we  may  determine  from  the 
Jpeaking  of  "an  orator,  what 'will  prove  to  be^  the 
pitifulnefs  of  his  writing,  and  that  charafteridic  is 
to  be  received  as  his  protection  from  punifhment, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  fafely  com 
mence  his  written  libels,  whenever  he  will,  and  defy 
the  indignation  of  the  houie.  At  the  fame  time,  ic 
may  not  prove  to  be  an  evidence  of  the  foundnefs 
of  his  fenie,  abfolutely  to  confide  in  that  pitiful 
nefs  for  his  fecurity.  Becauie,  1  apprehend,  the 
law  does  not  pay  fo  much  attention  to  the  pitiiul- 
nefs  of  the  performance,  as  to  the  maiicioufneis 
and  mifchkf  of  the  intention  in  the  writer.  And 
then,  if  he  be  as  vehement  and  as  contemptible 

G  in 


(     44    ) 

in  writing,  as  he  is  in  fpeaking,  he  may  chance  to 
'  be  as   much  derided  as  an  author,  as  he  is    as  an 
orator,  and   to   be  punifhed  for  putting  en  paper, 
thole  very  words,  which,  in  the  houie,  he  fpeaks 
with  impunity.  For  it  kerns  the  good  manners  and 
liberty  of  ipeech,  allowable  in  that  place,  make  that 
inoffenfive,  which  the  la\v  condemns  as  a  libel  in  all 
others.  So  much  would  not  have  been  laid  on  this 
head,  had  the  author  of  i  he  South  Briton  been  known. 
With  relation   to   the   printers,  I  fincerely  wifh 
their  pooroefs  and   wretchednefs   may   tend   to  al- 
Jeviate  their  fentence.  For  it  would  feem  to  be  hard 
for  them  to  iurTer  greatly   for  printing  fo  pitiful  a 
performance.     1  hope,  therefore,  their  punifhment 
may  prove  as  lenient  as  the  laws  can  allow,  and  mer 
cy  dictate.  For  it  uniformly  appears  that  the  feverity 
of  infliction,  in  i'uch  cafes,  like  burning  at  a  (lake 
for  herefy,    rather  increafes  the  number   of  con 
verts,  than  intimidates  from  tr?.nfgrelTion.     And  as 
thde  pitiful    fcriblers  againft    government,     have 
either  already  committed,  or  are  in  the  actual  com- 
mifEon  of  a  literary  felf- murder,    I   could  wifh  to 
fee  them  proceed  with  as  little  interruption  as  pof- 
fible,  till,    by  their  writings,    they   render  them- 
felves  incapable  of  making  converts,  to  their  caufe; 
and  expire  by  their  own  handy- work;  and  in  that 
manner  put  an  end  to  writing   and  printing  fuch 
miserable  productinns. 

There  is  yet  another  reaibn  which  this  right  ho 
nourable  fpeaker  is  pleafed  to  offer,  in  order  ta 
awn  the  indignation  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
It  is  that  "Johnfon  and  Shebbeare  are  now  pub 
lic kiy  careiled  and  pensioned,  who  have  not  only 
condemned  the  revolution,  but  have  reviled  the 
prince  on  the  throne-,  have  endeavoured  to  over 
turn  the  conftitution  and  the  laws  -,  and  committed 
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offences  little  fliort  of  treafon."  Now  I  do  not 
perceive,  why  this  moil  refpe&able  orator  ihould 
be  fo  vehemently  declamatory ;  nor  on  what  he 
can  ground  his  malediciion  of  the  miniftry,  for 
penfioning  Dr.  Johnlbn  and  myfelf -,  fmce  we  have 
^ione,  if  he  may  be  credited,  the  lame  things  only^ 
for  which  he  is  labouring  to  obtain  an  alleviation  of 
refentment  againft  the  printers  of  the  South 
Briton?  if  ib  obfcure  a  fcribler,  deferve  to 
efcape  from  punifhment,  for  fo  pitiful  a  perform 
ance,  does  it  not  logically  follow,  that  we  ought 
to  be  rewarded  for  having  executed  fuch  magni 
ficent  undertakings  in  the  lame  way  ? 

However,  neither  Dr.  Johnfon  nor  myfelf  mall 
prefume  to  avail  ourfelves  of  this  argument.  On 
the  contrary,  we  defy  this  mod  refpectable  mem 
ber  of  found  'fenfe  to  adduce  one  inftance,  in 
proof,  that  either  of  us  hath  endeavoured  to  over 
turn  the  conftirution  and  the  laws,  hath  written  a 
word  againft  the  revolution,  againft  the  religion 
of  our  country,  or  even  to  the  prejudice  of  mo 
rality  and  good  manners.  And,  if  we  had  ap 
proached  as  nearly  to  treaibn  as  he  has  to  falfe- 
hood,  in  this  charge  againft  us,  I  am  afraid  we 
fliouid  deferve  as  much  to  be  put  to  death  for 
what  we  have  written,  as  he  does,  not  to  be  credit 
ed  for  what. he  hath  ipoken,  and  then  the  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  us. 

But  he  fays,  u  we  have  reviled  the  prince  on  the 
throne."  According  to  the  context  with  the  pre 
ceding  part  of  the  lenience,  which  mentions  the 
revolution,  this  prince  on  the  throne  muft  be  king 
"William/  who  was  dead  ten  years  before  either  of 
us  was  born.  And  this  feems  to  make  it  ibme- 
what  'difficult  to  reconcile  that  paflfage :  with  com 
mon  fenfe.  Since  it  cannot  be  king  William,  it 
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be  his  prefent  majefty,  who  is  the  prince  on 
the  throne,  whom  we  have  reviled.  But  this  fup- 
pofition  cannot  ferve  him  either-,  btcaufe  he  de 
clares,  that  Dr.  John  Ton  hath  traduced  every 
prince  fince  the  revolution,  except  his  majefty  :  and 
of  that  offence,  refpeding  me,  he  fays  nothing. 
But,  confidering  the  prodigious  merits  of  this* 
fpeech,  although  the  orator  except  his  majefty,  I 
am  not  perfectly  convinced  that  he  does  not  mean 
him.  Now,  unlefs  this  formidable  member  will 
explain  in  what  manner  we  reviltd  king  William 
on  the  throne,  who  was  dead  before  we  were  born ; 
or  how  we  can  have  reviled  the  prince  on  the 
throne,  and  yet  not  have  reviled  his  prefent  majefty, 
which  he  allows  we  have  not,  I  mail  never  enjoy  found 
fenfe  enough  to  comprehend  it.  And  if  an  explana 
tion  be  attempted,  it  muft  come  from  him,  or  no 
attention  will  be  paid  to  it.  This  I  clefire  to  have 
confidered,  not  only  as  an  inftanccof  his  adherence 
to  truth,  but  of  his  confiliency  in  matter  alfo. 

The  orator  rifcs  in  fublimity,  and  fpeaking  of 
the  lilel)  as  he  calls  it,  by  way  of  foftening  the. 
indignation  of  the  houie,  he  fays,  *'  a  crime,  how 
ever  reprehenfible  in  iticlf,  when  compared  wirji 
thofe,  which  he  has  now  mentioned,  fcarcely  wor 
thy  of  their  notice."  1  hcfe  words  are  too  ele-r 
vated,  for  the  reach  of  my  comprehenfion.  1  do. 
not  conceive  in  what  manner  a  crime  can  be,  how 
ever,  or  in  whatever  degree,  reprehenfible,  arid 
peverthelefs,  by  companion  with  another,  become 
fcarcely  worthy  of  notice.  Suppofe,  for  example* 
the  degree  of  criminality  had  mounted  to  trea1ont 
which  is  one  among  the  bowevers\  tyou'd  it  have 
been  reduced  to  a  degree  unworthy  of  notice,  on 
being  compared  with  thofe  of  Dr.  Johnlon  and  my^ 
lelf  ?  which  latr,era  a.$  this  moft  formidable  men> 
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ber  has  the  goodnefs  to  grant,  are  "a  little  Jhort  of 
treafon?"  mighr  it  not  as  juftly  be  faid,  in  what 
ever  degree  a  cloth  be  black,  the  blacked,  for  ex 
ample,  that  it  is  fcarcely  black,  when  compared 
with  another,  that  is  not  quite  ib  black  ?  and  then 
the  unmerciful  conclusion,  mud  logically  be,  that  the 
piece  lefs  black,  is  blacker  than  the  blackefl. 

This  right  honourable  and  mod  refpeclable 
member,  however,  difclaims,  "  all  perfonal  know 
ledge  of  either  of  us."  For  myfelf,  I  allure  him, 
that  the  foundneis  of  his  fenie,  his  prodigious 
merit,  and  his  adherence  to  truth,  have  not 
created  in  me  the  lead  dcfire  of  being  better  ac 
quainted  with  him.  He  then  fays,  "  he  is  well 
informed  I  have  a  penfion."  And  for  once  he  is 
not  midaken.  "  And  that  Dr.  Johnfon's  has  been 
doubled  fince  he  wrote  the  pamphlet,"  above  al 
luded  to,  I  wifh  he  may  be  as  well  informed  in 
that  particular  as  in  the  preceding.  And  that  fome 
one  could  truly  inform  him  alib,  that  mine  will  be 
doubled,  for  writing  this  pamplet.  And  in  return, 
let  the  founvlntls  of  his  fenie,  the  vehemence  of 
his  manner,  and  the  formidablenefs  of  h:S  oppofi- 
tion  be  trebled.  Let  him  let  ioofe  his  male- 
diclion,  with  its  bed  fluency,  on  me,  and  I  mall 
not  be  apprchenfive  of  being  overwhelmed  by 
that  torrent.  At  length,  he  a(ks  this  queftion. 
*f  Are  thefe  then  the  men  that  are  to  be  taken  into 
the  bofom  of  adminiftration,  in  order  to  be  re 
warded  ?"  Whether  Dr.  Johnibn  be  taken  into 
that  bofom  or  not,  I  know  not  -,  but  as  his  penfion 
is  doubled,  I  expect  lord  North  will  take  me  into 
the  breeches  pocket  of  adminidration,  and  that  (hall 
content  me. 

1  am  now  come  to  that  fplendid  Apoftrophe, 
intended  for  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  which,  itfeems, 
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will  not  foon  be  forgiven  at  St.  James's.  "  There 
arc,  fays  he,  fome  peribns  near  me,  defendants 
of  the  illuftrions  Sydney,  and  I  have  myfelf  a  drop 
of  the  RufTel  blood  in  me."  And  what  do  thefe  two. 
wonderful  circumftances  produce  in  him  ?  they  tend 
him  to  confefilon.  "  I  confefs,  fays  he,  I  cannot 
therefore,  fit  filent  and  hear  the  reientment  of  this 
honfe  poured  upon  an  infignificant  printer,  at  the 
instigation  of  thofe  who  countenance,  protect  and 
encourage  the  men,  who  have  attempted,  in  the 
molt  cool  and  deliberate  manner,  to  revile  that  re 
volution  to  which  thofe  heroes  fo  gloriouily  paved 
the  way."  He  cannot  fit  filent  and  hear  the  re- 
fentments  of  the  houfe  poured  on  an  infignificant 
printer ;  but  he  mud  exert  his  oratory  in  his  fa 
vour  •,  becaufe  the  miniftry,  I  fuppofe,  have  coun 
tenanced,  protected  and  encouraged  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple,  who  has  attempted  to  revile  that  revolu 
tion,  to  which  thole  heroes  fo  glorioufly  paved  the 
v/ay.  And  thus  this  local  proximity  of  Kuflfcl  de- 
fcendants,  and  one  drop  of  Sydney  blood,  have 
compelled  him  into  an  abfnrdity  unexampled.  Fie 
hath  poured  forth  his  vehemence  againft  the  miniftry, 
for  their  countenance  of  one  who  has  only  attempted,  to, 
revile  the  revolution,  in  favour  of  another,  who  as  he 
has  acknowledged,  hath  actually  reviled  that  very 
revolution',  in  a  libel  before  them.  1  take  the  force 
of  argument,  and  the  uninefcifuinefs  of  the  conclufion 
to  be  extremely  tranfcendant  in  this  initance. 

But  there  is  yet  another  circumftance  fingularly 
remarkable  in  this  paifage.  This  member  of  found 
feme,  is  miftaken  in  the  matter  of  fact.  For  Sir  John 
Dalrymple  hath  not  attempted  to  revile  the  revo 
lution,  nor  to  defame  thofe  heroes,  who  may  as 
juftly  be  faid  to  have  gloriouily  paved  the  way  to 
the  new  Jerufalem,  as  to  the  revolution.  But  let 
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Sir  John  defend  hirnfdf,  refpeding  his  treatment 
of  the  revolution.  As  to  Ruflel  and  Sydney,  he 
Hands  forth,  in  his  Memoirs,  their  confpicuous 
panegyrift.  It  mufl  be  allowed,  indeed,  that  he 
has  adopted  a  new  mode  of  verifying  fads  in 
hiltory,  by  bunging  indifputable  authorities  to 
difprove  the  truth  of  them.  And  now  I  would 
advife  this  formidable  orator  to  let  that  drop  of 
Sydney  blood  out  of  his  veins,  if  it  have  not  already 
corrupted  the  whole  mafs.-  -  "It  is  a  general  rule,, 
lays  Mr.  Bayes,  that  you  mud  ever  make  a  fimile 
when  you  are  furpriled."  Now,  as  I  am  doubly 
furpriied,  on  this  occafion,  before  I  proceed  to 
offer  my  reaions,  for  advifing  this  moil  formidable 
member  in  oppofition  to  let  out  this  Sydney  drop, 
I  (hall  explain  the  \.\vv  fur  prizes,  and  then  bring 
tWQfimiles. 

Firft  furprize.  That  an  orator  fo  refpectable,  or 
fuch  found  feme,  fo  formidable  in  oppofition  to  the 
miniftry,  with  all  the  other  great  talents  and  qua 
lifications  mentioned  in  his  character,  fhould  make 
inch  a  fpeech  as  the  preceding. 

Second  furprize.  That  any  man,  who  had 
heard  that  fpeech,  could  have  conceived  the  ora 
tor  to  be  a  perfonof  fuch  prodigious  merit,  fpirit, 
wit,  eloquence,  &c.  even  when  he  is  fluent. 

Thefe  fmgular  phenomena  may  receive  a  full 
explanation,  by  the  fole  circumftance  of  fuppofing 
the  fpeaker  and  the  panegyrift  to  be  the  fame  per- 
fon  ;  and  then  the  furprizes  ceafe.  However  that 
may  be,  I  am  neverthelefs  refolved  that  my  readers 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  {hall  have  the 
two  fimiles. 

Firft  fimile.     If  you  put  a  calf's  head  in  a  pot 

and  fet  it  on  the  fire,  with  the  cover  on,  you  will 

find,  by  degrees,  that  the  heat  below  raiies  the 

'     J      to  fcum 


icum  to  the  furface,  fets  the  pot  a  boiling,  and  drives 
that  fcum,  with  a  blubbering  impetuofity,  which 
ftruggles  for  an  explofion,  between  the  pot-lid  and 
the  pot ;  then  thick  and  filthy  it  creeps  down  the 
footy  fides  of  it.  In  this  cafe,  the  formidableneis 
arifes  from  the  danger  of  being  fcalded,  if  we  ap 
proach  too  near  the  vehemence  of  the  fphmering 
utenfil.  This  I  take  to  be  a  pretty  exact  refem- 
blance  of  the  unmerciful  orator,  when  he  is  not 
fluent. 

Second  fimile.  If  you  place  a  barrel  of  new 
fmall  beer  on  a  dray,  by  the  agitation  of  the  ve* 
hide,  the  fermentation  vaftly  encreafes,  the  dregs 
rife  to  the  top,  and  the  vehemence  of  the  work 
ing  will  fplit  the  cafk,  unlefs  you  open  the  vent *, 
then  out  fprings  the  foaming,  turbid,  fplriclefs  li 
quor,  riles  prodigioufly  into  the  fublime,  exhaufts 
its  frifky  force,  and  on  the  vefiel's  fides  flows  fwiftly 
down.  In  this  cafe,  the  formidableneis  arifes  from 
the  danger  of  being  horridly  befpattered  if  you 
approach  too  near  the  cafk.  This  I  take  to  be  the 
true  refemblance  of  this  refpeclable  orator,  when 
he  is  fluent. 

When  the  colonel,  in  the  Committee,  bids 
Teague  to  carry  a  meflfage  to  Mrs.  Day,  who  had 
been  his  father's  cook-maid,  the  Irifhman  tells  his 
matter  that,  on  the  fight  of  her,  the  pots  and  the 
ipits  will  come  into  his  head,  and  the  laugh  up 
on  his  face,  againil  which  the  colonel  gives  him 
the  ftrpngeft  injunction.  In  like  manner,  when 
this  unmerciful  orator  [hall  again  harangue  the 
houfe,  I  warn  the  commons  neither  to  let  the  pot 
nor  the •  fmall  beer  barrel  to  come  into  their  heads, 
nor  the  laugh  on  their  faces  :  But  to  behave  with 
ail  due  decorum  to  Ib  rtfpefiablc  a  member. 

And 


(     5'     ) 

And  now,  having  anfwered  this  fpeaker,  of  old 
whiggifh  principles,  of  found  fcnfe,  fpirited  con- 
du6t,  vehement  manner,  and  formidablenefs  inop- 
pofition  ;  of  linking  character,  the  ready  advo 
cate  for  enlarged  and  general  meafures  •,  and  the  pa 
tron  of  madhoufes ;  I  mnft  acknowledge  in  the  lad 
he  affords  a  finking  inflance  of  difintereftediids; 
fince,  from  thence,  he  has  no  advantage  to  expecl, 
being  in  no  more  danger  of  lofing  his  underiland- 
ing,  than  a  perion  is  of  being  robbed,  who  has  no 
thing  to  lofe. 

Clamabit  vacuus  ccram  dcftcre  orator. 

Befides  the  preceding  excellences,  he  is  the  foul 
of  oppofition  •,  has  great  eloquence,  when  he  is 
fluent  j  more  effectual,  fiery,  fpirited  and  com 
manding,  in  attacking  a  minifter,  than  any  man  ; 
he  is  arT  unmerciful  old  Whig,  and  abhorrer  of 
Tories  and  Jacobites ;  an  orator  of  prodigious  me 
nu,  great  fpirit,  wit,  and  as  little  mercy- ;  whom 
lord  North  attempted  to  anfwer,  but  failed.  Such, 
and  fo  formidable  being  the  man,  whom  I  have 
engaged,  I  fliall,  in  imitation  of  Sir  John  Fal- 
ftaffe,  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  after  he  had  killed 
a  dead  Percy,  prefume  to  tell  his  lordfhip,  '"that 
if  he  do  me  ju (lice  fo;  if  not,  let  him  demolifh 
the  next  unmerciful  Tommy  Townfhend  himfelf. 
1  look  either  to  have  my  penfion  doubled,  or  a 
good  plac-e^  I  can  afiure  him." 

Havii^'difpatchcd  my  animadverfions,  furprizes, 
and  fimiles,  I  fliall  now  proceed  to  affign  my  rea- 
fons  for  advifmg  the  right  honourable  orator  to  let 
that  drop  of  Sydney  blood  out  of  his  veins.  And 
to  this  intent,  1  (hall  endeavour  to  give  a  faithful 
portrait  of  this  glorious  hero,  Algernon  Sydney  -,  a 
drop  of  whofe  i acred  blood,  like  a  faint's  relique, 

II  is 
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is  fo  much  adored  by  him.  And  fir  ft,  of  his  po 
litical  principles,  in  civil  inftitutions.  *  He  was  a 
zealous  republican,  who  upheld  the  magiftracyj 
and  the  miniftry,  without  a  Tingle  perfon,  king- 
fhip,  or  houfe  of  lords.  In  his  religious  eftablifh- 
ment,  he  was  averfe  from  the  church  of  Eng 
land,  her  doctrines,  difcipline,  rites  and  ceremo 
nies  ;  an  enemy  co  epifcopacy,  and  to  all  degrees  of 
dignity  in  ecclefiaftical  polity.  As  a  necefiary  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  principles,  he  was  an  avowed 
enemy  to  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  which 
the  orator  not  only  effects  to  admire  and  efteem, 
but  to  abhor  thofe  alfo,  who,  as  he  fays,  have  en 
deavoured  to  overturn  it.  He  held  that  kings 
were  the  truftees  of,  and  derived  their  authority 
from  the  people;  that  the  people  are  the  fole 
judges  of  their  regal  government;  have  a  right 
to  take  arms ;  to  dethrone  their  fovereigns,  to 
change  the  conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate; 
and  that  the  king,  being  a  politic  perfon,  unlefs  he 
be  deftroyed  in  his  natural  capacity,  it  is  not  high 
treafon. 

In  obedience  to  thefe  principles,  he  took  arms, 
and  engaged  in  the  grand  rebellion  againft  Charles 
the  firft;  in  which  it  does  not  appear  that  he  fig- 
nalized  himfelf  by  any  confpicuous  action.  He  was 
zealous  and  active,  in  all  the  prepofterous  changes, 
ecclefiaftical  and  civil,  of  thefe  times,  till  Crom 
well  aflumed  the  fole  government  of  the  king 
dom  ;  and  he  vehemently  oppoled  Richard,  after 
Oliver's  death.  At  this  time,  unaltered  in  opi 
nion,  by  the  long  experience  of  that  anarchy  and 
defpotilm,  which  fubfifted  under  the  various  forms 
that  government  received,  and  which  dcmon- 
llrated  the  madnefs  of  expecting  liberty  from  prin 
ciples 

*  Life  of  Sydney,  p.  5,  his  difcourfes,  paffim. 
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ciples  fo  abfurd  and  impracticable. '  Inftigated  by 
the  fame  pertinacioufhefs  of  democratic  fury,  and 
prefbyterian  fanaticifm,  he  united  with  Praifegod 
Barebones,  and  his  rump,  under  a  folemn  obliga 
tion  to  accomplifh  the  exclufion  of  kings,  pro 
tectors,  nobles  and  the  church  of  England. 

At  the  reiteration,  he  was  excepted  amongft 
the  regicides,  as  a  man  incompatible  by  his  hatred  to 
the  conftitution,  and  as  irreconcileable  to  a  king  in 
allegiance  by  any  ads  of  kindnefs.  On  his  feli 
citation  to  Henry  Saville,  ambaflador  in  France, 
to  interfere  in  procuring  him  liberty  to  return  to 
England,  he  was  fuffered  to  revifit  his  native  land  ; 
and  obtained  his  pardon  from  Charles  the  fecond. 
Notwithftanding  this  act  of  mercy,  in  the  king, 
and  without  his  having  performed  a  fingle  acl, 
during  his  'exile,  which  might  merit  this  forgive- 
nefs,  he  immediately  became  a  traitor  to  that  very 
prince  ;  and  an  agent  of  the  king  of  France,  in 
order  to  promote  the  defigns  of  that  monarch,  and 
to  oppoie  thofeof  his  lawful  Ipvereign.  And  to  this 
flagitious  purpofe  he  was  purchaled  by  a  penfion, 
paid  him  by  Barillon,  the  French  ambaifador  at 
the  court  of  England.  This  treachery,  which  was 
fuipe&ed  during  his  life,  hath  been  lately  verified 
by  indifputable  authorities,  taken  from  the  letters 
of  Barillon,  preferved  in  the  proper  place  of  de- 
pofiting  fuch  records  in.  France.  And  in  a  letter 
of  Sydney  to  Henry  Saville,  who,  like  him,  was 
a  republican,  and  a  traitor  to  his  matter,  it  is  fo 
far  confirmed  as  to  mew,  that  both  Sydney  and 
Saville  were  fecretly  intriguing  with  the  French 
court,  againft  their  fovereign  :  for  in  that  letter  he 
fays,  *"you  know  Monfteur  de  Barillon  governs  us  if9 
he  be  not  miftaken,"  Let  the  man  who-  glories  in 
H  2  having 

*  Sydney's  letter  to  Saville,  p.  45. 


having  one  drop  of  Sydney  blood  in  him,  explain 
this  paffage  to  any  purpofe  but  the  former,  if  he  can. 
Not  fatisfied  with  this  treachery  and  ingratitude 
to  the  king,  whofe  lawful  authority  he  acknow 
ledged,  by  accepting  pardon  and  life  from  his 
hands,  he,  with  the  lords  Shafufbury,  RufTel,  and 
others,  became  the  patrons  and  abettors  of  the 
enormous  perjuries  of  Titus  Gates,  refpcdting  a 
Popilh  plot  againft  the  king's  life.  The  moft 
groundlefs,  malicious,  and  inhuman  machination, 
that  ever  villains  invented  or  fupported.By  this  in 
fernal  fiftion  not  lefs  than  twenty  men,  entirely  in 
nocent  of  the  charge,  perifhed  by  the  hands  of  the 
pnbhc  executioner ;  among  whom  was  the  aged  and 
virtuous  lord  Stafford.  This  nefarioufnefs  being  ac~ 
complifhed,  Sydney,  with  the  lords  RuflH,  Effex, 
Howard,  Grey,  together  with  Sir  Thomas  Arm* 
ftrong,  Ferguibn  the  Prefbyterian  teacher,  Rum- 
fey,  Rumbold,  Nelthorpe,  Wade,  Goodenough, 
Walcot,  Thomlbn,  Burton  Hone,  and  a  few 
more,  prefumed  themfelves  to  be  tae  people  of 
England;  pronounced  that  the  king  had,  by  his 
maladminiftration,  forfeited  his  right  to  reign  ; 
and  therefore,  that  it  was  lawful  to  dethrone  him 
by  any  means  whatever.  And,  with  that  intent, 
they  entered  into  a  confpiracy  to  take  arms,  and  to 
affaffinate  their  fovcreign.  Such'  were  the  natural 
effects  of  thole  principles  which  thefe  men  ef- 
poufed.  And  is  there  not  ibmething  fimilar  that 
leerns  to  prevail,  at  prefent  ?  do  not  the  alder 
men  Wilkes,  Crolby,  Bui!,  and  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  together  with  the  bill  of  rights  men  •,  the 
aldermen  Sawbridge,  Townfhend,"  Oliver,  Ca 
tharine  Macauley,  and  the  conititutional  fociety  •* 
together  with  a  majority  of  the  common-council, 
the  livery  of  London,  and  the  mob  of  Newcaftle, 

the 
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the  men  of  tender  cofifcience,  and  the  Antiarticu- 
larians  of  the  Feathers  Tavern,  prefume  to  be  the 
whole  people  of  England  at  this  day  ?  and  as  their 
principles  are  the  fame  with  republicans  and  regi 
cides,  is  it  not  neceflTaf  y  to  be  watchfulof  their  actions  ? 
The  plot  being  difcovered,  Sydney  was  appre 
hended,  tried,  found  guilty,  and  beheaded.     And 
although  the  lav/  may  have  been  unjuftly  drained, 
in  converting  the  papers,  which  were  found  in  his 
clofet,  to  a  fecond  evidence  againft  him,  becatife  this 
proof,  the  crime  of  high  tredbn  undoubtedly  de- 
4  mands :  and  which  can  never  be  violated,  but  by 
the  outrage  of  an   unmerciful  and  unjuil  judge. 
And  altho'  Sydney  were  not  lawfully  put  to  death, 
yet  is  there  a  man,    now  living,  who  believes  'he 
was  not  engaged  in  this  confpiracy,  to  take  away  the 
life  of  that  king,  who  gave  him  his,   and  therefore 
that  he  defer  ve-d  his  fate  r  perfons  of  upright  hearts  will 
moft  certainly  condemn  and  deteft  the   niagiftrate; 
but  can  that  violence,  on  one  fide,  exculpate  the 
criminality  on  the  other  ?  was  Sydney  in  fact  thcmor-e 
to  be  pitied  as   a  traitor,  becaufe  he   iuffered    by 
the    fcntence  of  the    unjuft   and    cruel  Jefferies? 
And  permit    me   to   afk,    that,    fmce   no   argu 
ment  can  palliate  this  illegal  execution,  even  of  a 
guilty  man-,  what  have  the    Whigs  of  king  Wil 
liam's  reign  to  offer  in  their  excufe,  who,  through 
deficiency  of  a  fecond  witnefs,    made  an  exprefs 
law   of   attainder,    to  put  Sir  John  Fenwick   to 
death ;  againll  whom    nothing   can   be  faid,  that 
will  not  be  equally  applicable  to  Algernon  Sydney. 
Such  was  this  heroic  Sydney,    by  principle,  a 
republican-,    by  practice,  a  rtbel ;  by  intention,  a 
regicide;    and,  in  all,    a  fanatic  viiionary.     His 
doctrine,  refpecling  the  right  of  the  people  to  op- 
poie  their  fovereigns  in  arms,  to  judge,  depoie, 
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and  put  them  to  death,  if  they  be  fuftainable  in 
any  (late ;  and  on  the  utmoft  emergencies ;  are 
fuch  as  are  the  moft  caufelefsly  promulged  in  this 
kingdom.  For,  by  this  conftitution,  the  minifter 
is  anfwerable  for  the  conduct  of  public  affairs,  the 
people  have  their  reprefentatives,  and  they  are,  by 
their  duty  and  their  office,  obliged  to  fuperintend 
the  adminiftration  of  the  realm.  They  are  the 
grand  inqueft  of  the  kingdom,  and  bound  to  im 
peach  the  perpetrators  of  national  mifchief.  The 
lords  are  the  higheft  court  of  juftice,  before  whom 
minifterial  offenders  are  legally  to  be  brought : 
and  it  is  their  duty  to  try,  to  acquit,  or  to  find  them 
guilty.  And  laftiy,  the  king  has  the  power  of  life 
and  death,  to  pardon  or  to  confirm  the  fentence. 

Hence  it  is  evident,  that,  in  all  cafes  of  public 
malveriation,  the  people  have,  at  firft,  a  right 
only  to  apply  to  their  repreientatives  for  redrefs  of 
grievances.  If  they  neglect  their  duty,  it  is  againft 
them,  who  are  their  fervants,  that  refentment 
ought  to  be  exerted.  But  if  theie  impeach  the 
minifter,  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  the 
latter  refufe  or  evade  the  claims  of  juftice ;  it  is 
againft  them  the  people  have  then  their  right  of 
manifefting  their  indignation.  If  this  high  tri 
bunal  acquit  the  impeached  minilter,  there  the 
affair  muft  legally  reft.  If  they  find  him  guilty, 
and  the  king  refufe  to  fign  his  fentence,  or  par 
don  him  unmeriting  it ;  then,  and  then  only,  the 
people  can  claim  the  leaft  right  of  appealing  to  their 
ibvercign,  in  fearc  h  of  juftice  ^  when  if  it  be  rtfuied, 
and  the  caufe  be  worthy  of  fuch  puriint,  they  may  feek 
redrefs  by  thofe  means  which  God  has  given  them. 

But  in  all  fuch  caies,  nothing  but  a  certain  ma 
jority  of  the  people  can  properly  apply  to  their  re 
preientatives  3  and  a  majority  of  their  reprefentatives 

to 
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to  the  houfe  of  lords;  a  denial  of  juftire,  oh  theif 
part,  can  alone  vindicate  the  people  in  feekingfrom 
them  redrefs;  and  then  on  that  of  the  fovereign,  be 
fore  the  people  can  juftiriablytake  arms  againft  him. 
And  now  we  can  aicertain  by  what  means  that 
hero,  fo  gloriouily  paved  the  way  to  the  revoluti 
on.  By  rebelling  againft  Charles  the  firft  j  fub* 
verting  the  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate-,  and 
approving  the  murder  of  that  fovereign.  By  engag 
ing  with  the  rump  parliament,  to  govern  without  a 
king  or  houfe  of  lords.  By  becoming  the  penfioned 
traitor  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth ;  and  entering  into 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  that  king,  who  had 
given  him  his.  By  being  tried,  found  guilty,  and 
executed  for  rebellion.  Such  is  the  hero  and  coufifi 
•of  the  refpectable  member ;  fuch  are  the  deeds 
for  which  he  ftiles  him  glorious.  And  thefe,  1 
fhould  think,  can  form  but  a  fcurvy  pavement  to 
the  revolution.  Are  thefe  the  true  old  whiggifh 
principles  allb,  for  which  he  is  remarkable  ?  and  lee 
me  tell  this  coufm  Tommy,  that  his  hero  ieems  to 
have  entertained  no  favourable  opinion,  either  of 
the  intentions  or  abilities  of  King  William.  For, 
in  a  letter  to  Saviile,  p.  46,  he  fays,  "  I  longfmce 
found  that  the  defign  or  lending  H.  Sydney  into 
Holland,  was  like  the  reft  of  Sir  William  Tem 
ple's  projects  j  a  matter  of  great  depth,  and  kepc 
fo  clofe,  that  not  one  of  them  would  fpeak  to  me 
of  it ;  but  this  day  was  a  fe'ennight,  a  gentleman 
that  came  to  fee  me,  took  a  letter  out  of  his  pock 
et,  newly  come  from  Holland,  wherein  the  whole 
end  of  his  negotiation  is  let  out  very  plainly  -, 
which,  in  (hort,  is  underftood  to  be  no  more,  than 
under  a  pretence  of  a  guaranty,  to  draw  Holland 
and  Spain  inio  a  league  with  England  -9  which  may 
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help  the  prince  of  Orange  with  an  occafiori  of 
breaking  the  peace  lately  made  •,  which,  I  believe, 
will  take  effect,  if  the  French  can  be  perfuaded  to 
Jleep  three  months,  and  take  no  notice  of  it ;  if 
the  Loveftein  party,  in  Holland,  and  their  aflb- 
ciates,  can  be  brought  to  believe  the  prince  of 
Orange  thinks  of  advancing  no  inter  eft  but  tbe  pub 
lic  good  of  his  country ,  and  if  our  houfe  of  com 
mons  can  be  fo  well  iatisfied  with  the  management 
of  the  laft  bufinefs  in  Flanders,  as  to  be  willing  to 
raife  a  new  army,  under  the  fame  conduft-,  and  to 
believe  one  that  is  fo  raifed,  will  conduce  to  the 
defence  of  Flanders  as  much  as  the  lad." 

From  this  opinion  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  con 
joined  with  the  democratic  fanaticifm  of  Sydney, 
does  it  not  appear  extremely  probable,  that  if  he 
intended  to  pave  the  way  to  a  revolution,  it  was  of 
a  different  kind  from  that  of  placing  king  Wil 
liam  on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms  ?  for  fuch  was 
the  temper  of  all  thofe.  implacable  contenders  for 
liberty,  that,  when  once  they  had  rifen  above  the 
lawful  authority  of  the  king,  by  the  arms  of  an 
infatuated  populace,  they  never  imagined  themfelves 
in  real  liberty,  till  thole  very  people  were  fnbdued 
to  an  impracticability  of .  oppofing  them.  In  this 
manner,  thefe  iearchei's  of  the  lord  and  liberty, 
obtained  an  afcendant  over  one  another,  as  the 
preibyterian  and  the  independent  rebelsoccafionally 
prevailed,  till  abfolute  power,  in  order  to  obtain  an 
a.bfolute  freedom .  for  himfelf  alone,  centered  in  Oli 
ver-  Cromwei  -,  and  chat  the  foul  of  Sydney  was  of  the 
fame  form  is  evidently  fcen  in  Thurloe's  memoirs. 
Such  was  the  heroic  Algernon,  one  drop  of  whofe 
blood  the  unmerciful  Tommy  Townmend  fo  much 
eiteems.  On  this  account,  will  not  that  right  ho 
nourable  gentleman  exhibit  a  ftronger  indication 
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of  found  fenfe  and  fpirited  conduct,  in  letting  our, 
than  preferving,  that  rebellious  drop  ?  and  when  he 
charged  Dr.  Johnfon  and   me  with   endeavouring 
to  overturn   the  conititution,  and  the  laws ;    and 
with  offences  little  fhort  of  treaton  ;  did  he  not  de 
viate  into  the  moil  flagrant  inconfiftency,  to  value 
his  confanguinity  with  Algernon  Sydney,  whom  he 
denominates   a  glorious  hero,  for  having  perpe 
trated  crimes  egregioufly  more  enormous  than  thofe 
of  which  he  falfely  accufes  us?  does  this  abfurdity, 
in  that  formidable  orator,   fpring  from  (hare  igno 
rance  ?  or  from  what  motive,  whilft  he  is  labouring 
to  reprefent  us  to  bs  little  lefs  than  traitors,  does 
he  eflimate  himfelffo  highly  for  his  alliance  with 
Algernon  Sydney,  than  whom  no  hiftory  has  yet 
produced  a  more  fanguinary  and  ungrateful  traitor  \ 
not  to  his  fovereigns  only,  but  to  the  conftitution  of 
his  country  alfo  ?    does  not  this  condemnation  of 
Dr.   Johnfon  and   myfelf  originate  in  his  bofbm, 
becaufe  we  have   fhewen   our  allegiance  and  duty 
to  his  prefent   majefty,    by  our  writings  j  and  the 
fenfelefs  effufion  of  his  panegyric  proceed  from 
the  like  principles,  which  actuated  the  rebel  heart 
of  his  heroic  coufm  Sydney  ? 

I  have  now  done  with  this  mod  refpeftable 
member,  and  his  Sydney  drop.  I  mail  now 
proceed  to  examine  the  fpeech  of  counfellor  Lee, 
a  gentleman  in  whom  the  niceft  ballance  cannot 
determine  whether  modefty  or  argument  do  molt 
preponderate.  This  fpeech  was  inferted  in  the 
rublic  Ledger,  the  J2th  of  July,  and  delivered 
on  the  triafof  the  printers  for  that  very  paper 
which  engendered  that  very  fpeech  of  -prodigious 
merit,  which  bluftered  from  the  oratoric  lips  of  the 
formidable  fpeaker,  already  mentioned.  We  all 
know  that  a  dog  will  return  to  his  own  vomit,  but 
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not  to  that  of  another.  On  this  occafion,  this 
learned  and  modeft  advocate  returns  to  lick  up  the 
filthy  fcum,  or  foaming  muddy  and  ipiritlefs  fmali 
beer  that  fell  from  the  moft  refpeftable  orator, 
and  fpews  it  out  once  more  in  defence  of  the  fame 
printers,  in  a  fecond  fpeech  of  equally  prodigious 
merit.  Among  others,  he  is  pleafed  to  favour  me. 
with  one  fhort  pafiage  of  his  matchlefs  harangue. 
"  Such  a  fellow  as  Shebbeare,  after  grofsly  tra 
ducing  the  moil  illuftrious  character  of  the  age, 
and  reviling  in  almoft  direct  terms,  the  revoluti 
on,  he  we  find  rewarded  with  a  penfion."  Now  I 
am  really  at  a  lofs,  to  comprehend  whom  he  in 
tends  by  that  defcription  of  the  moft  illufirious  cha- 
caffer  of  the  age  :  and,  therefore,  until  he  mail  be 
pleafed  to  name  the  perfon,  and  prove  him  to  be 
that  illuftrious  character,  1  fhall  not  attempt  to 
vindicate  myfelf  from  the  charge  of  traducing  him. 
But  what  fuch  a  fellow  as  Lee  can  mean,  by  my 
reviling,  in  almoft  direct  terms,  -the  revolution,  I 
cannot  comprehend  :  becaufe,  in  the  fixth  letter 
to  the  people  of  England,  for  which  1  fu.ffered» 
it  is  faid  of  the  revolution,  *c  I  muft  recur  to  thefe 
times,  when  James  the  lecond  was  exiled  from 
thefe  realms :  it  will  be  necefiary  to  remind  you, 
what  were  the  honourable  difpolitions  of  Englifli 
men,  the  happy  ftate  and  condition  of  your  com 
merce  and  taxes  at  that  hour.  At  that  time,  the 
love  of  liberty  and  their  conftitution  trueiy  ani 
mated  the  natives  of  England  to  oppoie  the 
nfurpation  of  unlawful  power  in  the  iovereign  and 
his  minifters :  then  it  was  that  zeal  for  the  efta-- 
bliilied  faith,  infpired  your  bifhops  to  refift  every 
attempt  upon  your  religion  :  then  it  was  you  were 
a  brave  and  honourable  people :  then  it  was  that 
two  millions  fuppljed  the  annual  expences  in  time 
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taxes  in  every  twenty,  which  ydu  fpent,  which  are 
now  rifen  to  fourteen.  Such  was  your  bliisful 
fiate  when  James  was  driven  hence,  and  William 
and  Mary  mounted  the  throne  of  their  father,  and 
of  thefe  realms :  a  ficuation,  which  no  other  iu:te 
in  Europe  could  pofTefs ;  becaufe  not  blefied  with 
fuch  natural  advantages."  And  now  I  appeal  to 
ihe  world,  whether  Tommy  Townlhend  and  fucfy 
a  fellow  as  Lee,  have  not  aflerted  a  whole  falfer 
hood,  when  they  fay,  "  I  have  reviled,  in  almoft 
direct  terms,  the  revolution  ?" 

It  is  true,  indeed,  if  thefe  orators  mean  by  the 
revolution,  the  mifchiefs  that  were  produced  by 
thofe  rniniiters  who  engaged  this  nation  in  an  ex- 
penfive  and  unfuccefsful  war,  to  fupport  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Dutch ;  who  fpread  univerfal  cor 
ruption  through  the  parliament  j  purchafed  the 
members  to  exhauft  the  treafure,  and  lavifh  the 
blood  of  their  fellow-fubjects,  encreafed  their  taxes, 
railed  the  prices  of  the  neceffaries  of  life,  and  mer- 
cilefsly  mortgaged  them  and  their  potlerity  for 
the  payment  of  thofe  imme-nfe  fums  which  they 
fquandered  for  alien  interefts,  and  to  enrich  them- 
felves  j  then^  indeed,  that  fellow  Lee  might  have 
left  out  his  aknoft.  And  if  expofmg  fuch  enormous 
iniquities  be  reviling  the  revolution,  I  have  revile4 
it,  and  glory  in  that  acl. 

There  are,  in  Italy,  a  fet  of  men,  known  by 
the  name  of  banditti,  who  feem  to  poffels  a  drop 
;of  the  Sydney  blood,  and  to  be  actuated  by  whig- 
gifh  principles.  Their  occupation  coniifts  in 
robberies,  and  murder,  and  they  claim  the  right 
of  perpetrating  fuch  execrable  actions  under 
the  name  of  liberty  of  confcience.  Whenever  it 
happens  that  thefe  formidable  and  unmerciful  gen- 
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tlemen  of  prodigious  merit  are  difcovered,  and  in- 
danger  of  being  apprehended,  they  fly  to  that 
church  fora  fanctuary,  whole  holy  ordinances  they 
have  conilamiy  violated,  and  into  which  they  have 
never  entered,  but  for  the  fake  of  committing 
facrilege,  till  that  moment  of  leeking  fafety  from 
the  hands  of  public  juftice.  In  Tike  manner, 
this  fellow  Lee  and  others  who  have  been  educated 
in  whiggifh  principles,  and  all  thole  practices 
which  have  fucceeded  the  cxpulfion  of  James  the 
fecond,  fly  to  the  revolution*  as  to  an  afylum  from 
the  deteftauon  which  attends  their  mildeeds  ;  and 
thank  God  for  having  been  bred  in  fuch  principles, 
as  never  can  legitimately  produce  fuch  practices  as 
they  purfue:  and  thus  they  would  fanctify  them- 
felves  by  a  word  inapplicable  to  them  and  their  ac 
tions,  without  a  violation  of  every  idea  that  originally 
attended  it,  and  hardily  hold  up  their  faces  againft 
truth  itfelf.  So  much  for  the  modefly  of  Mr.  Lee  -,  I 
fhall  now  proceed  to  the  argumentative  part  of 
his  fpeech,  in  defence  of  his  clients.  It  is  that 
becaufe  I  receive  a  pen  Don,  the  printers  were  to 
tfcape  conviction.  If  this  could  have  anfwered 
that  purpofe,  I  fhould  have  had  no  objection  to  it. 
But  ought  not  chat  learned  advocate  to  have  reflect 
ed  before  he  felected  this  argument  from  Tommy 
the  orator,  that  whilir.  he  was  bringing  me  as  a 
penfioner,  before  the  courr,  which  as  he  was  not 
pleading  for  a  penfion  for  his  client,  did  not  pro- 
mile  to  be  of  much  fervice  to  his  caufe ;  he 
mud  inevitably  recall  me  as  a  perfon  that  had  been 
punifhed  for  a  libel,  from  which  accufation  it  was 
his  duty  to  defend  his  client.  By  that  fmgular  and 
ufeful  mode  of  defence,  did  he  not  produce  a  pre 
cedent  that  operated  in  diametrical  oppofuion  to 
that  end,  to  which  his  rhetoric  fhould  have  iblely 
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tended  ?  a  confiftency  of  arguing  which  he  has  imU 
tared  alib  from  the  refpe&able  Tommy  Townfhend. 

Mr.  Lee  now  riles  to  the  very  fummit  of  the 
fublime,  and  gives  us  an  inflance  of  his  oratorio 
powers,  fuch  as  is  not  to  be  found  either  in  Lon- 
ginus,  or  Mr.  Burke.  "Rufiel,  Sydney,  and  other 
ornaments  of  human  nature,  have  not  efcaped  the 
traduftory  malice  of  a  libeller.  In  a  book  called 
Memoirs  of  Great  Britain,  they  are  mod:  otM> 
rageouily  defamed."  I  have  already  fliewn  what 
an  amazing  ornament  Sydney  was  to  human  nature* 
From  this  vehement  effufion  of  ill-timed  pane* 
gyric  in  Mr,  Lee;  may  not  the  world  be  inclined 
to  conclude,  either  that  his  whole  body  is  filled 
with  Sydney  blood  «,  or  his  whole  foul  with  fimilar 
principles  ?  which,  if  it  be,  may  their  firnilitnde 
be  continued  to  the  end,  and  his  exit  like  that  of 
him  whom  he  fo  rapturoufly  pronounces  to  be  an 
ornament  to  human  nature ;  the  moft  certain  way 
in  which  this  gentleman  can  be  exalted  to  a  like 
•diftinction  among  poiterity^ 

Mr.  Lee  continues.  "  Not  that  I  blame  an 
-hiftorian  for  laying  fads  before  his  readers,  but  I 
blame  him  for  prejudging  a  caufe  by  preliminary 
remarks  of  his  own  ;  yet  this  is  the  cafe  of  the 
compiler  of  the  book  in  queftion  ;  he  prefaces  his 
anecdotes  with  a  prejudication  of  characters;  and 
he  fays,  that  when  the  force  of  truth  compelled 
him  to  prejudge  them,  he  felt  as  a  father  would 
do  whofe  Ion  had  cowardly  turned  his  back  in  the 
day  of  battle.'* 

Now  it  fo  happens,  that  in  all  this  prodigious 
explofion  of  rhetorical  refentment  again  ft  Dal- 
ryrnple,  there  is  not  one  fy liable  of  truth,  ift, 
That  writer,  in  his  Memoirs,  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
traduftory  or  malicious  libeller,  who  has  molt 
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outrageoufly  defamed  both  Rufitl  and  Sydney* 
that  he  has  adopted  the  opinion  of  Whigs  and 
Prefbyterians,  and  is  manifeftly  the  encomiaft  of 
thole  two  men.  2d,  The  words  which  Mr.  Lee 
recites  are  not  thofe  of  the  hiftorian.  Thefe  are> 
*'c  when  I  found  in  the  French  difpatches  lord 
Ruflel,  intriguing  with  the  court  of  Verfailies  ^ 
and  Algernon  Sydney  taking  money  from  it,  I  felt 
very  near  the  fame  fhock,  as  if  1  had  ieen  a  fort 
turn  his  back  in  the  day  of  battle."  Where  then 
are  the  preliminary  remarks  of  prejudging  ?  where 
does  he  lay  the  force  of  truth  compelled  him  to 
prejudge  ?  3d,  Thefe  preliminary  were  pofterior 
remarks,  and  were  not  printed  in  a  preface  to  the 
memoirs  ;  and  therefore  could  be  no  prejudication 
of  the  characters,  unlefs  that  which  follows  pre 
cedes  the  thing  which  it  lucceeds.  They  were 
printed  in  a  preface  to  the  fecond  volume,  con 
taining  a  collection  of  ftate  papers,  including  in 
dubitable  fads,  two  years  after  die  memoirs  had 
been  publifhed.  And  thus  it  happens  that  the 
cafe,  which  Mr.  Lee  blames,  has  no  exiflence  $ 
and  that,  which  he  approves,  is  the  real  cafe. 
To  what  then  is  this  truthlefs  exhibition  of  Mr. 
Lee  to  be  attributed?  to  his  modeft  affurance-j 
which  incontinently  prompts  him  to  utter  every 
kind  of  defamation  againft  thole  whom  he  pleafes 
to  traduce?  to  his  ignorance,  which  precludes  hint 
from  the  underftanding  of  what  he  reads,  which 
has  miftaken  the  true  ftate  for  the  falfe,  the  pre 
face  of  the  fecond  volume,  for  that  of  the  firft  j 
and  put  that  in  the  front  which  follows  in  the 
rear?  or  to  his  love  of  veracity,  which  uniformly 
inclines  him  to  repreient  things  as  they  are  not  ? 
it  muft  -be  allowed,  however,  that  in  the  act  of 
fpeaking  great  words,  to  no  purpofe,  this  gen 
tleman 
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tleinan  has  exhibited  a  fpecimen  of  prodigious 
merit. 

Mr.  Lee  perfeveres.  "But  we  fee  no  notice 
taken,  no  complaint  made  of  a  book  wherein  the 
characters  of  men,  hitherto  deemed  an  honour  to 
their  country,  are  traduced  and  villified ;  their 
defunft  manes  are  impioufly  intuited,  their  living 
defendants  are  bafely  dishonoured."  What  no 
tice  Mr.  Lee  would  have  had  taken,  or  complaint 
made  a^ainft  a  book,  which  contains  nothing  but 
the  moft  authentic  documents  of  truth,  he  may 
explain  if  he  can.  And  if  the  characters  of  thole 
he  mentions  have  hitherto  been  deemed  an  honour 
to  their  country,  it  has  been  by  rebels,  regicides, 
republicans,  Whigs,  Prefbyterians,  and  fuch  fel 
lows  as  Lee.  And,  according  to  that  orator,  it  is 
an  impious  in  fill  t  on  their  defunft  manes  to  prove, 
that  Sydney  was  a  rebel,  a  regicide  of  one 
king,  a  ftibverter  of  the  conftitution,  a  penfioned 
traitor  of  France,  and  a  confpirator  againtt  the 
life  of  another  king,  who  gave  that  Sydney  the 
privilege  of  living  in  his  native  country.  What  a 
blcffed°idea  of  impiouinefs  is  generated  in  the  con 
ceptions  of  this  advocate  and  hisafibciates !  and  if 
their  heroes  be  traduced  and  villified,  it  is  not  by 
Sir  John  Dalrymple,  but  by  truth  herfclf ;  if  iuch 
calumny  be  applicable  to  what  me  delivers.  And  if 
their  living  defendants  be  diihonoured,  it  is  by 
the  demerits  only  of  their  dead  ancertors. 

But  this  illuftrious  advocate  is  even  more  un 
merciful  than  the  formidable  Tommy  Townfhend. 
For  Le  has  put  to  .death  that  which  never  dies. 
The  manes  of  Ruffel  and  Sydney  are  defuntf.  The 
foul  which  furvives  the  body  is  dead.  This  is, 
indeed,  an  infliction  on  thefe  two  heroes-,  moft-fc»- 
wercifuL  indeed.  Counfellor  Lee  has  flairi  im 
mortality 
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mortality  itfelf,  and  put  the  very  fouls  of  RufiH 
and  Syndey  to  death ;  a  cruelty  as  much  beyond 
that  with  which  they  were  bodily  inflicted,  as  the 
deprivation  of  a  life  for  a  few  years  is  inferior  to 
that  of  eternity. 

Mr.  Lee  now  tells  us,  "  that,  fince  his  ad 
vance  to  riper  years,  he  had  well  weighed  the 
matter,  and  could  not  help  looking  upon  Wil 
liam  and  Mary  as  princes  endowed  with  every  pub 
lic  virtue,  which  could  render  them  deferving  of 
a  throne  ;  and  every  private  virtue  which  fhould 
endear  them  to  their  fubjedb."  1  have  no  incli 
nation  to  alter  this  manner  of  thinking,  in  this 
admirable  orator  :  notwithstanding  which,  I  flialr 
prefume  to  declare  that,  be  their  virtues  ever  la 
great,  the  fame  virtues  are  to  be  as  juftly  attributed 
to  his  prefent  majefty  and  his  queen.  And  1  would 
gladly  know  from  what  motives  this  ardent  allegiance, 
to  dead  kings,  an  dfuch  malevolent  inveftives  heap 
ed  on  me  for  having,  as  they  fay,  reviled  them,  can 
proceed.  On  what  account,  their  former  fovereigna 
are  fo  extolled,  and  I  am  conftantly  brought  back 
to  punifhment  ?  but  fuch  is  the  truth,  thefe  violences 
are  not  committed  on  me,  becaufe  I  have  traduced 
dead  fovereigns,  as  they  alTert  •,  but  becaufe  I  will 
not  revile  the  living.  From  this  fource  fprings 
that  iiream  of  calumny  which  they  have  turned; 
in  upon  me.  Had  I  continued  the  libeller  they 
report  me,  their  approbation  would  then  be  equat 
to  their  prefent  ilander;  I  might  have  received  the 
glorious  appellation  of  a  patriot  i  and  have  been  an 
illuftrious  chairman  at  the  bill  of  rights.  But  let  me 
be  expofed  a  thoufand  times  on  the  pillory,  and  fent 
to  prifon,  for  fuch  deeds  as  I  have  already  fuffered, 
rather  than  be  doomed  to  the  principles  of  fuch 
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men,  and  to  prefiding  in    their  chair-,    for  this 
would  be  infamy  indellible. 

Councilor  Lee  has,  indeed,  given  us  his  opi 
nion  of  the  princes,  William  and  Mary,   without 
favouring  the  public  with  his  reafons  for  adopting 
it.     I  have  given  mine,  alfo,  refpecting  his  prefenc 
majefty,  and  his  royal  confort.     I  will  not  reft  my 
fentiments  on   affertion,  but  prefume  to  compare 
the  public  and  the  private  virtues   of  the  princes, 
on  the  throne,  with  thoie  of  the  former  pair,  and 
leave  the  world  to  determine,   in  whom  they  are 
the  mod  exalted  •,  and  whether  I  be  not  as  perfectly 
juftifted,  in  this  fentiment,  as  Mr.  Lee  and  all  his 
confederates  of  fimilar  education  and  principles  can 
be  in  theirs.  With  this  view,  I  fhall  begin  with  thoie 
tranfadions  which  have  been  imputed  to  his  majefty 
•as  criminally  adminiilered,   expofe  the  futility  and 
faliehood  of  Rich  imputations  y  bring  inftances  of 
fimilar  events,  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  and 
then    defy    Tommy    Townihend,    Lee,    and    all 
of  old  whiggim  principles  to  refute  what  Hhsffl 
deliver,  or   to  fuageft  that  their  prefent  majefties 
are    not    as  juftly  entitled  to    the  encomium   of 
public1  and -of  private   virtues,    as    thole   princes 
whom  they  to  much  extol. 

i.  The'frril  imputation  of  offence,  in  his  ma- 
jefty,  is  that  of  favour itifm  to  lord  Bute.  That  no 
bleman  was  bornaBritifti  iubjea.  By  that  birth,  he  is 
equally  entitled,  with  ail  others,  to  diftindions  m 
pod  and  place.  By  his  conduct,  near  his  majefty, 
when  prince  '  of  Wales,  he  acquired  his  efteem 
and  affedion,  and  received  the  effcds  of  them, 
\vhen  the  -crown  devolved  on  bis  head.  This 
favourite  received  no  diftinftive marks  from  his  fi 
vereign  beyond  that  of  the  order  of  the  garter, 
and  ? peerage  for  his  lady.  r 
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1.  Let  .me  now  fhew  the  effects  of  favouritifm, 
in  the  reign  of  king  William.     Bendnck,    a  fo 
reigner,  was  raifed  from  being  a  gentleman  of  the 
bed-chamber  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  to  an  earl 
and  marquis  of  England.     He  was  prefented  with 
five  parts  in  fix  of  the  whole  county  of  Dtnbeigh, 
with    135,820   acres  of   the  forfeited   eftates   in 
Ireland  -9  with  large  donations  of  land  in  England, 
and  was,  in  fad,  the  fole  minifter.     Keppel,  ano 
ther  favourite,  a  Dutchman,  and  page  to  the  king, 
was  made  earl  of  Albemarle,    honoured  with  the 
order  of  the  garter,  and  prefented   with  108,633 
acres  of  the  Infti  forfeitures.     Ginckle,  a  Dutch 
man,  was  created  earl  of  Athlone.     Rouvigny,  a 
French  refugee,  earl  of  Galway.     Thefe  were  pre 
fented  with  portions  of  the  fame  lands ;  the  former 
with  26,480,  and  the  latter   with    36,148  acres. 
Elizabeth   Villiers,  a  female  favourite,  was  made 
countefs  of  Orkney,    and   prefented  with  95,649 
acres  of  king  James's  private  eftate    in  Ireland, 
of  the  yearly  income  of  25,995^     On  thefe,  and 
a  few  others,  were  bellowed,  in  acres,  1,060,792, 
• — in  rent,    2ii,223/.  — in  value,    clear  of  all  in- 
cumbrances,   1,699, 343^     Such  was  the  account 
delivered  into  parliament,    by  the  commiffioners, 
who  were  lent  to  examine  into  that  affair,  previous 
to  the  refumption,  and  as  ratified  by  the  houfe  of 
commons, 

2.  Lord  Bute  was  inhumanly  abufed  for  mak 
ing,  and  his  majefty   for  figning  the  laft  treaty  of 
peace  with  France.     And  yet,    at  this   time,  the 
cxpences  of  the  kit  year  amounted  to  more  than 
20,0  ^o,ooo/.  including  debts  incurred    and  fums 
for  i1     current  year,  that  were  raifed  without  a  loan. 
The<:~  were  borrowed  on  new  taxes,  and  the  debts 
were  rot  difcharged  till  after  the  peace.     The  pre 
mium  alio  for  procuring  this  money  amounted  to 

more 


(    69     ) 

more  than  thirty  per  cent,  the  funds  were  funk  to 
fixty-five  ;  and  a  bankruptcy  imminently  hung  over 
the  ftate,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
fallen  on  it,  had  the  war,  with  all  poflible  fuccefs, 
continued  two  years  longer,  by  which  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  fubjec"ts  had  inevitably  been  reduced  to 
the  utmoft  diftrefs.  This  peace  was  approved  by 
parliament ;  and  by  that  treaty  the  nation  acquired 
feveral  iflands  of  great  value  in  the  Weft- Indies, 
the  extenfive  province  of  Canada,  and  a  number 
of  loyal  fubjec'ts  to  oppoie  the  rebellious  intentions 
of  the  democratic  feclaries  in  America,  whofe  in- 
folence  has  excited  them  not  only  to  determine 
what  merchandife  mall  be  imported  into  that  part 
of  his  majefty's  dominions;  but  to  throw  into  the 
fivers  whatever  they  difapprove,  when  it  arrives: 
and  to  treat  with  barbarous  outrage  their  fellow- 
fubje&s  who  fhall  difcharge  their  duty,  by  carrying 
them  to  that  country,  from  this  kingdom. 

2.  King  William  entered  into  a  treaty  of  al 
liance  with  the  Emperor,  Englifh,  Spanifh,  Italian 
and  Dutch,  wherein  they  proteft,  before  God, 
that  they  will  not  make  peace  with  Lewis  the  four 
teenth  until  he  had  made  reparation  to  the  Holy 
See^  and  until  he  had  annulled  all  his  infamous  pro 
ceedings  againft  holy  father  Innocent  the  eleventh, 
and  reltored  to  the  proteftants  of  France  all  their 
pofTeffions,  and  an  entire  liberty  of  conlcience. 
And  the  proteftants  were  therein  invited  to  rebel, 
and  threatened  with  deftrudion  if  they  did  not 
join  them  in  arms  againft  their  lawful  fovereign. 
Notwithftandingthis  folemn  afieverat ion  king  Wil 
liam  deferted  the  Emperor,  and  concluded  a  fepa- 
rate  peace.  The  pope  was  fatisfied,  and  the  French 
proteftants,  whom  he  had  excited  to  rebellion, 
\vere  fcandaloufly  left  to  the  refentment  of  Lewis 
f he  fourteenth ;  and  their  confciences  at  full  liberty 
K  2  '• 
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tr6  continue   their  rebellions,    without  a  fy  liable 
being  ftipulated  in  their  favour  in  that  treaty,  which 
king  William  had  folemnly  proteiled  before  God, 
not  to  conclude  before  their  liberties  and  pofleflions 
were   reftored,    and    their   religion   tolerated  in 
France.     The  fame  king  concluded  the  partition 
treaty,  with  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  by  the  negoti 
ation  of  Bentinck,  an  alien,  without  laying  it  be 
fore  either  the  parliament,  or  even  the  privy-coun 
cil.     For   the  execution  of  this,  the  lord  chan 
cellor  Somers,  of  old  whiggilh  principles,  in  obedi 
ence  to  a  letter  from  kingWilliam,  fent  full  powers 
and'  blank  papers  into   Holland,  to  which  he  had 
affixed  the   great  feal  cf  England,  without  com 
municating  it  to  the  other   lords  of  the  regency, 
or  the  privy-council,  in  order  that  the  king  might 
infert   what  terms,  a,nd   appoint   what  commifli* 
oners    he   pleafed.     By  this  treaty,    during    the 
life  of  the  Spanim  fovereign,   he  prefumed  to  di- 
ftribute  his  dominions,    and    thereby    infidioufly 
conveyed,  together  with  his  territories,    the  fub- 
jects  of  that  monarch  to  other  princes,  after  his  de- 
ceafe  ;as  a  Jamaica  planter  does  his  lands  and  his  ne 
groes  to  the  perfon  to  whom  he  transfers  his  effects. 
And  this  unheard-of  violation  on  ibvereigns  and  fub- 
jects,  and  even  on  the  rights  of  human  nature,  was 
tranfacted  without  the  knowledge  of  that  prince, 
and  that  people  who  were  thus  difpofedpf.  This  trea 
ty  pr.oduced  a  new  war,    which  coft  this  flare,  and 
encreafed  the  national   debt  Ib  many  millions  du 
ring  the  reign  of  queen  Anne. 

3.  The  miniftry  feized  John  Wilkes  and  his 
papers,  by  a  general  warrant  *  fent  him  prifoner 
to  the  tower,  from  whence  he  was  diicharged  after 
8,  confinement  of  three  days ;  and  for  which,  by 
a  verdict,  he  received  four  thoufand  pounds  from 
lord  Hallifax,  then,  fecretary  of  fta,te, 

3,  King 
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3.  King  William,  when  prince  of  Orange,  arrefl> 
cd  the  earl  of  Feverfham,  for  no  other  offence  than 
that  of  bringing  him  a  letter  from  king  James,  who 
was  then  in  England:  and  afterwards  upon  fuipicion 
only  from  intercepted  letters,  took  into  cuitody  the 
earl  of  Arran,  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  and  fent  them 
prifoners   to  the  tower,  which  Tindal  allows  to  be 
illegal,  the  rights  of  the  fubjects  being  thereby  in 
fringed,  and  the  habeas  corpus  act  violated.     And 
to  obviate  all  profecutions,  for  To  heinous  an  out 
rage  on  Englim  liberty,  an  act  of  indemnity,  for 
thofe  who  adviled  it,   was  pafled  in  the  iubfequent 
fefllons  of  parliament.     During  his  reign,  and  all 
others,  even  to  the  time  in  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
apprehended,  general  warrants,  and  feizing  papers, 
v/ere   conftantly   in  practice  ;  except  in  the  latter 
part  of  queen    Aim's  reign,    when  the   Tories, 
calumniated  as  enemies  to  liberty,  were  in  admini- 
flration  •,  after  which,  the  practice  was  revived  and 
continued.     It  was  by  a  general  warrant  I  and  my 
papers  were  feized,  when  lord  Chatham  was  prime 
minifter.     And  when  I  objected  to  the  illegality 
of  the  proceding,  another   warrant  was  delivered 
me  three  days  after  I   had  been  in  cuftody ;    but 
being  deferred  by  thofe  who  ought  to  have  affifted 
me,  1  was  rendered  incapable  of  feeking  redrefs 
by  law. 

4.  Another  imputation  of  criminality  was,  that 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  expelling  John  Wilkes, 
efq;  after  he  had  been  duly  elected  by  the  tree- 
holders  of  Middlefex.  John  Wilkes,  efq-,  at 
the  time  of  his  election,  was  an  outlaw,  and 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  lefs  worth  than  a  mil 
ling.  He  was  thereby  difqualified  to  enjoy 
every  right  of  a  Britifh  lubject,  and  of  poffefling 
any  property  in  the  kingdom,  had  there  been. any 
•which  remained  for  him  to  poffefs.  On  that  ac 
count 
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count,  he  could  not  be  eleded  but  with  a  violation 
of  the  conftitution  and  the  laws.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  it  was  a  culpable  lenity  not  to  have 
fined  the  fheriff  who  returned  him:  and  Proclor 
and  Cook  were  in  fact  the  legal  members.  On  his 
re-election,  when  dae  outlawry  was  reverfed,  he 
was  again  expelled  and  difqualified  from  fitting  in 
that  parliament.  This  was  done  for  writing  a  libel 
on  lord  Weymouth.  Precedents  in  point  are  to 
be  feen  in  the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Dr.  Parry  and  Arthur  Hall  were  both  expelled 
and  difqualified  for  libels.  Added  to  all  this,  Mr. 
Wilkes  had  been  previously  found  guilty  of  four 
libels  ;  three  againft  God,  and  one  againfi.  his 
king.  Had  he  been  permitted  to  have  fat,  as  a 
member,  in  that  parliament,  his  privilege  would 
have  fecured  him  from  all  punimment,  as  the  of 
fence  of  a  libel  is  not  one  of  thofe,  which,  by 
law,  will  authorife  the  commitment  of  a  member 
of  the  commons  to  a  priibn.  The  caufe  of  God 
and  the  king  demanded  that  the  privilege  of  the 
houfe  ihould  not  protect  him  from  punimment  for 
fuch  heinous  iniquities. 

4.  On  king  James's  abdication,  a  few  men,  un- 
elecled  by  the  people,  and  at  the  excluiion  of  all 
others,  were  called  together  by  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Thefe  transferred  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs 
into  his  hands,  advifed  hini  to  call  a  conven 
tion,  though  not  yet  a  king  \  and  this  convention 
deprived  king  James  of  all  future  right  to  re- 
afcend  the  throne  of  the  three  kingdoms.  Was 
this  an  object  of  lefs  confutation  than  the  affair 
of  John  Wilkes  ?  had  fuch  a  convention  a  prece- 
cknted  right  of  expelling  one  king  for  ever,  and  of 
putting  another  on  his  throne;  and  had  the  commons 
of  England,  after  numberlefs  precedents,  no  right 
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to  expel  and  to  difqualify  John  Wilkes  from  fitting 
in  parliament,  for  the  duration  of  feven  years 
only?  whatever  fubject,  after  the  depofmg  of 
king  James,  to  whom  he  had  fworn  allegiance, 
mould  prefume  to  attempt  his  reftoration,  that 
man  was  a  rebel,  by  the  laws,  and  executed  as  a 
traitor.  But  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex  dared 
to  re-elect  John  Wilkes,  and  petition  the  king  to 
difTolve  the  parliament,  for  not  admitting  their 
hero  to  fit  among  them.  I  conclude,  that  the  mal 
administration  of  king  James  juftly  drew  upon  him, 
the  fate  he  fufFered.  And  I  have  hitherto  difcover- 
cd  no  reaibn  to  think,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  had  any 
right  to  have  been  treated  with  fo  fmgular  a  fa 
vour,  as  to  be  received  after  difqualification. 

5.  Another  caufe  of  calumny  was  the  king's 
refufing  to  comply  with  the  London,  the  Middle- 
lex,  and  a  very  few  other  petitions,  to  diflblve  the 
parliament  ^  becaufe  the  freeholders  of  that  coun 
ty,  and  the  people,  were  not  fairly  reprefented ; 
and  as  Mr.  Wilkes  was  fairly  elected,  and  not  per 
mitted  to  fie  in  the  houfe,  it  was  an  unlawful  par 
liament.  A  multiplicity  of  other  particulars,  as 
fallacioufly  grounded,  were  included  in  thefe  pe 
titions  -,  and  then  his  majefty  was  requefted  to  dif- 
mifs  his  minifters  from  his  councils  and  prefence 
for  ever.  The  firft  was  an  object  that  could  not  con 
stitutionally  come  before  his  majefty  i  becaufe  it  is 
an  eftablifhed  maxim,  that  a  king  of  Great  Britain 
cannot  attend  to  any  representation  of  what  may 
pafs  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  without  it  come  di 
rectly  from  that  houfe.  To  the  other  objects  of 
their  remonftrance,  had  they  really  exifted,  his 
prerogative  could  not  lawfully  extend.  And  even 
the  very  act  of  thus  petitioning,  addreffing,  and 
rernonftratmg,  by  a  lord  mayor,  and  part  of  the 
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London  corporation,  to  difmifs  a  miniftry  on  the 
hardinefs  of  their  afTertion  only,  was  an  infolence 
unexampled,  and  a  mod  culpable  temerity. 

5.  The  commons  reiblve  to  addrefs  king  Wil* 
liam  to  ifiiie  a  proclamation  for  the  apprehending 
of  Ludlow,  the  regicide,  then  in  England,  The 
king  delays  his  compliance  therewith,  until  he 
knew,  him  to  be  fafely  arrived  in  Holland.  They 
again  wait  on  his  majefty  with  their  refolution, 
refpecting  the  refumption  of  the  forfeited  lands  in 
Ireland,  with  which  the  king,  by  an  equivocating 
anfwer,  evades  his  compliance;  and  it  is  obtained, 
at  laft,  by  being  tacked  to  a  money  bill,  from 
which  he  was  afraid  to  withhold  his  afTent.  The 
commons  refolved  to  addreis  his  majefty,  that  no 
perlon,  who  was  not  a  native  of  his  dominions, 
except  the  prince  of  Denmark,  be  admitted  to  his 
councils  in  England, or  Ireland.  To  prevent  this 
addrefs,  and  to  preierve  his  foreign  favourites  from 
being  excluded,  the  king  fuddenly  prorogues  the 
parliament. 

The  commons  petition  the  king  to  remove  the 
earls  of  Portland,  Somers,  Halifax,  and  Orford, 
from  his  councils  ;  for  having  advifed  the  partition 
treaty.  The  king  evades  an  anfwer.  They  are 
impeached  by  the  commons,  for  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanours,  Somers,  for  having  affixed  the 
great  feal  of  England  to  full  powers  for  concluding 
a  peace,  without  the.  commiffioners  being  named, 
or  the  conditions  of  the  peace  made  known  to 
him  ;  and  to  blank-papers,  to  be  filled  up  by  the 
king  and  Bentinck,  as  his  majefty  might  plcafe. 
This  was  done  without  communicating  the  affair 
to  the  reft  of  the  lords-juftices,  or  advifing  with 
the.  privy  council.  By  the  king's  influence  in  the 
ho  ufe  of  lords,  a  quarrel  arok  between  them  and 
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the  commons  about  the  time  of  bringing  the  im 
peached  lords  to  trial.  The  houfe  of  lords  ar 
bitrarily  appoint  a  day  before  the  commons  are 
prepared.  The  latter  object  to  that  proceeding, 
as  unconftitutional  •,  and  refufe  to  attend  on  than 
day.  Lord  Somers  and  the  others  are  brought  to 
trial  before  the  lords,  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  at 
which  time,  the  commons  not  appearing  to  carry 
on  the  impeachment,  the  trial  does  not  proceed, 
and  the  offenders  are  thereby  acquitted.  Such  was 
the  event  of  that  enormous  crime  of  affixing  the 
great  feal  of  England,  previous  to  the  contents, 
which  were  to  be  inferted  in  the  papers  j  and  there 
by  imparting  an  authority  to  the  king,  of  ratifying, 
without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  privy 
council,  whatever  might  be  deftrucYive  to  the  wel 
fare  of  this  kingdom.  Such  did  that  very  par 
tition  treaty  prove  to  be.  It  produced  a  long  and 
expenfive  war  to  fupport  the  Dutch,  which  wailed 
rivers  of  blood,  and  millions  of  our  treafure, 
leaving  the  nation  with  their  debts  encrcafed  from 
1 7. millions,  at  the  death  of  king  William,  to  52 
millions,  at  the  death  of  queen  Anne. 

6.  Extending  the  prerogative  makes  no  incon- 
fiderable  figure  among  the  calumnies  againil  his 
prefcnt  majefty.  And  this  was  founded  on  the 
mod  humane  and  moft  laudable  act  of  royalty ;  a 
proclamation,  whereby  his  majefty  prohibited  the 
exportation  of  corn,  at  a  time  when  the  price  was 
enormous,  and  the  people  in  danger  of  a  famine. 
Had  it  been  delayed  till  the  parliament  had  met, 
which  could  not  have  been  in  lefs  than  forty  days, 
that  time  might  have  proved  to  be  fnfficient  for 
the  unrelenting  lult  of  gain  to  have  exported 
half  the  grain  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  have  re* 
duced  the  people  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs.  To  this 
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exertion  of  the  prerogative  royal,  I  am  fully  con 
vinced,  his  majeiiy  is^juitly  entitled.  But  had  he 
not,  iq  was  of  luch  a  nature,  that  every  man  of 
feniibihty  for  the  miferics  of  his  fellow- fubjeds, 
muft  have  applauded  the  royal  beneficence. 

6.  King    Wiliiain   exerted   his   prerogative,    in 
another  way.  He  refund  to  give  the  royal  affent  to 
t.ie  bill^for  triennial   parliaments,  and   to  another, 
tor  excluding  placemen   and   penfioners   from  the 
[oufe  of  commons.     And   when   the   houfe  ad- 
drelTed  him,    on   that  fubjed,  he  evaded  the  in 
tention  of  that  addrefs,  by  an  equivocal  anfwer. 
when  the  commons  were   preparing   to   impeach 
Trevor  and  oihers,  for  receiving  bribes,  and  being 
guilty  of  moft  notorious  corruptions,    the  king 
cie/eated  that  affair  by  a  Hidden  prorogation  of  pa£ 
liacnent.     By  his  prerogative,  he  granted   to   the 
Ha  it  India  company  the  right  of  ieizing  the  goods 
and  fhips  of  all  other  fubjects,  who  might  prefume 
to  trade  in  any  parts   beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  By  this  charter,  the  natives  of  England  were 
refcmded    from    their,  conititwional    rights,    that 
had  been   granted  by   Magna   Charta,    which  ex. 
prefsly  mentions   th<*  privilege  of   trading  in   all 
parts  of  the  globe.     Befides  this  abolition  of  that 
privilege  refpeding  Englifhmen,  the  Dutch,  and 
all  other  aliens  whatibever,  were  entitled  to  become 
members   of    that   company.     To  that  company 
king  William  granted  not  only  the  legiilative  pow 
er  of  making  what  laws  they  pleafed  ;  but  the  ex 
ecutive  alfo,  of  appointing  their  own  judges   in 
India.    And  thereby    the   two   moft    incongruous 
powers  were  united   that  can  fubfift   in   the  fame 
community  ;    an  union  totally  fubverfive  of  free 
dom,  of  the  fecurity  of  life  and  poffefiions,    and 
repugnant  to  the  conttiturion  of  England.    Befides 
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this  ftretch,  a  power  was  given  to  the  king,  and 
palled  into  a  law  by  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
by  which  his  majefty  might  eftablifh  whatever 
rules,  qualifications,  and  appointments,  in  that 
charter,  he  might  think  reafonable.  Such  was 
the  unlimited  and  unwarrantable  authority  then 
imparted  to  king  William,  by  the  delegated  guar 
dians  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Enghffimen  ; 
unexampled  in  its  extent  and  nature,  but  by  that 
law,  which,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth, 
transferred  an  authority  to  the  proclamations  ot 
that  tyrant  equal  to  the'ftatutes  of  the  realm. 

7.  When  the  civil  magiftrate  was  called  on  to 
preferve  the  peace,  and  to  read  the  riot  act,  to  a 
lawlefs  mob,  met  in  St.  George's  Fields  witn  an 
apparent  intention  of  refcuing  John  Vvilkes,  eiq; 
from  prifon  ;  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  foldiery  was 
thought  necefiary  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  of  their 
tumultuous  proceedings,  the  ad  being  read,  the 
tumult  not  only  continued,  but  even  the  ma 
giftrate  was  infulted  and  wounded  by,  a  bncK,  or 
by  fome  other  thing  of  a  like  dangerous  nature, 
which  was  thrown  at  him.  The  neceffity  of 
cafe  required  the  juftice  of  peace  to  command  the 
foldiers  to  fire;  and  one  or  more,  perfc 
thereby  killed.  Among  thefe  was  one  Alien, 
whom  two  or  three  of  the  foldiers  followed  into  a 
cowhoufe,  and  put  to  death.  This  was  jufhy  con- 
fidered  as  an  exceeding  of  legal  authority  ^One 
of  the  foldiers,  impeded  of  this  death,  was  fazed, 
impriloned,  and  tried  at  Guildford  5  where  it  was 
clearly  proved,  that  he  was  not  a  perfon  concern- 
ed  in  that  unlawful  tranfadion.  The  man  who 
was  the  aftual  offender,  was  faid  to  have  fled  trom 
Vuftice,  and  lord  Barrington,  in  his  majelty  s 
aanie,  thanked  the  officer  for  doing  his  ou.y, 
L  2  ins 


This  whole  tranfa&ion  was  unjuftly  imputed  to  the 
king,  although  it  were  abfolutely  impoflible  that 
his  majefty  could  have  had  the  lead  knowledge  of 
the  matter.  The  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  war 
was  purely  official,  and  exactly  fuch,  as  in  the 
reign  of  king  George  the  fecond,  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  officer  who  commanded  at  Coventry, 
when  great  numbers  were  killed  by  the  foldiery, 
in  fuppreffing  a  riot  about  the  turnpikes.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  circumitances  proceeded  re 
gularly  according  to  the  ftatutes  of  the  realm,  the 
death  of  Allen  excepted  ;  and  that  becaufe  he 
was  followed  from  the  place  of  the  riot,  this 
event  was  denominated  the  maflacre  of  St.  George's 
Fields.  And  every  artifice  was  exerted  to  excite 
the  people  to  an  infurrection. 

7.  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  after  the  Mac- 
donalds  of  Glencoe  had  taken  the  oaths,  by  law 
required^  and  were  peaceably  returned  to  their  own 
country,    an  armed  force  was  infidioufly  fent  as 
friends  among  them,  and  in  one  night  thirty-eight 
men  were  (lain  in   their  beds.    An   accident  alone 
prevented  that  flagitious  adl  of  cruelty  from  being 
extended   to  many  thoufands  of  this  and  of  other 
clans.     The  king  with   his  cv;n  hand  figned  the 
warrant,  which  authorized  this  maflacre,both  above 
and  below.     And,  notwithftanding  every  attempt 
that  was  made,  he  would  never  permit  any  of  thofe 
to  be  punifhed,  who  were  concerned  in  this  mur 
der,  attended  with  every  aggravating  circumftance 
that  can  enter  into  fo  execrable  a  deed,  "confcious- 
that,  in  their  caufe,  his  own  was  involved." 

8.  Another  fource  of  difpleafure  again.ft  his  ma* 
jefty  was  the  pardoning  of  Macquirk  and  Kennedy, 
who  had  been  found  guilty  of  murder.     Macquirk 

beep  at  Brentford  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Wilkes's, 
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lecond  eleftion  •,  and  a  riot  arifing,  one  Clark  had 
his  head  broken  by  Macquirk.  Several  days  had 
pafied,  after  this  affair  had  happened,  before  Clark 
was  taken  ill.  Mr.  Sparling,  apothecary,  attended 
him ;  and,  as  I  recoiled,  Mr.  Bromfield  the  fur* 
geon  faw  him  alfo.  Clark  dying  fo  opportunely 
for  their  caule,  the  patriots  thought  it  a  favour 
able  occafion  of  afcribing  it  to  the  blow  he  had 
received  at  Brentford  -,  and  accordingly  one  Foote, 
a  patriotic  furgeon,  was  employed  to  open  the 
body,  in  order  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  his  death. 
An  inquefl  was  taken  by  the  coroner  and  his  jury. 
Mr.  Sparling  depofed  that  Clark  died  of  a  fever. 
Foote,  that  he  died  of  the  wound  received  at 
Brentford.  I  mail  take  no  notice  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  evidence  was  obtained,  of  Macqnirk's 
being  the  perlbn  who  gave  the  blow.  Macquirk 
was  then  feized  and  committed  to  gaol,  took  his 
trial,  and  by  a  itrange  overfight,  neither  Mr. 
Sparling  nor  Mr.  Bromfield  were  called  as  evi 
dence  on  the  trial.  Foote  fwore  that  Clarke  died 
of  his  wound  received  at  Brentford ;  and  on  the 
verdict  being  given,  guilty  of  death,  the  patriots 
that  delight  not  in  blood,  fhouted  aloud  for  joy.  And 
proved  by  that  inhuman  exultation,  that  the  fpirit 
of  revenge,  and  not  of  juftice,  had  incited  them 
to  the  trial  of  Macquirk.  When  this  fmgular  af 
fair  was  reprefented  to  his  majefty,  and  it  was 
known  that  Foote,  the  fole  witnefs  on  his  trial, 
had  never  feen  Clark  till  he  was  dead ;  and  that 
Mr.  Sparling  and  Mr.  Bromfield  were  not  fub- 
pcena'd  on  that  trial,  who  had  depofed  at  the  co 
roner's  inqueft,  that  Clarke  did  not  die  of  the 
wounds  received  at  Brentford,  it  was  clearly  feen 
that  their  oaths  would  certainly  have  fet  afide  the 
evidence  of  Foote.  That  duty  therefore  which  ought 
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to  be  infeparable  from  the  bread  of  every  fove- 
reign,  of  preventing  any  fubjed  from  being  put 
to  death  unjuftly,    determined   his   majefty  to  -be 
fatisfied  of  the  reafons  which  induced  this  Foote  to 
give  fuch  an   evidence.     In  confequence  of  this 
humane  refoive,    a  number  of  furgeons,   of  the 
greateft  reputation  in  their  profefllon,  the  moil  un 
exceptionable  in  their  characters,    and,    by  their 
fortunes,  above  all  temptation  from  pecuniary  in 
fluence,    was   appointed    to  hear  what  Mr.  Foote 
had  to  offer  in  favour  of  that  opinion,    on  which 
his  oath  was  grounded.     It  would  be  an  abiurdity 
tOjConceive,  that  he,  who  had   fworn  in   the  pre 
ceding  manner,  did  not  deliver  every  thing  which 
might  belt  lupport  his  evidence.    Yet  fuch  was  the 
event,  that,    notwithftanding  all   he  offered,   the 
gentlemen  who  examined  him,  and  who  could   as 
perfectly   judge  from   Foote's  relation,  as  he  had 
done  from  the  diffeclion  only,    whether  he  or  Mr. 
Sparling  were  right   in   their  opinion  refpecting 
the   death     of    Clarke,     were    unanimoufly     of 
opinion  that  his  death   was  not  caufed'  by    that: 
wound.     I    will  appeal,  therefore,  to  the  fenfe  of 
every  unprejudiced   peribn,    whether  his  majefty, 
afrer  the  circumiiances  of  this  affair  had  been  thus 
examined  into,  and  laid   before  him,    could  have 
confented  to  the  execution  of  Macquirk,  without 
being  deemed  as  inftrurriental  in   putting  him  to 
4eath  unjuftly.     Happy  Englifhmcn  !  if  you  were 
fcnlible   of    the    fupreme  felicity,  of    being    fub- 
jecls   to  a   fovereign    whom   neither  popular  ap- 
plaufe  can  allure,  nor  popular  calumny -intimidate 
from  treading  in  the  paths  of  jufcice  and  of  mer 
cy  !  by  whom  the  innocent,  and  thole  who  cieierve 
n<yt  .death,  are  not  forfaken,  and  fufiered  to  expire 
by  the  hands  of  the  common  executioner,  through 
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fear  of  party  rage,  as  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
fecond,  that  inexpreflible  difgrace  to  fovereignty. 
He,  when  numbers  of  his  fubjedts  were  doomed 
to  die  the  vi6Hms  of  remorfelefs  vengeance,  arid 
of  perjurers,  fuborned  by  regicides  and  republi 
cans  -,  when  the  reprefentation  of  'their  innocence, 
and  the  perjuries  of  their  purfuers  were  laid  before 
him,  flunk,  like  a  daftard,  from  the  calls  of  ju  (lice, 
the  admonitions,  of  confcience,  and  the  duty  of  a 
king,  and  faid.-,  "  I  dare  not  pardon  any  oneV  hia 
blood  be  upon  your  head,  and  not  upon  mine.' 
And  thus  the  innocent  were  led  to  ignominious 
(laughter,  and  the  enemies  of  truth,  mercy,  and 
of  the  con  ftitu  don,  triumphed  in  their  execrable 
actions,  and  revelled  in  the  guilders  blood  of  their 


. 

Kennedy,  was,  indeed,  a  murderer,  and  ought 
to  have  fuffered  that  ientence  to  which  he  wss 
juftly  doomed.  But  luch  is  the  well  known  facl:, 
that  a  perfon  of  did!  net  ion,  feduced  by  the  al 
lurements  of  that  murderer's  fitter,  whom  he  then 
kept  as  his  harlot,  forgot,  at  once,  both  his  feel 
ings  for  the  riain;  and  his  duty  to  his  ibvereign. 
And  by  his  means,  application  was  made  to  his  ma-i 
jefty,  with  a  mifreprefentation  of  the  facl:  in  favour 
of  Kennedy.  There  is  not  a  virtue  of  the  human 
heart  that  may  not,  by  artifice  and  deception,  -be 
induced  to.  exceed  the  limits  which  are,  by  nature 
affigned  to  its  exertion.  His  majefty  liftcned  to 
the  application,  unknowing  from  what  motive  it 
proceeded  •,  and  perfuaded  that  no  man  of  fuch 
eminence  and  rank,  as  he  that  applied,  would  pre- 
fume  to  mifreprefent  and  to  deceive  him,  pardon 
was  obtained  for  Kennedy.  By  thefe  means, 
in  one  inftance,  cxcefs  of  virtue  hath  faVed  a 
villain  from  condign  punimment.  But  can  it  there 
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fore  be  confidered  as  a  national  misfortune^ 
mercy  has  been  once  mifplaced,  and  cruelty  hi 
therto  a  ftranger  to  the  bofom  of  that  king  who 
now  reigns  over  us  ? 

8.  During  the  reign  of  king  William,    all  legal 
profecution   was  either  totally  fufpended,  or  par 
dons  granted  even  to  fuch  murderers  whole  crimes 
no  artifice  could  conceal,  nor  mifreprefentation  dif- 
guife.     The  Glencoe  aflafllns  were  preferved  from 
profecution.     Somers,    Trevor,  and  innumerable 
others,    who  had   violated    the  conftitution,    and 
plundered  their  country,    were,  by  court  manage 
ment,  prevented  from  receiving  their  due  punifh- 
ment.     And  laftly,    Titus  Gates,    that   nefarious 
perjurer,    in   conlequence   of    whofe   enormities, 
more  than  twenty  innocent  men  were  put  to  death j 
his  fentence,   the  king  attempted  to  have  reverfed. 
But  the  commons  refufed  to  gratify  him  in  fo  im 
pious  an  aft.     That  villain,  was  not  only  pardon^ 
ed,  but  penfioned  alfo.     The  reafon  of  this  flagi 
tious  favour  being  granted  to  fo  execrable  a  wretch , 
may,  perhaps,   receive  fome  explanation  from  a 
paflage  uniformly  omitted  by  all  the  hiftorians  of 
that  prince's  reign  •,  although  it  be  equally  authen 
tic  with  any  other  of  his  tranfaclions  whatfoever. 
*'*!  prefume  to  declare,  fays  the  count  d'Avaux,  that 
I  have  omitted  nothing  which  may  difcoverthecom* 
binations  that  the  prince  of  Orange  has  engaged  in 
with  the  moil  abandoned  of  the  Englifh.     On  the 
2ift  ot  September,  1679,  I  fent  intelligence  that 
Gates.,  who  has  fmce  that  time  been  fo  notorious  \ 
Preen; an,  of  whom   I   have  already  fpoken  ;  and 
Du  Moulin,  a  man  of  intrigue,  and  an  execrable 
villain,    arrived  together  in  Holland  fome  years 
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pad,  and  that  the  prince  of  Orange  had  been  m 
oreat  conferences  with  them." 
3  From  this  paffage,    may  it  not  be  reafonably 
fuggeited,    from   whence  the  contrivance  of  ^that 
plot,  which  never  had  a  real  exiftence,  originated;  by 
which  fo  many  innocent  men  were  inhumanly  exe 
cuted.  Was  it  in  the  bofom  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
or  did  he  only  acquiefce   in,  and  fupport  that  in 
fernal  perpetration  ?  may  not  this  pardon  and  pen- 
fion  of  fo  execrable  a  villain,  as  Titus  Oates,  have 
emanated  from  the  fame  humane  fenfation  with  the 
fio-ningof  the  difpatch,  that  authorized  the  Glencoe 
maflkre,  and  reicinded  ail  means  of  bringing  the 
murderers  tojuftice?  and  was  notthecaufe  of  Oates, 
in  this  inftance  alfo,  that  in  which  the  king  was 
equally  involved  ? 

Mercy,  it  muft  be  owned,  was  Dot  among  the 
vices  of  king  William  :   for  in  the  aft  of  indem 
nity,  patted  in  the  year   1690,  more  perfons  were 
excepted,  than  at  the  reiloration,  after  the  king 
dom  had  been  fo  long  deluded  in  civil  blood,  the 
ccnititution,  civil  and  eeclefiaftic,  fubverted,  and 
the  king  murdered  at  Whitehall.     And  it  is  a  well 
known°fad,  that  feveral  perfons,  apprehended  and 
confined  in  Newgate,  without  their  being  broi 
to  trial,  through  want  of  evidence,    remamec 
that  jail  ;•  and,  after  an   impriionment  of  many 
'years,  therein  expired.  .    . 

o  There  is  yet  another  imputation  of  crimi 
nality  againft  his  majefty  •  becaufe  he  pardoned 
Jones,  who  had  been  found  guilty  of  the  moft 
unnatural,  deteftable,  and  unpardonable  of  all 
crimes.  But  iuch  being  the  nefanoufnels  of 
deed,  ought  not  the  comrmffion  of  it  tc Reproved 
in  the  moft  unexceptionable  manner?  becauic  the 
mercy  of  the  fovcreign  cannot  otherwife  be  de 
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cently  extended  to  fuch  abominable  criminals* 
That  the  witnefs  and  the  circtimftances  of  his  evi< 
clence,  againft  Jones,  render  the  crime  juftly  to  be 
fufpeded-,  or,  at  lead,  that  it  was  not  proved,  by 
depofition,  adequate  to  the  infliction  of  death,  ap 
pears  to  be  too  evident  to  be  contradicted.  And  all 
lawyers  whom  I  have  heard  to  fpeak  on  that  fub- 
jedl,  are  unanimoufiy  of  opinion  that,  on  the  fole 
evidence  of  the  boy  lo  circumftanced,  Jones  ought 
not  to  have  fuffered  death.  The  clamour  excited 
on  this  occafion,  fprang  entirely  from  the  malig 
nant  intentions  of  thole  patriotic  fpirits  who  omit 
not  any  opportunity  of  flandering  the  bed  of 
fovereigns. 

9.  Whether  king  William  would  have  pardoned 
Jones,  had  he  been  on  the  throne,  I  fhall  leave  to 
the  judgement  of  my  readers  •,  after  having  recited 
what  his  hiftorians  have  delivered,  Tindal  fays, 
he  was  not  add  idled  to  women.  Biihop  Bur- 
net  pronounces,  "  that  he  had  no' vice  but  of  one 
fort,  in  which  he  was  very  cautious  and  fecret." 
What  this  vice  was,  fays  Tindal,  he  has  left  the 
world  to  guefs ;  by  which  means,  the  worft  of 
vice  has  been,  by  his  enemies,  fixed  upon  him. 
*  Count  D'Avaux  fays,  "  there  was  fo  much  af- 
feftation  in  the  civilities  that  the  prince  of  Orange 
exprefied  for  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  that  he 
feemed  to  feek,  with  pleafure,  every  occafion  of 
infnhingthe  king  of  England.  Ke  indulged  him 
\vith  the  lame  liberty  which  was  mewen  to  Ben- 
tinck  only,  that  of  entering  whenever  he  pleafed 
into  the  prince's  chamber.  He  fcarcely  bellowed  a 
favour,  but  at  his  recommendation.  And  no  one 
imagined  he  had  properly  paid  his  court  to  the 
prince,  if  he  left  it  unperformed  to  the  duke  of 
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Monmouth.  All  perfons,  of  the  beft  quality  in 
Holland,  contended  with  each  other  who  Ihould 
entertain  him.  It  feemed  as  if  the  prince  of 
Orange  had  changed  his  humour,  or  that  he  enter 
tained  fonie  deftgns  which  we-te  not  well  comprehend 
ed.  For  he  who  was  the  moft  jealous  of  all  human 
beings,  even  to  a  degree  of  not  permitting  his 
princeis  to  receive  any  particular  vifit,  not  only 
from  man,  but  even  from  woman  alfo,  prefled  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  fee  the  princefs  every  after 
noon,  to  teach  her  country-dancing.  He  obliged 
the  princeis  to  learn  to  fcate  on  the  ice,  becaufe  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  had  an  inclination  to  learn 
that  exercife.  It  was  one  of  the  moft  extraordi 
nary  fights  imaginable  to  fee  the  princefs  of  Orange 
on  fcates  upon  the  ice,  with  her  petticoats  tucked 
up  learning  to  fcate,  fometimes  on  one  foot,  and 
then  on  the  other/'  I  need  not  remark  that  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  was  reckoned  to  be  the  hand- 
fomeft  of  all  EngliPnmen. 

Burnet  fays,  "  about  this  time,  1699,  the  king 
fet  up  a  new  favourite,  Keppel,  a  gentleman  of 
Gueldres.  He  was  raifed  from  being  a  page  into 
the  higheft  degree  of  favour,  that  any  peribn  had 
ever  attained  to,  about  the  king.  He  was  now 
made  earl  of  Albemarle,  and  foon  after,  knight  of 
the  garter ;  and  by  a  quick  and  unaccountable  pro- 
grefs,  he  Teemed  to  have  engroffed  the  royal  favour 
io  entirely,  that  he  difpoied  of  .every  thing  that 
was  in  the  king's  power.  He  was  a  chearful  young 
man,  that  had  the  art  to  pkafe\  but  he  could 
fcarce  lubmit  to  the  attendance  and  drudgery  that 
was  necejjary  to  maintain  his  pod.  He  never  had 
yet  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  any  thing,  though  the 
king  did  it  in  every  thing.  He  was  not  cold  nor 
dry,  as  the  earl  of  Portland  was  thought  to  be." 
M  2 
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Are  not  the  former  precisely  the  marks  of  favour 
with  which  Charles  the  fcrcond  diftingniihed  all  his 
female  favourites ;  and  the  latter,  thof'e  of  diflike 
for  which  he  put  off  one  and  took  another  ? 

"  The  earl  of  Portland,  continues  the  bifhop, 
obferved  the  progrefs  of  this,  favour,  and  with 
great  uneaiinefs.  They  grew  to  be  not  only  in 
compatible,  as  all  rivals  tor  favour  muft  be,  but 
to  bate  and  oppoie  one  another  in  everything; 
-by  which  the  king's  affairs  fuffered  much.  Port 
land  withdrew  from  the  court,  and  laid  down  all 
his  employments."  Madam  la  Valliere,  the  fa 
vourite  miftrefs  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  on  being 
fupplanted  by  a  rival,  left  the  court,  and  retired 
into  the  convent  of  the  Carmelites.  1  (hall  leave 
my  readers  to  determine  whether  Jones,  under  a 
like  fentence  in  the  reign  of  the  glorious  king  Wil- 
4iam,  had  been  pardoned  or  not.  It  is  my  opi 
nion,  he  would  hot  only  have  received  that  favour, 
but  a  confiderable  penfion.  Becaufe  Titus  Gates, 
•a  pensioner  of  king  William,  had  been  expelled 
from  on  board  a  (hip  of  war  for  lodomy. 

10.  .Among  the  various  charges  which  calumny 
•hath  laid  againft  his  tnajefty,  that  of  robbing  the 
duke  of  Portland,  by  a"  grant  of  Inglewocd  for- 
reft  and  the  manor  of  Carjiile  to  Sir  James  Low- 
ther,  ^made  a  .mod  amazing  outcry.  Since  that 
•time  it  has  beef^'roved,  in  a  court  of  law,  that 
not  only  the  part  of.  that  forreft  which  was  thus 
granted,  had  never  been  granted  to  the  Portland 
family;  but  that  it  was  illegally  affumed.  That; 
the  manor  of  Garlifle  had  never  been  a  grant  from 
the  crown,  is  evident,  becaufe  it  was  a  piirchafe  for 
life  of  the  laft  Surviving  Lefiee,  to  whom  it  had 
•been  granted  -by  Catharine,  queen  dowager  of 
Charles  the  lecond..  And  confequently,  after  the 
of  that  JLeffce,  the  Portlands  had  held  it 'il 
legally 


legally  from  the  crown.  Hence  it  appears,  that, 
iniiead  of  liis  majefty's  robbing  the  duke  of  Port 
land,  his  anceftors  had  robbed  the  crown  ;  and  he 
unlawfully  retained  what  they  ufurped. 

10.  It  is  an  uniform,  opinion  that  'whenever  the 
crown  of  England  devolves  on  the  lawful  fucceflbr, 
that  the  kingdom   of  Ireland  conftitutionally    be 
comes  a  pare  of  his  dominions.     But  as  king  Wil 
liam  was  elevated  to  the  throne  by  a  convention  of 
men   called  together  by  a  prince  of  Orange,  be 
fore  he  was  made  king  of  England,  fame  doubts 
have  arifen,  whether,    in  fuch  cafe,  the  irilh  were 
obliged  to   receive    him    as  their   fovereig-n   alfo. 
They  had  fworn  allegiance  to  James  the  fecond. 
He  had  never  been  confidered  by  them  as  attempt 
ing  to  fubvert  their  religion,  or  to  enflave  them. 
And  he  could  not  be  laid   to  have  abdicated  that 
kingdom  •,  becaufe  he  was  arrived  among  them  to 
prefer ve  it  to  himfelf.     Under  thele  circumllances, 
does    it  clearly  appear,  by  what  means    the  fnfh 
couid   have   been  denominated  rebels,  for  taking 
arms  in  defence  of  king  James  ?  and  if  not  rebels, 
how  their  eftates  could   have   been  forfeited,  by 
their  adherence  to  their  only  acknowledged  iove- 
reign  ?   Whether   they  were  rebels,  or  not,  I  ihall 
not  pnefume  to  determine:  nor  conleqnently  if  their 
eftates  were  legal  forfeitures.    But  there  is  one  for 
feiture,  which  feems  to  be  of  a  mcftfmgular  kind. 
It  is,    that    king  James  fhonld  be  considered  as  a 
rebel  for  defending  his  kingdom  againfcking  Wil 
liam,  and   thereby   forfeit   that  eftate,  in  Ireland, 
which  he  held  as  private  property.    -  This,  how 
ever,  amounting  to  more  than  twenty  five  thpu- 
fand  pounds,  of  annual  rent,  was  taken  from  hiai, 
and  given   to  Elizabeth  Villiers,  king  William's 
countenancing  feitoale  favourite.     But  I  am  not  law 
yer 
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yer  enough  to  determine  whether  this  be  or  be  not 
a  robbery.     I  leave  that  to  the  learned  Mr.  Lee. 

ii.  The  inattention  of  the  miniftry  to  the  Cor 
ficans,  when  the  French  had  landed  on  their  ifland, 
with  intent  to  take  pofleflion  of  it,  was  another 
fubjedt  of  patriotic  clamour.  The  brave,  the  me 
ritorious  and  freeborn  Corficans  were  aflerted  to  be 
moft  fhamefully  deferted  •,  and  even,  that  the  cauie 
of  liberty  herielf  was  facrificed  to  the  king  of 
France.  Thefe  patriotic  zealots  for  liberty  were 
therefore  implacable,  becaufe  his  majefty  would 
not  become  the  Don  Quixote  of  all  fovereignsj 
and  wafte  the  blood  of  thoulands  of  his  fubjecls, 
and  millions  of  their  money,  in  defence  of  men 
whole  freedom  could  not  have  been  fecured,  but 
by  an  eternal  war;  even  fuppofing  we  could  have 
afiifted  them  fo  effectually  as  to  repel  the  French 
forces  from  the  ifland.  If  we  had  fought  it  for 
ourfelves,  and  taken  poficfllon  of  it,  I  am  in 
doubt  whether  the  Corficans  would  have  thought 
their  liberties  improved  by  a  change  of  mailers, 
and  have  defiited  from  taking  arms  again  ft  the 
troops  of  England.  Of  this  I  am  convinced,  that 
to  have  preierved  that  ifland,  would  have  coil,  in 
one  year,  as  many  Britifn  lives,  as  there  are  Cor 
ficans  who  are  able  to  bear  arms  within  it; 
and  five  times  as  much  money  as  the  fee  (imple  of 
it  is  worth :  to  fay  nothing  of  the  too  extenfive 
ftate  of  our  foreign  dominions,  nor  that  the  French 
had  purchafed  it  from  the  Genoele,  to  whom  the 
Corficans  were  fubjecls.  What  reafonable  pretence 
could  his  majefty  have  formed  for.  engaging  in 
the  affairs  of  Corfica  ?  if  that  ifland  be  of  that 
immenle  import,  which  the  patriots  affect  to  do- 
fcribe  it,  on  what  account  have  the  king  of  Sar 
dinia,  the  duke  of  Tulcany,  and  other  Italian 

potentates 


potentates  confidered  it  as  an  object  altogetfief 
unworthy  their  concern,  although  it  lie  fo  near  to 
their  dominions  ?  what  then  is  Corfica  to  us,  of 
\vhat  are  we  to  Corfica  ? 

1 1.  King  William  folemnlyprotefted  before  God 
never  to  make  peace  until  the   French   Hugonots 
were  retlored  to  their  poffeffions  ;  to  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  their  religion,    and  till  liberty  was 
reftored  to  France,  by  re-eftabliflhing  the  dates  of 
that  kingdom.     He  neverthelefs  concluded  a  peace 
with  that   monarch,  without  the  leaft  mention  of 
either  of  thefe  particulars.     And  left  his  brother4 
Calvinifts  in  the  hands  of  a  tyrant. 

1 2 .  When  the  Spaniards  had  compelled  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  leave  Falkland's   ifland,  what  an  exquifite 
fenfe  for  the  honour  of  old  England  did  the  pa* 
triots  exprefs:   nothing  but  war  would  fatisfy  their 
indignation,  and  vengeance  was  to  be  poured  on 
the  Spaniards  for  this  egregious  iniult  on  the  Eng- 
Jilh  nation.     His   majelly'and   his  miniftry  were 
treated  with  the  higheft  indignity,  for  fuch  fhame- 
ful  pufillanimity,  as  that  of  not  declaring  hoftilities 
on  the  moment.  Neverthelefs,  the  king  and  minifters 
by  their  firmnefs  and  wifdom  were  not  of  the  fame 
opinion,  which  thefe  clamourous  fubjecls  appeared 
to  be.    They  conceived  that  neither  the  blood  nor 
treaiure  of  his  fubje&s  was  to  be  wantonly  wafted,  at 
the  incitement  ofYuch  turbulent  exclaimers.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  paternal  care  in  the  king,he  by  treaty 
obtained  the  recall  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  ifland 
was  relumed  by  his  fubjecls.     No  blood  was  fpilr. 
Andfmall  was  the  expence,  in  preparing  for  a  vindi 
cation  of  the   nation's  rights  and  honour,  fliould 
the  Spaniard  refute  compliance  with  what  was  re 
quired.     Spain  acceded  to  our  terms,  peace  was 
confirmed,   and  patriotifm  was  grievoufly  disap 
pointed. 
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pointed,  by  that  humane  negotiation  which  fpared 
our  lives  and  treafure,  and  refcimkd  them  from 
the  hopes  of  carrying  their  fanguinary  principles  in 
to  execution,  whilft  the  kingdom  wus  engaged  in 
a  foreign  war. 

12.  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  the  people 
of  Scotland  planted  a  colony  on  the  Ifthmus  of 
Darien.  By  which  the  fmuggling  trade  on  that 
coail,  fo  advantageous  to  the  Dutch,  was  in  danger 
of  being  demolished.  The  king's  minifters,  in 
Scotland,  encouraged  the  Scots  in  this  undertaking, 
thinking  it  would  prove  abortive  -,  or,  by  the  im- 
menfe  expence,  cure  them  of  the  inclination  of  en 
gaging  in  fimilar  undertakings  for  the  future. 
During  this  conduct,  in  Scotland,  his  majefty,  in 
the  greateft  privacy,  fent  officers  to  Jamaica,  the 
Leward  iflands,  and  the  continent  of  America, 
and  proclamations  were  iflued,  in  his  name,  ilrictly 
commanding  -his  fubjects,  on  no  pretence  what 
ever,  to  hold  correipondence  with,  or  to  afford- 
any  afii (tan ce,  by  arms,  ammunition,  provifions or 
neceffaries  whatibever,  to  the  Scots  at  Darien.  In 
this  manner,  whilii  the  Scottifli  iiibjects  were  en 
couraged  at  home  to  compleat  their  itttlements  at 
Darien,  they  were  treated  a$  outlaws  abroad,  and 
deprived  of  every  thing  necefLiry  for  their  fup* 
port.  In  this  (late,  being  attacked  by  the  Spa 
niards,  .they  were  driven  from  the  kttlement  •>  and 
in  fpite  of  every  application  that  could  be  mad£ 
by  all  Scotland,  no  attention  was  paid  to  it,  no 
demand  was  made  on  th.e  Spaniards  to  cqrnpenfats 
for  this  violence.  But  Britifti  honour  and  Britifh 
intereft  filently  gave  way  to  the  imore  powerful 
Uictives  of  Dutch  affection,  which  reigned  pre 
dominant  in  that  king's  hear.t;  who,  from  being 
a  petty  prince,  and  fervant  of  the  united  pro 
vinces, 
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vinces,  was  exalted  to  the  thrones  of  three  power* 
ful  kingdoms. 

13.  When  his  prefent  majefty  afcended  the 
throne,  he  choie  to  have  his  civil  lift  fixed  at  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year*  the  fame  it  had 
been  in  the  reign  of  king  George  the  fecond  5 
with  this  difference  only,  that  the  furplus*  which  had 
arifen  from  the  revenues  appropriated  to  the  pay 
ment  of  it,  and  had  been  applied  by  the  preceding 
minifters  to  the  king's  private  ufe,  was  now  to  con 
tribute  to  the  national  expence,  in  augmentation 
of  the  finking  fund.  This  furplus  was  then  known 
to  have  been  very  confiderable.  And  fince  that 
time,  the  duties  appropriated  to  the  difcharge  of 
the  civil  lift,  have  amounted,  on  an  average  of 
the  fourteen  years  of  the  prefent  reign,  to  more 
than  a  million  annually.  In  c.onfequence  of  the 
preceding  eftablimment  of  eight  hundred  thou 
fand  pounds,  the  public  has  received  an  annual  ad 
vantage  of  two  hundred  thoufand-,  being  in  the 
whole  fum  two  millions  eight  hundred  thou 
fand  pounds.  But  as  from  this  diminution  of  the 
ufual  revenue  which  arofe  from  the  whole  duties 
appropriated  thereto,  in  the  reign  of  king  George 
the  fecond,  his  majefty's  civil  lift  inevitably  in- 
curred  a  debt  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
The  miriiftry,  confcious  of  the  advantage  which 
the  kingdom  had  received  from  the  afcertaining  of 
the  yearly  revenue  at  the  fum  above-mentioned, 
applied  to  parliament  for  a  grant  to  difcharge  the 
preceding  debt ;  and  as  it  was  requefted  with 
reafon,  it  was  granted  with  juftice.  This  appli 
cation  was  not  unprecedented  in  former  reigns, 
in  which  no  advantage  had  been  derived  to  the 
nation,  from  the  furplus  of  the  revenue  that  ex 
ceeded  the  fum  eftabliflied  for  the  civil  lift  ex- 
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pences.  It  is  manifcft,  however,  by  adding  the  fpc 
hundred  thoufancl  pounds  railed  to  the  ei^ht 
hundred  thouiand  yearly  income,  and  taen  deduct 
ing  the  whole  fum  from  what  the  king  would  have 
received,  had  the  civil  lift  been  left  as  it  Rood  in 
the  reign  of  his  grandfather,  that  the  nation  has 
been  benefited  in  the  addition  of  two  million  two 
hundred  thouiand  pounds.  Hence  it  appear?, 
inftead  of  more  money  being  taken  from  the  an 
nual  income,  to  fuppiy  the  civil  lift  expences  of 
his  prefent  majefty,  than  of  king  George  the  fe- 
cond,  it  may  'be  truly  laid,  that  by  the  limitation 
of  that  revenue  to  8oo,ooo/.  a  year,  the  king  has 
prefcnted,  and  the  nation  received  the  benefit  of 
2,2oo,ooo/.  more  than  it  would  have  done,  had 
the  payment  remained  as  indefinite  as  it  did  in  the 
preceding  reign.  And  this  advantage  ftiil  conti 
nues  proportionally  to  accrue. 

But  the   preient  patriots,    being  the  fpawn  of 
thofe   who   were    uniformly   rebels   to  the  beft  of 
kings,  and  inftrurnenrs  of  opprerTion  in  the  hands 
of  the   worft,    are    fi!ent,     refpecting  the  advan 
tages  which  the  nation  has  acquired;  and    clamour 
inceffantly    againft     the    grant  above-mentioned, 
as  the  moil  oppreilive  that  had  ever  been  devifed, 
and  the  moft  injurious  to  the  people. 

13.  During  the  reign  of  king  William,  the  civil 
lift  was  fixed  at  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year ;  when  that  fum  would  purchafe  double  what 
it  will  at  prefent.  This  was  obtained  under  the 
pretence  of  a  penfion,  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  queen  Dowager  -,  and  for  fupporting 
the  houfhold  of  the  duke  of  Gloucefter.  To  the 
queen's  ufe  he  never  paid  a  penny.  To  the  duke 
of  Gloucefter's,  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  only. 
And  he  refufed  to  advance  one  quarter's  revenue 

to 
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to  purchafe  plate  and  furniture,  for  his  royal  higru 
nels's  ufe.  He  fpenc  it  chiefly  on  Dutchmen  and 
Rcnegadoes  of  their  native  country,  on  one  /<?- 
male  favourite,  and  in  the  exercife  of  that  fort  of 
vice  in  which  he  was  ib  iecretj  and  chiefly  in 
Holland. 

14.  A  Handing  army  is  another  fubjecl 
complaint    againll   his    prelect   majefty. 
fame  time,  it  feems  altogether  irreconcilable  With 
the  ftate  of  things,  to  reduce  the  number  of  land- 
forces,    when   it  is  confide  red,    how   greatly   the 
dominions  of  the  crown  exceed   thofe   wh 
poffeffed   at  the  revolution  :      And   that  the   fpi- 
rit  of  rebellion    was  foon  manifefted  after  his  ma- 
jeity's  afcent  to  the  throne,  not  only  in  this  king 
dom,  but  on  the  continent  of  America.  Muft  it  not 
therefore  appear  to  be  an  aft  of  iniamty  to  enter  on 
a  reduction  of  the  army  ?     For  fuch  is  the  prefent 
fpirit  of  the  patriots  and  their    populace,  it  can 
not  reafonably  be  called  in  queftion,  but  that  the 
city  mob  and  city  apprentices  would  long  fince  have 
repeated  the  like  outrages  which  were  perpetrated 
in  the  reion  of  king  Charles  the  firft  ;  have  driven 
his  prefent  majeftv  from  his  palace,  or  have  com 
mitted  feme  adt  of  rebellion,  even  yet  more  violent 
againft  him  had  no  (landing  troops  exifted.  Wo 
they  not  have  compelled  the  parliament  to  perpetrate 
whatever  they   demanded,  and  once  more  in  civil 
bloodflied  have  brought  their  iovereign  to  the  block 
and  fubverted  the  conititution  m  church  a 
even  as  it  is,  they,  on  one  occafion,  attempted  vio 
lence  on  lord  North.     That  this  is  not  a  <J'^ica 
fuggeition  is  more  than  probable,  from^the  wo  ds 
of  &r.    Priellly,  their  fpiritual    champion 
tender-confcienced  and  loyal  teacher,  in  his  e  lay 
on   the   principles   of  government   p.  3|  ™ 
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fpeaking  of  the  murder  of  Charles  the  firft  de 
clares,  that  "fuch  a  tranfaction  would  have  been," 
•which  both  grammar  and  ferife  require  to  be 
written  will  be^  "  an  immortal  honour  to  this 
country,  whenever  the  fuperftitious  notion  (the 
facrednefs  of  kings)  (hall  be  obliterated."  And  if 
Jt  be  not  now  effectually  obliterated,  it  is  not  to  the 
fupinenefs  or  malignancy  of  him  and  his  brethren, 
the  patriots,  that  its  continuance  can  be  afcribed. 
Even  Dr.  Price,  in  his  appeal  to  the  public, 
p.  39,  in  enumerating  the  caufes  of  our  prefent 
evils,  introduces  that  of  "  giving  fecurity  to  the 
Hanover  fucceffion.  This,  fays  he,  is  in  truth 
the  fundamental  grievance  of  the  kingdom  •,  and 
that  patriotifm,  the  firft  object  of  which  is  not 
the  removal  of  it,  can  be  nothing  but  an  impof- 
ture".  To  expect  that  fuch  principles  will  not 
produce  the  fame  effects,  which  they  have  hither 
to  done,  is  to  fuppoie  the  order  of  nature  to  be 
abfolutely  changed.  And  will  it  be  more  abfurd 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  feed  of  an  onion  will  produce 
a  pine-apple,  than  that  fuch  principles,  unchecked^ 
will  not  generate  rebellion.  Such  are  the  words 
of  thefe  reverend  feekcrs  of  the  Lord.  And  will 
it  not  embarrafs  the  unmerciful  Tommy  Town- 
fhend,  and  the  modeft  Mr.  Lee  to  difcover  any 
thing  in  the  writings  of  Dr.  Johnlbn,  or  mylelf., 
fo  nearly  approaching  to  treafon  ?  and  yet,  to  ufe 
the  words  of  that  fellow  Lee,  "  we  fee  no  notice 
taken,  no  complaint  made  of  Books,"  wherein 
the  principles  of  regicides  and  rebels  are  im- 
pioufly  profeffed  and  publicly  promulgated.  A 
uanding  army  is  therefore  become  indifpenfibly 
requifite.  It  was  to  men  of  their  principles  and 
to  ferve  their  own  purpofes  that  a  {landing  army 
was  firft  begun,  and  caufelefsly  eftablifhed  in  this 
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kingdom ;  and,  in  confequence  of  their  prefent 
exertion  of  the  lame  principles,  it  is  at  length  be 
come  a  neceirary  meafure  that  it  be  continued, 
in  order  to  prevent  their  republican  purpofes ;  and 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  majefty  and  the  conftitution. 
Thus  the  very  forces,  which  they  eftabliihed, 
by  an  unforefeen  event  are  become  the  evident 
means  of  fupprefiing  thtir  fedidous  principles 
from  being  carried  into  execution. 

14.  When  king  William  afcended  the  throne,  a 
{landing  army  was  unknown   in  thefe  realms.  It 
was  he  began 'and  continued  it,  during  life.  It  was 
he,  and  the  Whigs,  who,  in  oppofition  to  the  To 
ries,  prevented  their  being  diminimed  below  feven 
thoufand  forces.    And   in  one  year  he  kept  three 
thoufanci  men  in  pay  more  than  the  number  voted 
by  parliament.     It  was  the  Tories  who  infilled  on 
the  Dutch  guards  being  fent  home;    and  on  the 
renegado  Frenchmen  being  difbanded.     All  man 
kind  are  acquainted  with  what  reluctance  the  king 
fubmitted  to  this  neceflary  ad.  And  when  the  par 
liament  would  not  confent  that  he  mould  keep  his 
alien    guards,  which   were  an  eternal  reproach  to 
the  honour  and   fidelity  of  the  Englifh,    he  faid, 
"  if  1  had  a  fon,  by  God  thefe  Dutch  guards  fliould 
not  quit  me." 

15.  Parliamentary  corruption,  placemen,  andpen- 
fioners,  conftiuue    another  charge  againil  the  pre 
fent  reign.    Ibat  corruption  is   undoubtedly^great 
enough.     But  from  the  revolution,  to  his  majeily's 
accefllon  ro  the  throne,  the  Whigs  had  fo  far  ef 
faced  all  fenfe  of  national  virtue,  that  the  cafe  was, 
in  fact,  no  longer   a  corruption  fpread  by  the  mi- 
niitry,  amonglhe  members  of  parliament  •,    but  a 
demand  of  the  members   to  be  corrupted  by  the 
rojniilry,  which  would  take  no  denial.     For  a  ma 
jority 
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jority  of  thofe  delegated  defenders  of  the  peoples 
rights,  confidered  the  revenues  of  places  and  pen- 
fions  as  a  kind  of  hereditary   right  eilabliftiecl  by 
prefcription:  and  therefore  that  no  minifter  fhould 
be  permitted  to  tranfact  the  national  bufinefs,  how 
ever  advantageous  it  might  prove,  without  their  be 
ing  previoufly  obtained  by  pecuniary  emoluments. 
And  fince  we  have  experimentally  found   that  the 
exclufion  of  fome  placemen  has  not  improved  the 
integrity  of  the  houfes,  what  reaibn  have  we  to  be 
lieve  that,  if  not  a  man   of  that  fort  had  a  feat  in 
either  houfe,  that  the  parliament  would  be  lefs  cor 
rupt,  or  lefs  compilable   with   the   propofitions  of 
the  minifters  ?    The  commiffioners  of  the  c attorns, 
excife,  ftamps,  army  agents,  and  a  great  number 
of  others,  are  precluded  from  feats   in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  as  men  too  much  under  minifterial 
influence.    But  is  the  number  in   favour  of  court 
rneafures  thereby  diminished  ?  would  it  not  be  bet 
ter,  according  to  the  prefent  and  degenerate  difpofi- 
tions  of  mankind,  to  have  fuffered  thefe  men  to 
have   remained   members;    bccaufe  their  falaries 
would  then  have  influenced  to  nothing  more  than 
what  is  now  accomplifned   by  others,  at  a  much 
greater  expence  ?  For   now  two  lets  of   men  are 
paid  for   that  which  might  .be   as  well    performed 
by  one  alone  •,  and  the  expences  faved  to  the  peo 
ple  which  are   now   waited  on  the  latter.     When 
corruption  cannot  be  cured,  which,  by  the  practice 
of  the    Whigs,    has   been   foftered  and  continued 
through  almoil  a   whole   century  ;  when  religion 
and  national  integrity,  by  their  encouragment,  alfo 
have  been  laughed  into  fcorn  •,    when  a41  men  are 
convinced  thac   the   prefent  complainants  in  par 
liament  have  practifed   the  fame  corrupt   means, 
when  they  were  in  power  \  and  that  thofe  who  are 
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not  in  chat  houfe,  are  in  oppofition  to  the  fame  mea- 
fures  only,  becauie  they  do  not  participate  in  this  di- 
{tribution  of  corruption  ;  were  it  not  better  to  admit 
ail  placemen  and  penfioners  to  fit  in  'the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  thereby  at  ieaft  to  fave  the  public 
money  ;  fince  by  the  uniform  experience  of  eighty- 
fix  years,  every'  reafonab.le  expectation  of  reitoring 
public  virtue  is  at  an  end  ? 

To   what  purpofe  then  can   annual  or  triennial 
parliaments   be  revived,  unlefs  the  difpofitions  of 
men  can  be   changed  by  their  own   votes^  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  ?  by  (hortening  th-  duration,  the 
price  of  corruption  will  increafe,   fince  men  will  be 
bought  whatever  if  may  be.    And  if  they  have^but 
one  year's  market,  they  know  that  the  bufinefs  ot  the 
ttate  cannot  proceed  without  them  -,  and  therefore 
they  will  fell  their  commodity   at  a   higher  price. 
The  nation    muft  confequently  be  taxed. for  more 
money  -,    the   people  be  opprefled  to  provide  it ; 
and  corruption  become   more  egregious  than  be 
fore,  the  fole  event  which  is  to  be  expeded  from 
annual  parliaments.  That  we  have  no  longer  menial 
parliaments  is  owing  to  the  Whigs,  thole  friends  of 
England,  who  without  apply  ing  to  their  condiments 
for  a  re  election,  moft   impudently   continued  the 
preceding   election  from  three  to  (even  years.     It 
appears   from  the  hiftory  of  this  kingdom  that,  in 
thcrrio-n  of  Edward   the  fecond,    there  were  al- 
moft  as   many  parliaments   as  years.    In  that  of 
Richard   the  fecond,    there   were   two   new  par- 
liani-nts   more   than  the  years  he  reigned;    and 
three  in  one  year.     And  yet,  are  thei.  times  fuch 
as  any  friend  to  human  kind,  or  lover  of  his  coun 
try,  can  wifti  to  fee  reftored?  can  it  be  deemed  an 
unwarrantable  conciufion,  that  the  preient  men  ( 
principles    fo  firoilar  to  thole  of    the  long  par- 
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liament,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  firft,  who  al- 
ib  roared 'for  triennial  parliaments,  will,  like  them1 
alfo,  when  become  a  majority,  rob  the  king  of 
his  prerogative,  and  eftablifh  a  parliament  that 
Can  be  prorogued  and  difTolved  by  themfclves 
alone  ?  are  not  the  rebellious  acts  of  that  parliament 
fuch  as  they  yearn  to  imitate?  and  would  they  not, 
at  once,  by  a  like  law,  not  only  deprive  the  king 
of  his  prerogative,  in  the  antecedent  refpecls  •,  but 
rob  the  people  of  their  right  of  *  general  etc ft'ibn^ 
by  perpetuating  themfelves  for  ever  ?  fuch  were 
the  tranfactions  in  thofe  days,  when  they  had  ths 
effrontery  to  prete'nd,  that  they  took  arms  in  de 
fence  of  the  people's  rights  and  privileges,  and  for 
the  king  himfelf,  againll  whom  they  waged  war 
and  fought  to  flay:  fuch  will  [hey  not  proclaim  them* 
felves  to  be,  whenever  they  can  find  their  power 
is  become  predominant  in  the  commons. 

15.  The  prince  of  Orange,  in  his  declaration,  af- 
ferts,  "  that  his  expedition  was  intended  for  no 
other  defign  but  to  have  a  free  and  lawful  par 
liament."  The  firft  inftance  of  his  fincerity  was^ 
to  call  together  thole  who  had  been  members  of 
any  parliaments  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond. 
This  proceeding  was,  in  facl,  a  pofitive  interdicti 
on,  not  only  of.  all  thole  who  had  been  members 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  fecond,  but  of  every 
other  fubject,  except  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  the 
deputies  of  the  common  council  of  London.  Of  the 
members,  as  it  was  forefeen,  thole,  who  had  been 
for  excluding  king  James  from  the  throne,  made 
the  largefl  number.  And  we  are  told  by  Tihdal, 
"  the  prince  :hought,  that  befides  the  furFrages  of 
the  \  eers,  it  was  proper  to  be  authorized  by  others, 
which  might  faj's  for  thofe  of  the  people"  And 
thofe  men,  fo  iekcted  and  convened,  addrefTed 
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the  prince  to  take  upon  him  the  adminiftration  of 
public   affairs.     And   thus  this  aflembly,    in  the 
place  of  a  parliament,    was  elected  by  the  prince 
of  Orange  alone,  on  a  fubject  the  moft  important  to 
a  ftate.  One  hundred  and  fixty  men,  with  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  deputies  of  London,  were  confidered 
as  a  majority  of  the  people  of  England  \  and  the 
adminiitratioo  of  the  nation  was  imparted  to  him 
without  the  lead  application  for  the  confent  of  the 
reft  of  the   nation.    A  convention  was  called  by 
the  prince  of  Orange,  the  members  of  it  were  elect 
ed,  and  they  placed  the  crown  on  the  heads  of  him 
and  the  pnncefs  Mary,  and  excluded  king  James, 
without  confulting  the   people  on  that  moft  mo 
mentous  tranfaction.  It  was  now  that  parliamentary 
corruption,  but  little  practifed   in  the  antecedent 
reigns,  was  fpread  with  amazing  zeal  and  rapidity; 
and  inftead  of  callingfree  parliaments,  none  had  hi- 
•  therto  been  fummoned,  in  which  a  tenth  part  of  pe 
cuniary  influence  had  been  exerted  to  fupplant  the 
freedom  of  elections,     Burnetfays  he  complained 
of  this  corruption  to  the  king.     His  majefty  an- 
fwered,    that   it   was  impojfible    to  be    prevented. 
Such  being  the  cafe,  at  that  time,  I  imagine  that 
eighty-fix  years  of  fucceiiive  corruption  hath  not 
changed  that  impo/ibility  into  a  thing  prafticalle,  at 
prefent.    For,  by  men  of  like  principles  with  the 
preient  patriots,    from     1688,    to   the   accefiion 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  that  luxuriant  plant  hath 
been  ib  carefully  manured  and  watered  -,  hath  taken 
iuch  deep  root;   and  brought  forth  fruit  in  fuch 
abundance,  it  appears  to  be  as  eafy  to  abolim  the 
exiftence  of  parliaments,    as  to  eradicate  the  cor 
ruption  of  them.     And   from  an  unremitting  ex 
perience,  is  there  not  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe, 
with  the   revival  of  annual  parliaments,  and  with 
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the  virtues  of  John  Wilkes,  efq-,  added  to  thofe 
of*  the  prefent  patriots,  in  and  out  of  the  com 
mons,  that  the  torrent  of  corruption  will  ftill 
perievere  in  its  wonted  rapidity  ? 

1 6.  The  fale  of  places,  and  frauds  committed  by 
thofe  in  office,  conititute  an  accufation  of  the  pre- 
ient  miniiters.  I  can  recollect  but  one  inftance  in 
which  the  former  hath  been  brought  to  proof* 
And  on  that  occafion  the  charge  was  refuted  by  a 
verdidt  of  twelve  jurors,  in  a  court  of  law.  Of 
the  other  charge  the  fole  evidence  hitherto  appears 
to  cdnfift  in  nothing  but  the  clamours  of  the 
patriots  and  the  populace. 

1 6.  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  Burnet  tells  us* 
that  places  were  fee  to  fale  by  the  Whigs  ;  the  fleec 
was  viS&ualled  with  unwhollbme  food  ;  the  army  in 
Ireland  left  unfurnifhed  with  every  thing  necefiary; 
artillery,  horfcs,  carnages,  bread,  medicines,  &c. 
The  duke  of  Leeds,  Trevor,  fpeaker  of  the  com 
mons,    Guy,    Craggs,    and  a  number  of  others 
equally    culpable,    were   impeached   for   bribery. 
The  parliament  was  then   prorogued,    in  order  to 
preferve  theie  fcandalous  offenders  from  punifli- 
ment.     And  an  act  of  indemnity  was  foon  patted 
to   refcind    the    means  of   bringing  them  to  ju- 
Itice.     Befidcs  which,  moil  egregious  abufes,    ill 
practices,  and   intolerable  exactions,  by  colonels 
and  agents,  were  perpetrated  on  the  officers  and 
common  men.     And  among  the  numerous  frauds, 
that  of  falfe  endoriements  on  exchequer  bills   was 
one,    by   which  vaft  fums   were   amafled  by  men 
in  office.     The  perpetrators  of  all  thefe  heinous 
crimes,  were  altogether  unnoticed,  or  but  flightly 
punimed. 

17.  Another  caufe  of  murmuring  is  the  behaviour 
of   the   ibldicry  in  their  quarters,    which   exifts 
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in  clamour  only,    as  far  as  it  has  hitherto  been 
proved. 

17.  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  the  officers  and 
foldiers  extorted  lubfiftence  money  from  thofe  on 
whom  they  were  quartered,  and  to  this  violence  they 
were  chiefly  induced  by  the  frauds,  and  withholding 
of  their  fubfiftence  money,  by  their  colonels  and 
agentsi 

1 8.  The  diminution  of  the  gold  coin  of  the  king 
dom  was  of  late  become  fo  notorious,  that  it  was 
abfolurely  neceflary  to  put  a  flop  to  that  iniquity. 
This  was  done  by  afcertaining  the  weights  at  which 
each  piece  mould  pals,    according  to  the  reign  in 
which  it  was  (truck.     This   moft  reafonable  pro 
ceeding  was,    neverthelefs,  a  caufe  of  prodigious 
outcry  •,  although  a  reform  were  abfolutely   mdif- 
penfible.     The  event  has  proved  the  excellence  of 
the  meafure ;  the  evil  is  remedied,  and  the  nation 
has  been  put  to  the  expence  of  25,ooo/.  only  for  a 
new  coinage. 

1 8.  A  like  diminution  of  the  coin  was  fuffered  to 
take  place,  fo  long  in  the  reign  of  king  Wil 
liam,  that  i,2oo,ooo/.  (Bumec  fays  it  cod 
2,2OO,ooo/.)  were  raifed  in  parliament,  by  a  tax 
on  windows,  for  fupplying  the  deficiency  of  dipt 
money.  Five  psr  cent  was  given  as  a  reward  for 
bringing  in  unclipt  money  ;  and  three-pence  an 
ounce  for  all  wrought  plate  above  its  real  value, 
and  the  ufe  of  plate  was  prohibited  in-  public 
houfes.  Notwithstanding  all  this  mode  of  pro 
ceeding,  which  would  at  this  day  be  pronounced  an 
ad  of  arbitrary  power,  the  diftrefs  occafioned  by 
this  recalling  of  the  coin  was  fo  great,  that  there  was 
Hot  money  iufficient  for  the  payment  of  iervants, 
labourers,  and  others,  who  were  in  weekly  want 
of  their  wages,  Government  tallies  and  deben- 
0  2 


(       102      ) 

tures  were  at  forty,  fifty,  and  fixty,  exchequer, 
and  even  bank  bills  at  twenty  per  cent,  difcount, 
Such  is  the  infinite  difparity  between  the  meafures 
taken  by  the  miniftry,  in  the  reign  of  the  glorious 
king  \Villiam,  and  by  thole  in  this  of  his  prefent 
majdly. 

19.  Are  not  the  marriages  of  their  royal  highnefles 
the  dukes  of  Gloucefter  and  Cumberland,  unpre 
cedented  inftances   of  two  brothers   engaging  in 
matrimonial  contracts,  without  previoufiy  declar 
ing  their  intentions  to   him   who  was  their  brother 
and  their  fovereign  ?  Precedents  in   this  kingdom, 
without  refpect  to  their  good  or  evil  tendencies, 
are  too  frequently  confidered  as   authorities  ade 
quate  to  a  juftificatiem  for  fimilar  behaviour  on 
fubfequent  occafions,  as   if  the  fole   circumftance 
of    preceding   could  impart  a  fanclion  to  all  that 
might  follow  of  a  like  nature.     I  believe  if  Cain 
had  (lain  his  brother  Abel,  in  England,  the   pre 
fent  patriots  would  have  brought  that  fratricide  as 
an  argument  againft  the  juftice  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty,  had  he  permitted  one  brother  to   be  put  to 
death  for  the   murder  of  the  other,  provided   it 
could  promote  their  conic  ientious  purpoles.  His  ma- 
jefty,  on  the  antecedent  events,  having  confidered 
the  numerouinels  of  his   children,  and  the  ill  ef 
fects  which  might  arife  from   intermarriages  be 
tween  the  royal  family  and  thofe  of  his  -fubje&s,  en 
tered  on  a  relolution  of  preventing  fuch  ill  effedts 
by  anticipation  j  and  before  it  could  have  the  leaft 
appearance  of  anfwering  any  intention  againft  any 
prince  defcended  from  his  grandfather. 

It  was  therefore  enacted,  that  no  perfon  lineally 
defcended  from  that  king,  mould  legally  contract 
a  marriage,  without  the  previous  confent  of  his 
uiajefty,  his  heirs,  or  fuccefibrs.  But  if  any  fuch 
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descendant,  above  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
{hall  perfift  in  fuch  intention  of  matrimony,  upon 
giving  notice  to  the  privy- council  of  Juch  inten 
tion,  after  the  expiration  of  one  year,  he  or  (he 
lhall  be  permitted  to   marry ;  notwithstanding  the 
king  may  not  have  confented  to  it ;  unlels  the  par 
liament,  during  that   time,  mall  exprefsly  declare 
their  difapprobation   of  fuch   intended    marriage. 
It  is  not  eafy   to  fugged  a  method  that  at  once 
fo  juftly  unites  the  claims  of  national  felicity  with 
thofe  of  nature.     Such  princes  are  prohibited  from 
marrying,  without   the  king's  confeni,  only  until 
they  become   well  informed  of  the  confequences 
which  may  probably  enfue  fuch  contracts.     They 
are  then  free  from  their  fovereign's  controul,  and 
left  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  without  his 
aflent  required  to  their  determinations.  If  the  mar 
riage   appear  to  be  reafonable,  it  will  certainly  be 
approved ;  if  not,  it  reflson  the  houfes  to  juftify  their 
refufal.    And  yet,  fo  propitioufly  promifmg  to  pre 
clude  innumerable  ill  effects,  as  this  act  indifputably 
is,  it  was  not  the  lefs  an  object  of  patriotic  caluuiny. 
19.  Such  an  act,  as  the  preceding,  could  find  no 
place  in  the  regn  of  king  William.     Queen  Mary 
had  no  children,  nor  did   I   ever  hear  that  Eliza 
beth   Villiers,  or   any  favourite,  male  or  female, 
was  ever  fufpected  of  being,  in  a  breeding  ftate, 
from    any   intercourfe    with   that   prince,    bifhop 
Burnet  excepted.     And  even  that  iufpicion  of  the 
prelate  was  entertained   by   himlelf  alone.     The 
bifhop,  in  whom  credulity   and  truth  were  as  di- 
flant  from  each  other  as  the  two  poles,  paid  an 
implicit  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  the  former, 
and  totally  difregarJed  thofe  of  the  latter.     To 
his  honour,  however,  it  mud  be  allowed,  that  he 
never  diminished  his  native  flock  of  verity,  thro' 
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the  practice  of  his  life.  For,  in  all  his  relations, 
he  conrtantly  made  ufe  of  that  only  which  is  either 
more  or  lefs  than  the  truth  ;  and  hence,  having  ne 
ver  touched  the  truth  itfelf,  he  went  out  of  the 
world  poflefTed  of  the  whole  original  (lock  with 
which  he  came  into  it.  As  to  his  credulity,  al 
though  it  were  daily  wafted  to  the  bones,  yet, 
like  the  liver  of  Prometheus,  what  was  devoured  in 
the  day,  was  regenerated  in  the  night ;  and  it  never 
fuffered  a  real  leflening  to  the  hour  of  his  expi 
ration.  In  conlequence  of  this  profligate  credulity, 
this  right  reverend  ceconomili  of  veracity  being 
occafionally  indifpofed,  by  an  advertifement  was 
informed  where  a  certain  quack  doctor  might  be 
found,  who  by  cafting  his  lord  (hip's  water,  could 
not  only  difcover  his  difeafe,  but  fend  him  a  cure, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  perfonal  enquiry  into 
his  complaints.  Credulity  feized  on  the  occafion, 
and  a  fervant  was  difpatched  to  this  quack,  with  a 
phial  of  his  holy  water.  But  fuch  were  the  effects 
of  fate,  that  neither  the  fanclity  of  the  bifhop's  man 
ners,  nor  the  prefervation  of  his  precious  health, 
could  prevent  the  phial  from  being  broken  in  the 
carrying.  The  fervant,  who  pofiefled,  at  leaf!,  as 
much  fenfe  as  his  mailer,  thought  that  the.  water 
of  one  perlbn  might  prove  as  good  for  the  prefent 
purpofe,  as  that  of  another,  and  being  apprehenfive 
of  being  chidden  alfo,  if  the  accident  were  dif- 
covered,  bought  a  phial,  and  knowing  that  water* 
frelh  made,  would  create  fome  iufpicion  in  the 
doctor,  entered  a  beer  houfe,  and  defired  that  the 
phial  might  be  filled  with  fome  water  that  had  been , 
made  during  the  night.  The  good  woman  of  the 
houfe,  who  was,  it  fcems;  breeding,  filled  it  with 
her  own,  and  away  trudged  the  fervant  to  the 
phyfical  infpector  of  urine. 
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On  his  return,  the  bifhop  cried  out,  "  Weel 
Mon,  what  kens  the  dodor  of  my  urine  ?"  My 
lord,  lays  Sandy,  "after  meckle  leuking  on  the  wa 
ter,  he  e'en  told  me,  the  perfon  who  made  that 
water  is  with  bairn."  "  Ah !  geud  God,  cried 
his  lordfhip,  I  always  told  his  majetly  what  it 
would  at  length  come  to.  -]-!  myfelf  faw  a  great 
deal  of  this  management,  for  1  ivas  then  at  court" 

20.  The  difpleafure  againft  the  princes  for  their; 
marriages,  was  another  article  of  relentment  againft 
his  majefty,  by  the  patriots,  who  prefume  to  cen- 
fure  his  private  as  much  as  his  public  conduct. 
But  certainly  no  iovereign  harh  ever  fhewn  fo  little 
diflike  on  Ib  unexampled  an  occafion.  It  is 
true,  they  do  not  appear  at  court,  and  there  it 
ends.  In  all  other  reJpecls,  no  mark  of  refent- 
ment  is  fhewn  either  by  his  majefty  or  the 
queen. 

20.  King  William  and  queen  Mary  refented  the 
application  of  the  princels  Anne  to  parliament,  for 
fixing  her  revenue,  when  fhe  1b  juftly  declined  the 
dependence  on  the  generofuy  of  a  Dutchman  for 
the  payment  of  her  income.  This  behaviour  was 
fo  offenfive  to  king  William  and  queen  Mary, 
who  fufpecled  that  this  application  had  proceeded 
from  the  advice  of  the  durchefs  of  Marlborough, 
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f  As  the  writer  of  this  account  had  no  other  authority  than 
his  own  aflertion,  to  authenticate  the  above  paflage,  and  as, 
in  all  probability,  he  was  not  born  till  thirty  years  after  the 
event  could  have  happened,  it  recurred  to  him  that  the  truth 
of  it  might  pofTibly  be  called  in  quetlion.  Notwithltanding 
this  Tingle  circumftance,  he  ftill  expects  that  it  will  obtain  the 
credit  which  it  deferves.  Since  it  is  to  the  full  as  practicable 
for  the  writer  to  have  been  at  the  court  of  Ltndon,  before  he 
was  born,  as  it  was  for  .Burnet  to  be  at  Whitehall,  before  he 
left  Scotland.  And  yet,  on  fuch  kind  of  evidence,  much  of 
his  lordihip's  hiitory  depends. 
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that  they  ordered  the  princefs  to  difmifs  htr  from 
her  fervice :  and  becaufe  fhe  would  not  comply 
with  this  injunction,  fhe  was  forbidden  the  court. 
In  this  difnnion  the  fifters  remained  •,  and  the 
pious  queen  Mary  fet  out  to  anfwer  for  this  wane 
of  natural  affection,  in  another  world,  without  de- 
firing  to  be  reconciled  to  her  only  fitter  in  this. 

2  i .  Another  modeft  charge  of  the  patriots  againft 
his  majefty  is,  that  of  violating  the  grants  made  in 
royal  charters  to  the  Americans,  by  the  preceding 
kings  of  England;  and  in  prefuming  to  extend  into 
the  colonies  the  legiflative  righr  of  taxation  by  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain;  which,  as  thefe  fubjects 
afifert,  is  done  with  intent  to  enflave  the  g ocd  people 
of  America*  But  will  thefe  Americans  and  their  con 
federates,  in  this  kingdom,  uniformly  allow,  thatthe 
royal  prerogative  can,  by  grants,  conftitutionally 
annihilate  the  authority  of  the  Britifh  legiflature  ? 
will  not  this  be  to  acknowledge  and  fupport,  that 
a  more  exceffive  power  .remains    at  prefent  in  the 
crown  than  was  extirpated   by  the  bill  of  rights  ? 
by  that  bill,  the  king  is  inhibited  from  fufpending 
or  difpenfing  with  laws  already  made ;  but  by  the 
prerogative,  for  which  the  patriots  and  the  Ame 
ricans  contend,  the  parliamentary  power  of  making 
laws,  in  this  realm,  refpecling  America,  is  not  only 
iufpended  and  difpenfed  with,  but  abfolutely  an 
nihilated  by  the  king.     Becaufe,  by  his   preroga 
tive,  he  can   refcind   it  from  parliament,  and  be 
queath  it  to  the  colonits.     Is  this  doctrine  coinci* 
dent  with  that  which  is  fo  vehemently  urged  againft 
exerting  the  prerogative-royal,  even  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  people  from  (larving  ?  But,  to  men 
of  their  principles,  every  excels  of  that  power  is 
lawful ;  and   the  leaft  legal  exertion  of  it   a  vio* 
lence,  as  each  of  them  may  quadrate  with  their  de- 


They  never  have  allowed,  nor  ever  will 
allow,  any  meafure  to  be  juft  or  unjuft,    but  as  it 
correfponds  with  or  oppofes  their  purpofes*     Has 
not  the  legislature  abolifhed  the  ancient  rights  of 
the  church^  of  fuit  and  fervice  in  the  field  and  at 
the  courts  of  kings,  and  barons,  of  marriage,  ward, 
ioccage  and  villain  fervice;    together  with  a  mul 
tiplicity  of  others,  ib  folemnly  granted,  in  magna 
charta,  by  compact  between  the  fovereign  and  his 
iubjects,  confecrated  by  the  folemn  rites  and  fanc- 
tion  of  religion,    and  confirmed  more  than  thirty 
times  in  parliament?  and,  were  not  theie  amazing 
changes  accomplimed  by   the  legiflature,  in  pro 
portion  as  the   progreffive  alteration   in  manners, 
the  augmentation  of  riches,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
fiato  required  them?  But  it  feems  the  grants  of  kings, 
to  the  lubjects  in  America,  are  to  be   held   more 
facred  and  inviolate  than  the  great  charter  of  Eng* 
land,     And  the  power  of  the  two  houfes,  added 
to  that  of  the  fovereign,  on  the  prefent  ftate  of 
circum fiances  in   America,  ib  different  from  that 
which  exifted  when    their    charters    were    origi 
nally  granted,    is   to  remain    inert,    and   fupinely 
fee  the  colonies  difmembered  from   their   mother 
country.  It  fhould  feem  a  parliament  can  lawfully 
do  every  thing  in  Great   Britain,    and  nothing  in 
America.    The  king  can  neither  revoke  his  grants, 
nor  the  parliament  alter  them,  whatever  may  be 
the  emergencies  which  demand  it> 

In  objection  to  the  right  of  taxing  them  by  par 
liament^  they  anfwer,  that  they  have  an  exclufive 
privilege  by  charter,  to  tax  themfelves,  by  their  own 
affemblies,  by  whom  it  can  alone  be  equitably  done. 
.But  do  theie  grants  exprefsly  exclude  the  legiflative 
authority  of  "this  kingdom  from  making  laws  to 
levy  money  in  America  ?  and  if  they  do,  is  there 

J?  an> 
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an  Engliihman  uninfaruated  with  the  prefent  pa- 
trioufm,  or  unactuated  by  (inifter  motives,  who 
would  hot  exclaim  againil  the  validity  of  fuch  a 
pretended  right  in  the  crown  ?  would  not  even 
thefe  patriotic  malcontents  be  then  the  firft  to  roar 
againft  kings,  for  infracting  the  rights,  fubverting 
the  liberties,  deftroying  the  conltitution,  and  en- 
Having  the  people  ?  but  now  it  feems  right,  li 
berty  and  conftitution  are  all  to  be  preferved  by 
fuftaining  that  very  prerogative-royal,  which,  on 
other  occafions,  they  fo  much  affect  to  execrate 
and  confine.  Innumerable  are  the  charters  grant 
ed  by  kings  to  corporations  in  this  kingdom,  by 
which  they  are  authorifed  to  levy  money  for 
their  own  ufes ;  but  are  thefe  corporations,  by 
thefe  charters,  protected  from  the  payment  of 
parliamentary  impofts? 

Have  not  the  Americans,  by  their  charters,  the 
right  alfo  of  making  laws  for  themfelves  ?  will  not 
the  fame  arguments,  therefore,  which  are  urged  in 
favour  of  their  difcbedience  to  taxation,  be  equally 
coercive  in  every  other  legiilative  ordinance  ?  and 
from  thence,  will  it  not  as  logically  refult,  that  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  not  the  leaft  right 
to  enact  fuch  laws,  as  may,  in  the  leaft  degree,  or 
in  any  inflance,  effect  the  Americans  in  their  ie- 
veral  provinces?  and  then,  will  not  that  ex 
emption  amount  to  an  abiblute  independancy  on 
the  legiflative  authority  of  this  realm  ?  a  conclufi- 
on,  which,  I  fhoulci  think,  can  hardly  be  warrant 
ed  by  the  conftitutions,  either  cf  Great  Britain,  or 
of  the  colonies. 

Befides  the  preceding  objection  of  thefe  repub 
lican  malcontents,  to  comply  with  the  acts  which 
are  made,  reflecting  taxations  on  them  in  the  pro 
vinces,  they  alledge,  in  their  defence  alfo,  that 

they 


they  have  no  right  of  cleft!  ng  members ;  and  there 
fore  are  not  reprefentecl  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
none  to  fuperincend  their  concerns,    and  to  affiil 
in  laying  taxes   by  their  own  conient,  as  it  is  the 
undoubted  privilege   of  all   thole  lubjects  who  re- 
fide  in  Great  Biitain  :    but  in  this  they  muft  con- 
fcioufly  offer  what  they  know  to  be  untrue.     For, 
in  this  predicament,  they   (land  exactly  on  a  level 
with  nine  parts  in  ten  of  the  fubjects  of  this  king 
dom,  who  have  no  elective  right.     But  the  rights 
of  election,  and  of  being  reprefenced,  are  diitinct 
things.     For  the  mftant  the  members  are  elected 
by  the  feiv,    they  become  the  reprefentatives  of 
all.     Unlefs  this  were  the  cafe,    all  thoie  fubjects, 
who  have  copyhold  eftar.es  to  any  value,  money  in 
the  funds,  or  on  mortgages,  to  any  amount  what 
ever,    who  annually  trade  and   manufacture   for 
great  fums,    as  well  as  innumerable  others,  who 
have  not  freeholds  of  forty  (hillings  a  year,  or  are 
entitled  to  vote  by  freedom,   burgage  tenure,  or 
other  qualification  of  the  feveral  cities  and  towns, 
which  fend  members  to  parliament,  are  not  repre- 
fented.     A  condufion  to  which,    I  imagine,    no 
Briton  will   accede/    The  Americans,    therefore, 
although  they  be  without  the  right  of  election,  are 
neverthelefs  pofief&d  of  that  of  being  repreiented, 
as  fully  as  that  great  majority  of  non-electors  who 
inhabit  this  ifland.   Being  therefore,  in  a  like  con 
dition,  they  ought,  for  that  realon,  to  pay  the  like 
obedience  to  the  acts  of  this  legiflature,  with  thoie 
who  dwell  in  England,  and  are  not  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  election. 

Should  this  vaft  majority  of  non- electing  con- 

ftituents  prefume  to  withhold  the  taxes,  which  are 

impofed  on  them,  for  the  preceding  reafons,  which 

they  may  as  iuftly  urge  as  the  Americans,  would 
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thefe  be  arguments  Efficient  to  protect  them  from  a 
compulfory  payment?  the  counties  palatine  of 
Chelter  and  Durham  had,  and  now  have  laws  pe 
culiar  to  themfelves.  The  former  fent  no  mem 
bers  to  parliament,  till  late  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  eighth  ;  the  latter,  in  that  of  Charles  the  fe~ 
cond.  Were  they,  before  they  fent  members, 
without  the  reach  of  parliamentary  taxation  ?  were 
not  their  grants  as  valid,  and  their  objections  as 
reafonably  to  be  made,  as  by  the  Americans;  but 
did  that  avail  them  ? 

Before  the  American  (lamp  act  was  made,  what 
inftance  is  there  to  be  found,  that  thefe  reftiff 
fubjedts  conceived  the  idea  of  not  being  repre- 
fenced  in  parliament  ?  did  they  ever  abftain  from 
applying  thereto,  on  all  occafions,  which  might 
ferve  their  purpofes  and  promote  their  intercit  ? 
during  the  laft  war,  when  they  boafted  to  expel 
the  French  from  Canada,  if  arms  were  lent  them, 
and  when  that  requeft  was  complied  with,  it  was 
found,  by  experience,  that  all  their  fanatic  vaunt- 
ings  expired  in  wind  ;  and  that  t(ie  Canadians, 
•who  were  not  a  tenth  part  of  their  number,  would 
have  driven  them  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  On  this 
diftrefs,  did  they  not  conceive  themfelves  to  be 
reprefented  in  parliament,  and  apply  for  an  army 
to  fave  them  from  deftrudicn  ?  and  was  not  that 
fuccour  fent  and  ftipportcd,  at  an  immenfeexpcnce* 
to  this  kingdom  ?  By  this  act  alone,  were  they  not 
preferved  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies  ?  and 
now  they  prefume  to  refift  the  Britifli  right  of 
taxing  them,  by  that  very  kgifiature,  from  whonv 
they  fought  and  received  their  temporal  falvation, 
Such  hath  been,  is,  and  ever  will  be  the  thanklefs 
returns  of  thofe  men,  from  whole  hearts  it  would 
be  exccflivejy  more  diigcujt  to  eradicate  ingratU 
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tude,    than    to  diveft  arfenic   of   the  power  of 
poifoning. 

It  fhould  feem  then,  that  thefe  gracelefs  fub- 
jecls  confider  the  people  of  England  as  their  (laves, 
to  labour,  and  to  find  men  and  money  for  their 
fervice  and  defence  :  and  that  they  are  our  mailers, 
at  full  liberty  to  raife  or  withhold  either  of  them 
as  they  pleale,  whatever  may  be  the  emergencies 
tnat  may  happen  in  this  part  of  the  world.  In 
facl,  we  are  to  be  at  all  the  expence  of  treafure 
and  of  blood,  and  they  to  reap  the  advantage  of 
it,  without  contributing  one  (hilling,  or  one  man, 
towards  the  demands  of  either  of  them.  Would 
not  this  infolence,  if  indulged,  be  adequate  to  the 
folly  of  toffing  up  a  halfpenny  on  the  ridiculous 
conditions,  that,  by  heads,  the  Americans  win,  and 
by  tails,  we  in  England  lofe.  If  the  fpirit  of  a 
Briton  and  a  loyal  fubject  can  bear  this  infult  on 
his  underilanding,  on"  his  property,  and  on  his 
right  of  preierving  life  in  common  with  all  other 
his  majefty's  fubjecls,  their  fouls  are  not  made,  at 
prefent,  of  the  fame  eftimable  materials  withthofe 
of  their  anceftors.  I  will  appeal  to  the  common 
fenfe  of  all  thofe,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  thofe  trans-Atlantic  le&aries,  whether, 
in  times  of  war,  without  the  legiflative  obligation 
of  the  parliament,  they  would  raife  a  (hilling  that 
was  not  to  be  folely  applied  to  their  own  particular 
advantages  ?  are  thefe  the  fubjefts  who  are  to  be 
permitted  to  refift  the  laws  of  Britain,  and  to  be 
indulged  with  raifing  their  own  taxes  on  all  emer 
gencies  ?  to  them  is  his  majefty  to  apply,  by  re-^ 
quiiition,  for  fupplies  to  be  levied  at  their  option  ?' 
and  is  the  legifiature  of  Great  Britain  to  remain  in- 
exertive  of  her  conftitutional  rights,  and  to  be  fo 
flao-itioufly  treated  by  fuch  rebellious  ingrates  ?  BrU 
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tons,  Britons,  if  you  have  loftall  fenfation  for  the  ho 
nour  of  your  king  and  country,  feel  for  your  lives 
and  properties  at  lead;  and  fuffer  not  yourfelves 
to  be  thus  audacioufly  infulted  by  thole  Americans, 
who  dare  to  treat  you  as  men  fubfervient  to  their 
purpofes,  and  to  fix  on  you  alone  the  whole  ex- 
pence  of  peace  and  war.     Will  you  tamely  behold 
thofe  enemies  to  your  conftitution,    to  withhold 
themfelves  from   danger,    and  their  money  from 
contributing  to  the  general  caufe  at  their  pleaiure? 
fuch,    however,    is  the  defpicable  (late  to  which 
the    prefent    patriots,   thofe    protectors  of    your 
rights  and  liberties,  are  labouring  to  reduce  you  ! 
can  fuch  men  be  the  friends  of  their  country  ?  but 
fuch  hath  been  the   audacious   infolence  of  thefe 
American    fectaries ;     for     fuch    alone    are    en 
gaged  in    this  rebellious  oppofition   to  the  king 
that   even   the   right   of    taxing   the  Americans, 
by    a  Britim    parliament,  is    no    longer   the   ob 
ject  in  difpute.     For  fince  the  legiflature  thought 
proper  to  enact,    that   teas,  carried   to  America, 
Ihould,  on  landing,  be  fubject  to  a  fmall  duty,  the 
Hate  of  the  cafe  is  changed  entirely.     It  is  no  long 
er  a  conteit,  whether  they   {hall  be  taxed   by  par 
liament;    but,    whether   goods,     exported   from 
Great  Britain,  mall  be  landed   in  America.     The 
payment  of  this  tax  was  altogether  optional  in  the 
people  of  that  continent.  For,  unleis  it  were  con- 
fumed,  no  revenue  could  be  derived  from  the  ini- 
poft  :    and  every  man  was  left  at  will  to  be  a  con- 
fumer  or  not.     But  fnch  were  the  fentimems  which 
theie.difloyal  {objects  entertained  of  their  own  in 
tegrity,  and  fuch  their  confidence  in  each  other, 
that  confcious  of  their  internal   rotteneis   of  ioul, 
they,  were  convinced,  that  mould  that  commodity 
be  permitted  to  be  let  on  more,  their  interefted  .pa- 
mo  tifra 


triotifm  would  not  prevent  its  being  coniumed. 
The  Boftonians,  therefore,  difregarding  the  claims 
of  common  honefty,  as  well  as  law,  if  any  (hare 
of  the  former  virtue  did  then  remain  among  them, 
boarded  the  fhip  by  force ;  rifled  the  cargoe  ^  threw 
it  into  the  river,  and  thus  committed  felony. 
Such  was  the  unpardonable  contempt  which  they 
manifefted  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
are  the  men  who  (till  proteft  they  are  meritorious 
and  loyal  fubjects  -,  and  who  are  encouraged  and 
defended  by  the  patriots  in  this  their  unexampled 
outrage. 

The  event  has  evinced  that  the  magiftrates  of 
Boilon  either  had  not  the  power  or  the  inclination 
to  put  the  laws  in  execution  againft  thofe  rebellious 
plunderers  ^  the  latter  of  which  is  well  known  to 
be  the  truth.  That  the  governor  was  not  armed  with 
powers,  nor  poilelTed  of  iufficient  authority  to  com 
pel  them  to  it,  is  an  indubitable  fact.  And  yet,  ac 
cording  to  patriotic  and  prefbyterian  doctrine,  this 
moil  atrocious  infulton  the  legiflative  body  of  this 
kingdom  is  to  be  left  entirely  to  the  cognizance  of 
their  own  magiftrates,  who,  it  is  certain,  will  pay 
no  more  attention  to  it,  than  neceflity  mail  compel 
them  to.  Would  not  that,  in  fact,  be  adequate  to  a 
plenary  indulgence  in  the  crime  ?  Not  a  felon  of 
them  has  been  apprehended:  and  if  ten  thoufand 
of  them  had  been  tried  for  ten  thoufand  murders, 
committed  in  that  or  the  like  tranfaction,  they 
would,  have  been  acquitted  to  a  man  with  exul 
tation,  and  with  triumph  over  juftice.  Are  theie 
men  with  impunity  to  riot  in  their  outrages ;  to 
remain  unamenable  to  all  courts  of  lawj  and, 
be  fecured  from  condign  punilhment,  becaufe  they 
and  their  magiftrates  are  equally  excited  by  the 
fame  rebellious  principles  ?  do  they  deferve  to  en 
joy 
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joy  the  protection  of  the  laws  againft  thieves,  \ti 
this  kingdom,  who  are  advocates  for  fuch  crimi 
nals  in  America? 

Are  thofe  audacious  men,  who  have  thus  for-* 
cibly  Committed,  not  only  felony,  but  high  crimes^ 
and  mifdemeanours,  if  not  treafon  againft  thS 
Hate,  to  receive  no  chaftifement  from  the  legifla- 
ture?  is  not  the  fanction  of  the  laws,  which  was 
violated  by  force,  to  be  reftored  by  force  legally 
eftablifhed  to  that  end  ?  but  lenient  and  tempo- 
rifmg  meafures  are,  alone,  to  be  adopted  and  puN 
fued,  fay  the  modeft  patriots.  The  Romans  nevei* 
temporifed  but  once.  They  were  fpeedily  convinced 
of  that  folly,  abftained  from  all  repetition  of  a  fi* 
milar  miftake,  and,  by  that  refolution,  fubdued 
the  world.  Half  meafures  deflroy  the  beft  defigns. 
The  minifter,  on  occaiions  like  the  prefent,  that 
deliberates  is  loft.  Not  only  he,  but  even  the  dig 
nity  of  the  crown,  and  the  happineis  of  the  peo 
ple  fink  therewith.  But  I  truft  that  an  ill  timed 
and  injudicious  lenity  will  not  avert  the  fuccefs  of 
fo  juft  and  fo  national  a  caufe.  For  there  are 
times  in  which  the  find  application  of  a  proper 
power  can  alone  preferve  a  nation's  welfare. 

In  no  inftance  of  outrageous  violation  of  the 
legiflative  authority,  hath  fuch  an  indulgence  been 
ihewn  to  criminals,  fo  egregioufly  offending.  In 
return  for  all  this  violence,  what  has  hitherto  prov 
ed  to  be  the  infliction  on  the  perpetrators?  the 
Boftonians  are  prohibited,  by  law,  from  exporting, 
and  from  importing,  in  the  port  of  Bofton  only* 
v/uh  penalties  annexed  to  tranfgreHions  of  that 
law  :  which,  however,  does  not  extend  to  the  pro- 
hibiticn  of  fuel  Another  place  is  appointed  for 
the  pvrting  of  their  alfemblies,  and  a  port  alfo 
is  appropriated  to  the  purpofes  of  navigation* 

And 


And  fuch  offenders,  as  it  is  well  known  will  not 
be  treated   with   the  juftice  of  that  punifhment 
which  their  crimes  demand,  may  be  now  fent  hi- 
ther   to   be  tried,  in  the  courts  of  this  kingdom, 
in  which  there  is  no  fhadow  of  pretence  that    the 
Jaws   will  be  unjuftly. carried  into  execution.     Can 
the  hiftory  of  all  ages  produce  one  inftance  of  id 
lenient  a  proceeding    againft  fuch   egregious    of 
fenders  ?  added  to  this,  a  general  and  fome  troops, 
with  a  few   mips  of  war,  are  ordered  to  prevent 
the  like   outrages  for  the  future  •,    and  to  provide 
that  thefe  acts  of  the  legifiature  be  not  infulted 
and  rendered  effete,  by  a  like  rebellious  action  as 
the  former  were.     This  is  the  whole  exertion  of 
legiflative  authority  which  has  hitherto  been  enact 
ed,  relative    to   the  Boftonian   rebels,    on    which 
fuch  a   tumultuous   outcry  of   infracted   charters, 
and  intended  flavery  is  bellowed  through  the  realm, 
againft   his  majefty,    his  parliament,  and   his  mi- 
rnfters.  Did   either  Cromwell  or  the   glorious  king 
William  pofiefs  the  iupreme  power  at  this  time,  the 
former,  who  knew  the  infidious  difpofitions  of  the 
prefbyterians ;  and  the  latter,  who  never  failed  fe~ 
verely  to   inftict  thofe  with  puniftiment,  who  op- 
pofed   his  will,  would    not   permit  thefe  rebels  to 
perfevere  in  fuch  refinance,  and  efcape  on  fuch  eafy 
terms  ?  would  they  not  then  have  reafon  to  lament 
the  want  of  that  mercy  which  they  now  decry  as 
criminal,  in  their  fovereign,  on  the  throne. 

But,  in  order  to  obviate  all  objection  againft  the 
king,  his  parliament  and  minifters,  refpecting  the 
conduct  which  has  been  adopted  and  purfued  m 
the  preceding  inftance,  I  will  take  up  the  princi 
ples  and  opinions  of  thofe  patriots,  relative  to  the 
ibvereigns  of  Great  Britain  and  their  minifters  j 
fwppofc,  for  a  while,  that  his  majefty  is  no- 

Q  thing 
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thing  more  than  a  chief  magiftrate  and  truftee 
for  the  people;  and  that  his  minifters  are  obliged 
to  advife  and  execute  that  alone  which  is  juft,  and 
moft  likely  to  be  advantageous  to  the  whole  com 
munity,  whether  in  Britain,  America,  or  other 
place  whatever. 

Is  it  not  an  invariable  maxim  of  found  polity, 
that  all  thofe,  who  are  fubjeds  to  the  fame  ftate, 
mould  be  equally  obedient  to  the  acts  of  her  le- 
giflature?  can  there  be  any  thing  more  juft  than 
that  all  fuch  mould  contribute  their  proper  pro 
portion  of  fupplies,  both  in  men  and  money,  for 
fuitaimng  all  national  exigencies  ?  and  is  it  not  the 
indifpenfable  duty  of  fuch  a  king  and  of  his  mi- 
mfters  to  apply  to  the  fupreme  legiflative  power, 
and  to  obtain  fuch  ads  as  may  compel  thofe  re- 
volters  from  their  conftitutional  allegiance,  who 
\vonld  withhold  themfeives  from  fuch  duties,  to 
become  obedient  to  the  laws,  and  contribute  to 
the  (upport  and  welfare  of  the  ftate  ?  are  not  thefe 
the  meafures  which  his  majefty  and  his  minifters 
have  purfued?  could  Rich  conduct  have  been 
omitted  without  the  juft  charge  of  inattention  and 
neglecl  on  a  chief  magiftrate,  and  truftee  of  the 
Britifh  people  ?  are  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  alone 
toraifethe  national  fupplies,  and  the  Americans 
to  be  leftuntaxed  by  the  Britifh  parliament,  would 
not  that  partiality  to  the  latter  be  an  opprefiion  on 
the  former-,  and  his  majefty,  on  patriotic  prin 
ciples,  be  a  moft  delinquent  magiftrate,  and  faith- 
lefs  truftee  ?  hence  then,  whether  the  king  be  con- 
fidered  as  he  conftitutionally  is.  or  according  to 
the  fentiments  of  patriots  and  fedlaries,  what  rea- 
Jonable  objection  can  be  framed  againit  his  prefent 
meafures  in  Bofton  ?  mail  the  Americans  contribute 
their  treafure,  or  not  5  determine  what  (hall  be  im 
ported 
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ported  from  this  kingdom  to  his  majefty's  colonies; 
and  exported  from   thence,  as  they  pleafe,  and  be 
indulged   in   this  flagitious  breach  of  allegiance  ? 
and  laftly,  will  you  Britons,  and  Hibernians,  who 
are  loyal  fubjefts,  be  tamely  and  alone  doomed  to 
every '  expence,    in   men   and  money,    which  the 
kingdom  may   require,  whilft  the   Americans  are 
exempted  from  both  ?  join,  therefore,  with  chear- 
fulnefs  and  refolution,  to  lupport  the  undoubted 
rights  of  your  fovereign  and  yourfelves  9  exert  your 
endeavours  to  fuppreis  their  rebellious  proceedings 
in  America;    and  treat,  with  honeft  indignation, 
all  thole  in   thefe  kingdoms,    who  jutltfy  their  in- 
fults,    and  defend  their  cauie,    as  enemies  to   the 
conftitution,  to  your  fovereign,  and  to  the  honour 
and  welfare  of  the  Britifh  realms  in  Europe.    For, 
in  whatever  light  the   condndt  of  your   king,  his 
parliament,  and  miniftry,  may   be  reprefented  by 
defigning  men,  to  the  eyes  of  integrity,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  their  a&ions  ill  appear  to  be  deferving  the  ut- 
moft  applaufe  a  loyal  and  a  happy  people  can  beflow. 
21.  In  the  reign  of  king  William,  there  ieems 
to   be  nothing   fimilar  to  the  preceding   conducl. 
The  honour  and  the  intereft  of  England,  during 
that  time,    appear  not  to  have  been  attended  to 
with  much  fmceriry.     His  exertions  were  to  obtain 
money  from  his  Englifh  fubjedts,  to  maintain  th< 
honour  and  the  interefts  of  the  Dutch;    oy  cnar- 
ter,  to  furrender  the  rights   of  the  whole  nation 
into  the  hands  and  tyranny  of  a  trading  company ; 
and  tamely  to  fuller  his  Britifh  fubjedts  to  be  driven 
from  their  American  fettlements,  by  the  Spaniards, 
when  the  interefts  of  the  Dutch  required  it.      ^ 

22.  Another  moft  atrocious  accufation  again 
his  majefty  hath  been  diligently,  and  with  frequent 
repetition  promulged  through  his  whole  dommi- 

ons- 


Ons.  It  is  nothing  Jefs  than  that  of  having  broken 
liis  coronation  oath,  in  affenting  to  the  ad  for 
making  more  effectual  provifion  for  the  govern 
ment  of  Quebec.  Let  me  tranfcribe  this  oath, 
that  the  audacious  injuftice  of  this  calumny  may 
be  clearly  fhewn  to  the  world. 

It  is,  "  that  his  majefty  folemnly  promifes  and 
fwears  to  govern  the  people  of  this  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  dominions  thereto  belong- 

O 

ing,  according  to  the  flatutes  in  parliament  agreed 
on,  and  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  fame." 

Is  not  this  Quebec  bill  a  ftatute  agreed  on  in 
parliament,  and  are  not  the  laws  and  cultoms  of 
the  Canadians  thofe  by  which  they  are  to  be  go 
verned  ?  where  then  is  the  breach  in  this  inftance  ? 
neverthelefs,  on  this  account,  amazing  clamours 
have  been  railed,  as  if  this  law  were  intended  to 
extirpate  all  trials  by  juries :  than  which  nothing 
can  be  lefs  true.  At  the  rtqueit  of  the  Canadians, 
their  civil  canfes  are  to  be  adjudged,  according  to 
the  laws  and  cuftoms  which  have  always  exifted 
among  them  •,  and  from  which  it  was  impracti 
cable  to  deviate,  without  endangering,  by  an  in 
finity  of  litigious  purfuits,  the  claims,  titles,  and 
Securities  by  which  their  properties  had  been  hi 
therto  fecured. 

But  refpecling  the  proceedings,  in  criminal 
law,  '«  it  is  enacted,  that  the  fame  (hall  continue 
to  be  administered,  and  mail  be  obierved,  as  law, 
in  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  well  in  the  de- 
ftription  and  quality  of  the  offence,  as  in  the  method 
of  'prosecution  and  trial  \  and  the  punishments  and 
forfeitures  thereby  inflicted,  to  the  exclufion  of 
every  other  rule  of  criminal  law,  or  mode  of  pro 
ceeding  thereon,  which  did  or  might  prevail  in  the 
faid  province,  before  the  year  of  our  lord  1764.'* 

Thus 


Thus  the  penal  law  of  England  and  trial  by 
Juries,  which  the  patriots  afTert  to  be  abolifhed,  is, 
by  this  very  ad,  eftablifbed  in  Canada,  at  the  defire 
of  the  people  who  knew  the  benefits  and  advantages 
refulting  from  their  nfe  -,  for  like  reafons,  as  the 
former  laws  and  mode  of  trial  of  the  Canadians 
werepreferved.  Are  juries  then  abolifhed  in  Quebec, 
when  the  fame  method  of  trial  is  preierved,  as  in 
the  criminal  law  of  England  ?  is  arbitrary  power 
extended,  either  in  penal  or  civil  caufes,  when  in 
both  inftances,  the  inclinations  of  the  Canadian 
fubjects  are  complied  with  ?  from  what  motive 
then  did  this  notorious  calumny  of  annihilating 
juries  and  eflablifhing^twj  in  Quebec  proceed  ? 
from  that  infatiable  luft  of  falfifying  in  the  pref- 
byterians  and  other  fectaries.  "  For,  to  reproach 
their  ibvereign  with  lying  afleverations,  is  infe- 
parable  from  fuch  men,  fo  intimately  is  the 
fpirit  of  faliehood  amalgamated  with  the  drofs  of 
which  they  are  compofed,  that  divide  them,  as 
far  as  matter  is  divilible,  and  a  lie  (hall  be  found  in 


every  atom." 


The  next  article  is  "that  the  king,  to  his  power, 
caufe  the  law  and  juftice  in  mercy  to  be  executed 
in  all  his  judgements."  And  this  obligation,  it 
Ihould  feem,  according  to  the  humanity  of  pa 
triots,  his  majcfly  has  obferved  with  a  criminal 
excefs. 

The  laft  article  is,  "that  the  king,  to  the  in  mod 
of  his  power,  will  maintain  the  laws  of  God  -9  the 
true  profeffion  of  the  gofpel ;  and  the  proteftant 
reformed  religion,  as  by  law  eftablifhed :  and  will 
preferve  unto  the  bifhops  and  clergy  of  this  realm, 
and  to  the  churches  committed  to  their  charge,  all 
fuch  rights  and  privileges,  as  do,  or  (hall  by  law 

appertain  unto  them,  or  any  of  them." 

Let 


Let  me  now  enquire,  whether  any  thing  con 
tained  in  the  Quebec  act  be  repugnant  to  the  pre 
ceding  article  of  the  coronation  oath.  Do  thefe 
propagators  of  falfehcod  conceive  that,  by  this 
article  of  his  coronation  oath,  his  majefty  is  ob 
liged  to  maintain  the  church  of  England,  as  the 
only  true  profefiion  of  the  gofpel  •,  and  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  by  law  eilablifhed,  through  all  his 
dominions,  whether  they  be  iuch  as  he  poflefled 
when  he  took  that  oath,  or  fmce  acquired  by  con- 
queft  ?  if  that  be  their  idea,  prefbyterianifm  muft 
be  extirpated  in  Scotland  ;  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  in  Minorca;  mahometanifm,  and  the  re 
ligion  of  the  Hindoos  in  Bengal,  and  the  Carnatic. 
Can  all  this  be  inferred  from  the  word  maintain? 
it  was  never  meant  to  be  more  than  fupport- 
ing  the  church  of  England,  where  it  was  then  ef- 
tablimed,  and  is  not  this  indifputabiy  evinced  by  the 
fublequent  particular?  "that  he  will  preferve  to  the 
bifhops  and  clergy  of  this  realm,  and  to  the 
churches  committed  to  their  care,  all  fuch  rights 
and  privileges  as  do,  or  (hall,  by  law,  appertain 
unto  them."  Are  the  churches  and  temples  of  the 
dominions  out  of  England  committed  to  the  epif- 
copal  care  ?  In  this  intlance,  then,  is  there  the  mi 
nuted  cauie  for  that  atrocious  calumny  of  in 
fracted  faith,  refpecling  the  coronation  oath  ? 

In  fact,  the  malignity,  the  falfehood,  the  ig 
norance,  or  a  combination  of  ail  thcfc  qualities, 
have  either  blinded  the  intellects  of  patriots  and 
prefbyterians,  or  prevented  their  acknowledging, 
thatpcpery  and  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  are  not 
neceflarily  conjoined.  For  certain  it  is,  that  the  dif- 
cipline  of  a  church  may  be  changed;  thefupremacy 
and  jurifdiction  imparted  to  another  head;  and  yet, 
the  articles  of  faith,  the  doctrine,  the  mode  of  wor- 
(hip,  and  the  forms  of  prayer,  may  remain  unal 
tered* 


tered.  Such  was  the  real  date  of  things,  when 
Harry  the  eighth  had  finifhed  the  reformation,  as 
far  as  he  intended  it.  At  that  time,  the  papal 
power  was  totally  extinct  in  England-,  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  remained  to  be  the  eftablifhed  re 
ligion.  In  this  manner,  it  now  exifts  in  Canada,  and 
a  reformation  is  begun,  in  that  province,  by  his 
prefent  majefty,  by  means  as  laudable,  j nil,  and 
humane,  as  the  former  were  replete  with  the  op- 
pofite  qualities. 

But  let  this  act,  refpecting  popery,  fpeak  for 
itfelf.  "  And  for  the  more  perfect  fecurity  and 
eafe  of  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
province,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  his  majefty's 
fubjects,  profeffing  the  religion  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  of,  and  in,  the  laid  province  of  Quebec, 
may  have,  hold,  and  enjoy,  the  free  exercife  of 
the  religion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  fubjeft  to  the 
king's  fupremacy,  declared  and  eftablifhed  by  an  act 
made  in  the  rlrft  year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Eli 
zabeth,  over  all  the  dominions  and  countries  which 
then  did,  or  hereafter  mould  belong,  to  the  im 
perial  crown  of  this  realm  :  and  that  the  clergy  of 
the  laid  church  may  hold,  receive  and  enjoy,  their 
accuftomed  dues  and  rights,  with  refpect  to  fuch 
ferfom  only  as  (hall  profefs  the  faid  religion.''9 

Hence,  is  it  not  evident,  that  the  kings  fu- 
premacy  is  eftablHhed  in  Canada,  and  the  papal 
abolifhed  ?  Arid,  by  the  act  of  Elizabeth,  above 
referred  to,  all  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction  is  annexed 
to  the  crown ;  and  neither  the  pope,  nor  other 
foreign  potentates,  can  exercife  any  power  or 
authority  in  this  kingdom.  And  thus  his  majefty 
is  equally  the  fupreme  head  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  in  Canada,  as  he  is  of  the  proteftant  church, 
in  England,  and  of  prefbytery,  in  Scotland.  On 
thofe  terms,  thefe  catholics  can  only  have,  hold, 

and 
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and  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  5  and 
then  only,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  proteftant  is 
obliged  to  pay  one  farthing  of  the  accuftomed 
dues  and  rights  which  formerly  appertained  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  and  which  the  catholics  mull 
continue  to  pay.  In  order  to  enjoy  this  toleration 
alfo,  they  are  obliged  to  take  the  following  oath. 
u  I  A.  B.  do  fmcerely  promife  and  fwear,  that  I 
will  be  faithful,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  ma- 
jefty  king  George,  and  him  will  defend,  to  the 
mm  oft  of  my  power,  againft  all  traiterous  con- 
fpiracies  and  attempts  whatfoever,  which  mall  be 
made  againft  his  perfon,  crown,  and  dignity  ;  and 
!  will  do  my  utmoft  endeavour  to  difclofe,  and 
make  known  to  his  majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  all  treaibns  and  traiterous  conipiracies,  and 
attempts  which  I  mail  know  to  be  againft  him,  or 
any  of  them  ;  and  all  this  I  do  fwear.  without  any 
equivocation,  mental  evafion,  or  fecret  refervation, 
and  renouncing  all  pardons  and  difpenfations  from 
any  power  or  perfon  whom  foe  ver  to  the  contrary, 
So  help  me  God." 

Hence,  it  is  incjifputable,  that  every  Canadian, 
taking  this  oath,  doth  folemnly  depofe  all  that  can 
be  defired,  to  bind  him  to  the  defence  of  the  king, 
and  all  that  is  reqnifite  to  be  renounced,  reipect- 
ing  the  pope,  and  other  potentates.  His  alle 
giance  is  as  far  acknowledged  and  fecured  to  his 
majefty,  as  the  facrednefs  oF  an  oath  can  aicertain 
it.  And  this  oath  is  not  to  be  refufed,  but  under 
the  fubfequent  penalty  •,  "  that  every  perfon  who 
fhall  neglect  or  refufe  to  take  the  faid  oath,  before- 
mentioned,  (hall  incur,  and  be  liable  to  the  fame 
penalties,  forfeitures,  diiabilities,  and  incapacities, 
as  he  would  have  incurred,  and  been  liable  to,  for 
neglecting  or  refufing  to  take  the  oath  required  by 

the 


the  faid  ftatute,  patted  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth."  Thefe  penalties,  forfeitures, 
&c.  are,  "  that  all  offenders  fhall  be  out  of  the 
king's  protection ;  forfeit  their  lands  and  goods ; 
be  imprilbned  and  ranfomed  at  the  king's  pleafure ; 
and,  if  not  to  be  found,  they  are  to  be  outlawed.'* 

Such  are  the  conditions,  on  which  alone  the  Ca 
nadians  can  enjoy  their  religion,  and  hold  their 
lands  and  poffeflions  ;  and  even  from  thefe  the  re 
ligious  orders  and  communities  are  excepted.  la 
this  manner,  convents,  both  of  men  and  women, 
muft  infenfibly  decline.  No  more  of  either  fex  can 
be  fecluded  in  fuch  retreats ;  becaufe  no  means  of 
fuftenance  will  remain  for  fuch  perfons.  At  the 
fame  time,  with  this  provifion  to  fupprefs  mo- 
nafteries,  all  due  encouragement  is  given  for  pro- 
teftants  to  fettle  in  that  country.  Since  his  majefty 
"  can  make  Rich  provifion,  out  of  the  reft  of  the 
accuftomed  dues  and  rights  of  the  catholic  clergy, 
as  may  fufficc  for  the  maintenance  of  proteftanc 
divines  of  the  church  of  England,  as  he  (hall  think 
expedient." 

Such  are  the  excellent  institutions,  contained  in 
this  law,  refpeding  the  Canadians.  Popery  is 
abolifhed.  The  bringing  of  any  bull,  order,  or  other 
pretended  authority,  from  the  papal  fee,  or  other 
(late,  is  attended  with  a  praemunire.  The  Roman 
Catholic  religion  is  tubjefted  to  the  king's  fu- 
premacy.  The  monattic  orders  muft  imperceptibly 
decay  without  the  cruelty  of  turning  numbers  of 
inoffenfive  men  from  their  abodes  to  ftarve,  as  it 
had  been  fo  inhumanly  done  in  England.  No 
bloody  articles  are  inftiuued,  for  all  men  to  ac 
knowledge,  as  by  Henry  the  eighth.  The  civil 
laws  and  courts  of  juftice  of  Canada  are  preierved  i 
the  criminal  are  eftabliihed  to  be  the  lame,  and 
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their  caules  to  be  tried  by  juries,  as  in  England. 
The  pofTeffions  of  laymen  and  ecclefiaftics  are  ef- 
tabiimed,  excepting  thofe  of  the  regular  clergy  ; 
for  the  propagation  of  the  church  of  England,  and 
the  fupport  of  her  clergy,  it  is  amply  provided. 
In  fad,  no  circumftance  ieems  to  be  omitted, 
which  humanity  and  the  chriftian  faith  can  dictate: 
nothing  enjoined,  but  what  good  polity  hath  fug- 
gefted,  and  reafon  can  iupporr.  And  in  no  reign, 
fince  ihis  kingdom  hath  exifted,  is  there  to  be 
found  one  inftance,  in  which  the  wifdom  of  the 
inftitution  is  fo  perfectly  united  with  the  precepts 
of  Chrift,  and  the  virtues  that  dignify  the  beft  of 
men.  In  this  place,  it  is  impofiible  to  abftain  from 
declaring  that,  to  the  immortal  honour  of  the 
prelacy  of  this  realm,  they  have,  in  the  enacting 
of  this  law,  afforded  the  moft  undeniable  proof, 
that,  by  the  doctrines  which  are  taught  in  the  evan 
gelical  writings,  their  actions  have  been  truly  di 
rected.  Among  the  bifhops,  confiding  of  more  than 
twice  the  number  of  the  apoflles-,  but  one  fpeech- 
printing  Ifcariot  is  to  be  found.  Such  is,  in  fact, 
the  true  ftate  of  the  Canadian  flatute,  for  which 
the  patriots  and  prcfbyterians  fo  a.udaciouily  defame 
their  fovereign,  his  ministers,  and  the  parliament 
itfelf.  And  ]  mall  now  afk,  on  what  pretext,  ef 
frontery  can  dare  to  affci  t  the  coronation  oath  has 
not  been  inviolably  preferved  ? 

22.  When  king  William  came  to  the  throne, 
he  took  the  very  oath  before  inferred.  The  firft 
article,  "  of  governing  the  people  according  to 
the  ftatutes,  laws,  and  cuftoms,"  he  violated  by 
keeping  three  thoufand  men  in  arms  beyond  the 
number  limited  by  an  exprefs  ftatute,  to,  omit  all 
other  inftances. 

The 
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The  fec&nd  article,  "that  law  andjuftice,  in 
mercy,  were  to  be  executed  in  all  his  judge 
ments  "  was  inhumanly  violated  by  the  Glenco 
maffacre,  authorized  by  his  own  hand,  and  the  afiaf- 
fms  were  preferved  from  puniihment.  Such  was  the 
union  of  juftice  and  mercy  in  that  prince,  in  the 
pardon  and  penfion  of  that  nefarious  perjuror  Titus 
Dates;  in  aflenting  to  the  bill  of  attainder  of  Sir 
John  Fenwick;  and  in  a  multiplicity  of  other 

inftances. 

The  third  article  of  "  the  coronation  oath  to 
maintain  the  protellant  church,  eftabhfned  in  this 
kingdom,"  was  obferved  in  the  fubfequent  manner, 
m  his  fira  fpeech  from  the  throne.  "And  as  1  doubt 
nor,  fays  he,  you  will  fufficiendy  provide  aga.nft 
papifts,  16  I  hope  you  will  leave  room  for  the  ad 
miffionof  all  proteftants,  that  are  filing  and  able 
to  ferve."  In  confequence  of  this  defign,  a  bill  was 
broueht  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  "for  the  ab- 
oaths  of  faVrc™c?  and  allegiance, 


rotating  of  the  oaths  or  iupremacy  ana  aiicgu 
and  appointing  other  oaths."     Thus  the  facramen- 
tal  tell  was  to  be  abolifhed,  in  order _to  admit  every 
kind  of  difftnter  into  place  and  office.     But  this 
intention  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority.      1  he 
lords  had  not  then  forgotten   nor  ever  »*,^tfUtt, 
forget,    that  thofe  very  diflenters  had  mo  dered 
thetr  king  ;  driven  them  for  be.ng  a  part  in  the  le- 
giflature,  fubverted  the  conft.tution,  ecc,  hattJ 
and  civ,]-,    (bed   the  blood  of  thoulands  and   ten 
thoufands     of     their    fellow     lubjecjv     robbed 
them    of    their   patrimonies  ana   poffefl.ons, 
filled    the   realm    with    rapine,    delolauon,    and 

llalThis"eft,  fo  grievoutty  complained  againft  by 

the  prefent  feftaries,  is  obligatory  on  none 

3s  accept  either  civil  or^nilitary  offices.  It  may  then 
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alfobe  taken ,  any  time  within  twelve  months,  and  then 
omitted,  on  the  penalty  of  $col.  To  excufe  offenders 
alib  an  aft  is  annually  paffed.  And  who  are  there,  the 
quakers  excepted,  among  the  fwarms  of  fe&aries, 
that  refufe  this  teft,  when  either  ambition  or  inte- 
reft  attend  the  taking  of  it  ?  Do  they  not,  on 
all  fuch  occafions,  folemnly  depoie,  on  oath,  ren 
dered  tlill  more  awful  by  receiving  the  eucharift, 
that  the  king  is,  alone,  both  head  of  the  church 
and  (late  •,  then  immediately  abfolve  themielves 
from  that  facred  obligation,  and  remain  profefTing 
a  contrary  opinion,  in  both  reipedh,  during  life  ? 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Roman  Catholics,  who,  as 
thefe  fectaries  afTerc,  may  conflantly  receive  ab- 
folution  from  their  pridt,  for  breach  of  oath, 
snd  iacramental  teft,  dare  not  to  enter  into  thole 
obligations ;  although  to  forfwear  themielves  be 
a  crime,  the  punifhment  for  which  may  be  iniiantly 
averted  by  a  pried.  But  fuch  is  the  difference,  that, 
whilft  every  catholic  refufcs  to  take  the  oaths,  al- 
tho'  he  may  be  abfolved  by  papal  power,  every 
prefbyterian  is  himfelf  a  pope,  or  confcfibr,  com 
mits  the  fins  he  likes,  pronounces  his  own  pardon, 
and  abfolves  himfelf.  Such  is  the  daily  practice  of 
all  thofe  fectaries. 

A  toleration,  however,  king  William  obtained 
for  them.  How  well  they  dcferve  that  indul 
gence,  their  prefent  writings  and  transactions  fpeak 
aloud. 

When  king  William  took  the  coronation  oath 
of  Scotland,  he  fwore  to  maintain  the  protefranc 
church  of  that  kingdom,  which  was  then  epifco» 
pal,  like  the  reformed  church  of  England.  The 
imprefiion  which  was  made  by  that  iacred  obliga 
tion  was  foon  effaced  from  his  conference:  hefpeedily 
abolifhed  that  church,  and  eftabiifhed  prefbytery  in 
its  place.  To 
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To  evince  alfo  how  much  the  fpirit  of  toleration 
a&uated  his  conduct,  a  law  was  made,  by  which 
all  penbns,  educated  in  the  catholic  religion,  or 
even  fufpefted  of  it,  who  fhould  fucceed  to  any 
eftates,  before  18  years  of  age,  were  obliged  to  take 
the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and'allegiance;  and  the  teft, 
as  foon  as  they  came  tp  age.  Until  this  was  done, 
the  eitate  was  to  devolve  to  the  next  of  kin,  being 
proteilant  •,  and  to  return  on  taking  the  oaths.  All 
popifh  pricth  were  banifhed  •,  and,  on  return,  ad 
judged  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  Burnet  voted 
for  this  bill,  and  fays,  "  that  if  a  government  find 
anyy^Z,  in  religion,  incompatible  with  its  quiet  and 
jafety,  it  might,  and  fome  times  ought  to  fend  away  all 
that  feft,  with  as  little  hardjhip  as  po/ible"  Were 
this  doctrine  now  carried  into  a  law,  what  a  blefled 
tranfpoi  tation  would  fpeedily  take  place,  from  this 
kingdom  and  the  colonies. 

Such  was  the  difference  with  which  the  diflenters 
and  the  Roman  catholics  were  then  treated,  al 
though  the  land  were  (till  reeking  with  the  blood 
of  king  and  fubjects,  flaughtered  by  the  former  j 
and  with  that  of  catholics,  unjuftly  put  to  death 
for  a  plot  which  never  had  conception,  but  in  the 
heads  of  regicides,  perjurers,  and  prefbyterians. 
Ac  this  time  alfo,  the  intended  afTaiTination 
of  king  Charles  the  fecond,  at  the  Rye-houfe,  was 
frefh  in  all  mens  memories.  By  whom  then  has 
the  coronation  oath, been  violated-,  by  your  pre- 
lent  fovereign,  or  by  king  William  ? 

Such  then  being  the  true  ftate  of  all  thofe  ac- 
cufations,  which  the  malignancy  of  the  patriotic,- 
and  fectarian  tribes  have  Ib  falfely  and  fo  injurioufly 
propagated  againft  their  lawful  king;  and  fuch  the 
true  ftate  of  fads,  refpefting  king  William,  I  fliali 

now 


(       12$      ) 

now  proceed  to  confider  both  fovereigns,  relative 
to  their  public  and  their  private  virtues. 

j^  When  his  majefty  afcended  the  throne  of  thefe 
realms,    the   nation    was    involved    in  the   moil 
expenfive   war   that    had   ever  exhaufted   it.     It 
was  become  vifible  to  all   men  of  understanding, 
as  the  fate  of  nations   no  longer   depends  on  the 
moft  powerful  arm,  but  on  the   longeft  iupply  of 
money  j  that,  although  our  fleets  and  armies  fhould 
be  attended  with  uninterrupted  conqueft,  the  im- 
pfa<5ticability  of  fupplying  the  expence  would  ipeedily 
reduce  this  nation,  to  accept  fuch  terms  as  the  van- 
quifhed   might  think  fit  to  impoie  on  the  con 
queror.     The  firft  paternal  care  of  the  king,  was 
to  attempt  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace,  whilft 
we  ftill  preferved  our  afcendancy  in  arms.     Lord 
Chatham,  then  in  power,  was  not  unknowing,  that 
the  diipofition  of  the   Englifh  is  to  be  eternally 
difpleafed  with  every  pacification,    however  advan 
tageous  to  their  country.     And  that  the  lofs  of  po 
pularity   would  inevitably  attend  whoever  mould 
conclude   hoftilities.     For   this,  and  other   fecret 
reafons,    he   evaded    that    talk.      The     miniftry 
was   loon   changed,    and  the   war  purfued   with 
more   invariable   fuccefs  than    during    his    prefid- 
ing   in    public   affairs.     Martinico   and    the   Ha- 
vannah,  in  the  Weil-Indies,  and    Manilla,  in  the 
Eaft-Indies,  were  taken  •,  befides  a  multiplicity  of 
other  victories  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned.  And 
through  the  whole  conduct  of  the  war,  fince  the 
change  of  minifters,  every   undertaking  was  ade 
quate  to  the   purpofe  for   which  it   was  intended. 
Two  expeditions  were  not  neceffary  for  compleat- 
ihg  the  fame  conqueft.  •  Millions  were  not  thrown 
away  on  the  reducing  of  an  ifland,  not  worth  a  groat. 
Fortune  no  longer  ieemed  to  exult  in  elevating  a 

minifter 
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minifter  into  admiration,  by  giving  fuccefs  to  ar 
maments  naturally  difproportioned  to  the  attempt; 
but  vidory  was  the  refult  of  properly  planning 
the  expeditions,  and  of  preparations  adequate  to 
the  accompliihment.  An  honourable  peace  was 
then  concluded,  of  which  we  now  fee  the  excel 
lence  and  importance.  From  that  moment,  the 
expences  were  leiTened,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable, 
and  the  debts  have  been  fmce  that  time  diminifhed 
more  than  ten  millions  of  money.  The  glory  of 
the  nation  was  never  fo  great  among  foreign  po 
tentates  j  the  commerce  of  the  realm  never  fo  ex- 
tenfive;  nor  the  adminiftration  fo  free  from  every 
attempt  to  opprefs  the  people,  or  to  infringe  their 
liberties.  We  have  no  German  fubfidies,  nor  in 
clination  to  difturb  the  tranquility  of  Europe;  to 
exhauft  our  treafure  -,  and  to  lavifh  the  lives  of 
Britons  in  fupport  of  alien  interefts. 

i.  When  king  William  was  preiented  with  three 
kingdoms,  the  nation  was  in  peace.  He  immedi 
ately  imbrued  our  hands  in  blood,  and  wafted 
our  treafure  to  aggrandize  the  Dutch,  and  carry 
his  vengeance  into  execution  againft  Lewis  the 
fourteenth,  for  oppofing  his  arbitrary  intenti 
ons  on  his  native  country.  At  his  acceflion, 
2,061,8567.  was  the  whole  ium  that  was  annually 
levied.  With  this  a  civil  lift,  a  formidable  fleet, 
and  an  army  of  almoft  thirty  thoufand  men  had 
been  railed  and  maintained;  362,4917.  were  faved 
out  of  that  fum,  according  to  account  given  into 
parliament  -,  and  the  nation  was  abfolutely  unin- 
cumbered  with  debt.  During  the  thirteen  feiilons 
of  parliament,  in  king  William's  reign,  54,417, 
7827.  were  railed  ;  in  one  year,  11,530,1597.  and 
on  an  average,  4,185,9837.  Your  lands  and  ne- 
cefiaries  of  life  were  greatly  taxed,  and  a  debt 

left 
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left  for  us   and   our   poflerity   of    i7,coo,oOo/, 
During  this  time,  king   William    was  defeated  in 
every   battle,    in   Flanders ;    he  won  that  of  the 
Boyne,  in  Ireland  ;  and  was  forced  to   raife  even 
the  fiege  of  Limerick.     A  Icandalous  peace  was 
concluded,    exclufive  of  the    French    proteftants. 
The   king   had   effectually  loll  all  credit  with  the 
Englifh,  they  confidered  him  as  totally  eftranged 
from  their  welfare,  and  as  one  whofe  word  was 
not  to  be  believed.    For  thefe  reafons,  queen  Anne, 
in  her  firft  fpeech,  informed  her  parliament,  "/£<?/ 
her  heart  was  truly  Englifh ;  and  that  they  Jhould  al 
ways  find  her  a  ftritl  and  religious  obferver  of  her 
word.^     All  the  true  friends  of  the   Englifh  con- 
ftitiuion   received  intelligence  of    his  death  with 
pleafure  -9    the   prefbyterian,   fcclaries,  and  Dutch 
alone,  heard  of  it  with  regret.     The  honour  and 
the  glory  of  the  kingdom  was  fo  egregioufly  funk, 
that  the  lords,  in  their  addrefs  to  the  queen,  after 
her  firft  fpeech  from  the  throne,  expreis,  that  her 
fpeech  would  have  the  fame  effect,  both   at  home 
and  abroad,  of  equally  reviving  the  hearts  of  her 
allies  and  fubjeRs.     And   fo   much   had  the  crown 
lands  been   lefiened,   by  grants  of  king    William, 
that,  in  the  civil  lift  act,    then  made,    the   fum 
of  700,0007.    a   year,    for  that   purpofe,  out   of 
which,  the  queen  annually  prelented  ioo,ooo/.  to 
the  public  expences,  was  fixed  fo  high,  as  it  is  laid, 
becaufe  the  great  grants   madtr  by  king  William 
had  fo  much  decreaied  the  revenues  arifing   from 
the    crown  lands.      In   his   reign,    parliamentary 
corruption  was  begun,  continued,  encreafed,  and 
entailed  on  the  people.     A  {landing  army  was  firft 
railed  and  eftablifiied,  and  the  kingdom  involved 
in  debts  and  continental  connections ;  and  all  the 
neceflaries  of  life  firft  loaded  with  the  payment  of 
taxes.  So 


T  .  So  much  for  the  public  Virlut 's  of  thefe  two 
princes.  Since  the  day  of  his  majefty's  acceflion 
to  the  throne,  he  has  fhewn  his  paternal  care,  by 
endeavouring  to  leficn  the  prices  of  the  neceflaries 
of  life.  He  prohibited  the  exportation  of  corn  to 
preierve  his  people  from  famine,  for  which  royal 
benignity,  he  was  moft  indignantly  treated ;  by 
being  obliged  to  aflent  to  an  act,  that  by  an  un 
grateful  implication  cxprefled  a  ftretch  of  his  pre 
rogative.  Since  that  time,  he  hath  recommended  in 
to  his  parliament,  to  whom  the  redrefsof  iuch  grie 
vances  alone  belongs.  And  that  no  remedy  has  been 
hitherto  produced,  is  neither  to  be  imputed  to  the 
king,  nor  to  his  minilters.  For,  by  what  means 
can  the  landed  intereffc  be  induced  to  leflen  the 
prices  of  provifions,  the  rents  of  whole  eftates 
have  fo  augmented  with  that  opprefTion  of  the 
people  ?  can  his  majefty,  by  his  prerogative,  or  his 
minifters,  by  their  intereft,  fubdue  the  profligacy 
and  lefien  the  diffipation  of  the  members  in  both 
houfes ;  or  reduce  the  enormous  expence  that  lux 
ury  demands  ?  can  the  eftates  be  again  divided  into 
fmall  farms ;  the  commons  reftored  to  the  poor;  the 
number  of  horfes  diminifhed  ;  or  one  inllancr  of 
felfim  profufion  be  abolished  by  royal  or  miniflerial 
power:*  is  it  j'uft  then,  to  impute  the  continuance 
of  the  high  prices  of  all  things  to  our  fovereign, 
and  his  iervants,  who  cannot  oppofefuch  opprefiive 
practices  ? 

In  every  inftance  of  private  virtue,  as  Son, 
Hufband,  Father,  Brother  and  Mailer,  he  (lands 
unequalled  among  the  race  of  kings  ;  and  a  liv 
ing  example  to  private  men.  His  marriage 
was,  the  highetl  a6l  of  prudence,  refpecting 
his  country.  Her  majefty,  defcended  from  a  race 
of  fovereigns,  as  ancient  as  any  in  Europe,  and 

S  unallied 


unalhed  fo  nearly  with  any  potentate,  of  domi 
nions  fo  extenfive,  as  that  their  quarrels  may  em 
broil  this  kingdom  in  hoftilities,  on  their  account, 
is  fraught  with  every  virtue  that  can  adorn  a  wo 
man,  to  whom  the  tongue  of  patriotic  defama 
tion  has  not  dared  to  impute  an  error.  k 
f  His  time  is  paffed  in  council  with  his  minifters  ; 
in  reading ;  in  the  encouragement  of  fciencc  ;  the 
proteftion  of  the  imitative  and  mechanic  arts ;  and, 
perhaps,  by  way  of  avocation,  fometimes  in  the 
aftuai  exercife  of  them.  The  embeliimment  of 
his  gardens  give  to  the  labourer  bread,  to  his  peo 
ple  pleafure  ;  and  were  the  virtues  of  this  royal  pair 
transfufed  through  their  fubjects,  they  would 
render  this  nation  the  glory  of  humankind.  They 
are  lefs  fuperior  to  their  people  by  the  exaltation  of 
a  throne  than  by  that  of  virtue. 

Through  his  reign,  to  this  hour,  no  fymptom 
of  a  fanguinary  diipofition,  no  ad  of  cruelty  has 
been  vifible.  His  mercy  is  fo  diftinguifhed,  that 
the  remorfelefs  crew  of  preftnt  patriots  charge  it 
on  him  as  a  crime. 

i.  William  the  fecond  prince  of  Orange,  father  of 
king  William,  having  impriibned  fix  of  the  pro 
vincial  dates,  in  the  cattle  of  Loveftein,  marched 
the  army  of  the  United  provinces,  in  the  dark, 
mfidioufly  to  feize  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  and  to 
enflave  his  country.  This  horrible  defien  was  pre 
vented  by  the  fole  accident  of  the  Hambrough 
poft-boy  paffing  through  the  army  in  the  night, 
to  Amfterdam,  and  alarming  the  citizens.  This 
faved  the  place,  and  preferved  their  liberty.  Wil 
liam  the  third  was  born  after  his  father's  death. 
The  late  efcape  from  defpotifm  induced  the  flates 
to  enter  on  the  refolution  of  eternally  fupprefling 
the  office  of  ftadtholder.  During  the  youth  of 

William 
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William  the  third,  the  fole  inftruftions,  which  he 
received,  were  imparted  by  John  de  Wit,  the  pcn- 
fionarv  of  Holland,  a  virtuous  man,  and  a  fmcere 
friend  to  the  republic  and  his  country.  By  his  m- 
terelt,  the  prince  of  Orange  was  made  admiral 
and  captain- general  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
Provinces.  He  willingly  received  thele  high  of 
fices,  under  the  molt  folemn  oath,  of  never  ac 
cepting  the  ftadtholderftiip,  although  it  (hould  be 
offered  him  by  the  ftates, 

Notwithftanding  thele  obligations  to  that  great 
man  De  Wk,  who  was  of  the  Arminian  faith,  the 
prince  excited  the  calviniftical  preachers,  who  are 
ever  ready  for  the  execution  of  milchief,  to  in 
flame  the  populace  againil  him:  till,  at  length, 
they  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  incenfe  the  rabbit:  co 
murder  both  John  de  Wit  and  his  brother,  riav- 
in°-  thus  profpered  in  blood  and  ingratitude,  the 
prmce  of  Orange,  affifted  by  his  calvuiuucal 
teachers,  abfolved  himfelf  from  his  oath,  and  al- 
fumed  that  ftadtholderfhip  which  he  had  fo  iblemn- 
ly  fworn  never  to  accept. 

When  the  French,  under  the  command 
Luxemburg,  invaded  the  Dutch  dominions  on  the 
ice,  and  "  which,  as  Burnet  fays,  would  have  had 
a  very  tragical  conclufion,  if  a  happy  turn  of 
weather  had  not  faved  them."  Painvine  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  command  of  a  fmall  fort,  on  a 
caufeway,  through  which  the  French  muft  have 
palled,  had  not  the  ice  afforded  the  means  of  pro 
ceeding  without  (laying  to  take  it.  Painvine, 
forefeeing  what  would  be  the  cafe,  chat  his  defence 
would  be  uiekfs,  and  being  ibllicited  to  pre- 
ferve  another  town  from  the  enemy,  retired  to 
Tergow,  to  reinforce  that  place  with  the  troops 
and  cannon.  The  fort  alfo  was  allowed  to  be  un- 
S  2  tenable* 


(     134     ) 

tenable.  For  this  behaviour  he  was  tried  by  a 
court-martial.  He  pleaded,  that  he  left  that 
place  on  the  requeft  of  one  of  the  towns,  in  or 
der  to  Keierve  it  from  the  enemy.  He  was,  ne- 
verthelefs,  found  guilty  of  cowardice,  fentenced 
to  have  his  fword  broken  over  his  head,  and  to 
be  banifhed  the  dominions  of  the  ftates.  The 
prince,  not  fatisfied  with  this  fentence,  he  was 
again  tried  by  a  court,  compofed  of  general 
officers,  and  they  confirmed  the  former  fen 
tence.  So  far  the  laws  of  the  United  Provinces 
allowed  The  prince  of  Orange,  whofe  relentlefs 
foul  was  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  lefs  than  human 
blood,  in  violation  of  the  law  and  juftice,  had 
him  once  more  brought  to  trial  before  himfelr*, 
end  a  court  of  fupreme  officers.  He  was  then 
found  guilty,  condemned  and  executed.  By  this 
implacable  purfuit,  was  not  William  the  third, 
prince  of  Orange  at  once  the  judge  and  the  prede 
termined  murderer  ?  his  favourite  doftrine  of  pre- 
deftination  effacing  every  humane  fen  fat  ion,  and 
lanclifying  every  ad  of  cruelty.  Patriots  be  for  ever 
Jilenr,  refpe&ing  Jefferies,  that  inhuman  judge,  or 
determine  of  all  men  according  to  their  deferts. 

From  the  day  of  his  being  Stadtholder,  to  that 
cf  his  accefiion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  he 
was  totally  ^engaged  in  fubduing  the  Loveftein 
party,  and  in  endeavours  to  become  abfolute  in 
Holland.  Lewis  the  fourteenth  oppofed  him  in 
all  his  meafures,  not  through  arTeclion,  but  thro* 
intereit  to  prefer ve  the  United  Provinces  in  their 
prefent  form  of  government.  On  this  account* 
the  king  cf  France  was  firft  detefled  by  the  prince 
of  Orange.  This  deteftation  augmented  with 
every  defeat  he  received  from  that  king,  which  were 
equal  to  the  number  of  battles  in  which  he  was  en 
gaged. 
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gaged.  And  there  can  hardly  exift  a  more  ridiculous 
ftory,  trumped  up  to  create  his  confequence,  among 
the  Englifh  after  an  unfucceisful  campaign,  than 
that  Lewis  the  fourteenth  had  lent  aflaflms  into  the 
camp,  to  put  him  to  death  •,  when  it  was  his  life 
alone,  that  was  fo  precious  to  the  French  :  fince, 
by  a  long  and  uniform  experience,  they  had  been 
taught  the  inefficiency  of  his  generalfhip,  and 
the  certainty  of  their  fuocefs,  whilft  he  command 
ed.  The  reverfe  of  this  they  were  foon  taught, 
by  the  fuperior  abilities  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  to  create  whofe  importance  no  fictitious 
afiaffinations  were  requiGte  to  be  invented. 

During  this  time  alfo,  the  regicides  of  his 
grandfather,  thole  who  plotted  to  deftroy  his 
uncle,  and  every  enemy  to  England,  found  afylum 
and  protection  in  Holland.  He  engaged  with 
Gates  in  that  fictitious  plot,  for  murdering  the 
king,  on  which  fo  many  innocent  catholics  were 
put°to  death,  in  order  to  excite  the  populace 
againft  his  father,  and  to  exclude  him  from  the 
throne.  He  coincided  with  Ruflcl,  Sydney,  Fer~ 
gufon,  and  others,  in  the  Ryehouie  plot,  to  aflaf- 
fmate  the  king.  The  two  firft  had  their  attainders 
taken  off,  after  his  coming  to  the  throne  of  Eng 
land.  Shaftcfoury,  Feguion,  Burnet  and  others, 
found  refuge  near  him  •,  and  Fergulbn,  the  prei- 
byterian  teacher,  and  Burnet,  the  prefbyterian 
prelate,. returned  with  him,  when  he  landed  in 
England. 

James  the  fecond,  by  fufpending  and  difpenfing 
with  the  laws  ;  by  endeavouring  to  obtain  an  abo 
lition  of  the  Teft-a6t,  and  to  admit  papiils,  pref- 
byterians,  and  other  fe&aries,  into  all  offices, 
civil  and  military  ;  by  his  attempts  to  introduce 
papifts  into  power  in  the  univerfities  of  Oxford 
*  and 


and  Cambridge ;  by  his  bigotry,  and  defigns  to 
fubvert  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  to  encreafe  ar 
bitrary  power,  deferved  to  lofe  his  crown.  And  he 
was  expelled  the  kingdom  juftly.  The  revolution 
was,  therefore,  a  bleffing  to  the  nation.  And  king 
William  afcended  the  throne  of  his  conforms  fa 
ther,  and  his  own  uncle. 

That  King,  in  his  private  life,  did  never 
manifeil  the  leaft  love  for  fcience,  literature,  or 
arts.  His  pleafures  were  all  unnatural.  He  de 
lighted  in  blood,  whether  in  war  or  peace.  Slaughter 
ing  inoffenfive  animals,  by  {hooting,  Was  his  chief 
delight  in  the  latter;  in  the  former,  that  of  his  fellow 
creatures.  He  was  never  elevated  but  in  a  day  of 
battle  5  and,  excepting  one,  he  left  all  of  them  with 
difappointment  and  difgrace.  He  loved  not  the 
Englifh ;  and  in  peace  or  war  annually  patted  the 
feas  to  fpend  his  time  and  Englifa  m'oney  in  the 
fwamps  of  Holland. 

The  pious  queen  Mary  entered  her  father's  pa 
lace,  infenfible  to  his  fate :  and  (hewed  no  kind  of 
compunction  on  the  remembrance  of  him,  who 
had  once  inhabited  it.  One  pious  tear  might 
have  dropped  and  have  been  pardoned.  Nor  was 
ihe  ever  reconciled  to  her  fitter.  From  hence, 
may  it  not  be  reafonably  inferred,  that  tender- 
neis  of  heart  was  not  the  charade  rift  ic  of  that  good 
queen,  who  manifefted  no  affection  >in  thofe  in- 
ftances,  where  nature  is  moft  prompt  to  exert  it. 
Filial  affedtion  and  that  of  a  filter  were  aliens  to 
her  bread. 

Such  are  the  public  and  the  private  virtues  of 
their  prefent  majeftits,  and  of  king  William  and 
queen  Mary.  Thofe  of  the  former  princes  are  proved 
by  the  living  teitimony  of  their  daily  actions, 
\vhilit  all  hiilory  evinces  the  facts  which  are  related 
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of  the  latter.     Mr.  Lee  may  now  continue  in  his 
former   opinion   refpeding    William    and    Mary. 
The  moft  formidable   Tommy   Townmend   may 
unite  with  the   learned  counfellor,  roar  allegiance 
to  dead  princes,  with  a  view  to  countenance  their 
filence,  refpeding  the  living,  and  exert  their  ora- 
toric  powers    againft   me,  as  often  as  they  pleafe. 
I  defire  no  other  puni(hment,  on  thefe  gentlemen, 
than  that  they  may  be  obliged  to  print  their  fpeecbes. 
It  is  a  tale  that  has  been  afliduoufly  propagated 
by  the  ftdaries,  that  popery  has,  at  all  times,  been 
attended  with  flavery  in  this  kingdom  \  and  that  the 
prefbyterians,  and  other  revolters  from  the  church 
of  England,   are,    and  ever  have  been,    the  faft 
friends  of  freedom,    and  the  conftitution.     That 
the  Roman   Catholics  are  conftant  perfecutors  of 
thofe  who,  for  confcience  fake,  diflent  from  their 
opinions  -,  and  that  the  latter  have  been,  and  are, 
the  advocates  for  univerfal  toleration  and  liberty  of 
confcience.     I   fhall  prefume  to  examine  into  the 
truth  of  this  afiertion,  from  fads  alone.  And  with 
that  view  to  lay  the  moft  material  tranfadions  of 
both  before  the  public,  and  then   leave  it  to  their 
determination. 

In  the  reign  of  king  John,  both  the  prelates 
and  nobles  difclaimed  allegiance  to  him  •,  becaufe 
he  had  acknowledged  his  dependence  on  the  pope, 
in  temporal  concerns.  Langton,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  was  the  perfon  who  began,  con- 
d,uded,  and  obtained  Magna  Charta,  in  his  reign ; 
and  had  it  again  confirmed  in  the  fubfequent.  In 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  thirdj  the  dignified  eccle- 
fiaftics  difdained  to  fubmit  to  taxes  impofed  by  the 
papal  fee,  even  in  contradiction  to  their  iovereign's 
recommendation.  And  the  biihop  of  London  pro 
nounced,  "if  the  mitre  be  taken  from  my  head,  a 
helmet  fhall  inftantly  fupply  its  place."  Stratford, 
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avchbifhop  of  Canterbury,  at  the  head  of  the 
clergy,  in  defence  of  thofe  parts  of  Magna  Charta, 
relative  to  the  church,  oppofed  the  incroachments 
of  Edward  the  third,  in  that  reign,  alfo,  the 
parliament  enacted,  that  none  fhouid  transfer  to 
Rome  caufes  appertaining  to  the  king's  court.  In 
the  reign  of  Richard  the  iecond,  all  thole  who 
might  introduce  bulls  and  mandates  from  Rome, 
were  deprived  of  the  king's  protection,  their  lands 
and  goods  were  forfeited,  together  with  imprifon- 
ment  and  ranfom  at  the  king's  pleaiure,  and  out 
lawed  if  not  to  be  found.  This  law  of  prasmunire 
was  flrengthened  by  Henry  the  fourth.  The  par 
liament,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth,  abo- 
lifhed  the  papal  fupremacy  and  jurifdifiion.  All 
thefe  exertions,  and  eftablifhments,  were  accom- 
plilhed  by  Roman  Catholics.  So  far  they  were  the 
friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  thefteady 
fupporters  of  the  conftitution. 

With  relation  to  fuch  motives  and  effects,  hif- 
tory  does  not  authoriie  me  to  deliver  any  thing  on 
the  part  of  the  prefbyterians,  and  other  diflenters 
from  the  eflablifhed  church.  I  (hall,  therefore, 
proceed  to  mew  what  mifchiefs  have  been  attempt 
ed  and  accomplifhed  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
then  bring  parallels  from  the  deeds  of  the  fectaries. 

When  Henry  the  eighth  and  the  parliament  had 
abolimed  the  papal,  and  eftablifhed  the  royal  fu 
premacy,  as  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ftiil  re 
mained,  but  few  and  impotent  infurrections  were 
the  confequence  of  that  alteration  ;  and  thefe  were 
eafily  fubdued.  Nothing  material  was  excited  in 
oppofition  to  the  farther  reformation  that  was  made 
by  Edward  the  fixth.  In  his  reign,  the  ancient 
laws  againft  heretics  were  abrogated  with  great 
judgement,  but  others,  fcarcely  lefs  fanguinary 
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catholics,  were  enafted  in  their  place.  On 
the  afcent  of  Mary  to  the  throne,  the  preced* 
ino-  laws  of  Uciward  were  annulled;  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  together  with  the  papal  fu- 
premacy,  were  reftored  •,  and  the  laws  againft 
heretics  moft  injudicioufly  revived.  Thoufands, 
whom  curioiky  or  averfion  from  protcftantifm,  had 
brought  to  the  inhuman  fpe<ftafle,  of  cimftians 
expiring  in  the  flames,  feeing  the  fortitude  with 
which  they  died,  and  admiring  their  conftancy 
in  iuffering,  were  enthufiaftically  ieized  with 
perfuafion,  that  the  caufe  for  which  they  expired 
muR  contain  both  truth  and  falvation. 
therefore,  who  came  catholics,  returned  from  theft 
inhuman  executions,  converted  to  the  proteit- 
ant  church.  That  punimment,  therefore,  which 
advances  the  very  end  which  it  was  inftituted  to 
deftroy,  is  certainly  the  moft  injudicious  acl  of 
miftaken  polity.  During  this  reign,  about,  two 
hundred  of  the  church  of  England  expired  in  the 
flames,  the  martyrs  of  their  faith. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  being  feated  on  the  throne, 
the  nation  again  returned  to  the  church,  as  reform 
ed  by  Edward  the  fixth.  But  fuch  is  the  con- 
feqnence  of  reformation  in  religion,  one  conftantly 
begets  another,  as  if  religion  were  intended  for 
nothing  elfe  but  to  be  mended,  and  greater  evils 
may,  by  progreflion,  arife  from  that  caule,  than 
have  been  remedied  by  it  in  the  beginning, 
fuch  is  the  invariable  difpofition  of  zealots,  and 
of  defining  men,  that  the  former  never  judging 
what  the  qualities  of  the  human  mind,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  the  prefervation  of  religi 
on  and  found  polity  require,  imagine  nothing  to  be 
compleat  in  reformation,  whilft  any  thing  remains 
of  the  old  eftablifhment ;  at  the  fame  time  the  latter 
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feizing  the  luft  of  innovation,  and  cf  difobedience 
to  ail  power  in  the  populace,  artfully  conducting 
it,  in  their  criminal  purfuits,  under  the  deceptive 
diiguife  of  iuperior  liolinefs,  to  thole  ends  which 
ambition,  -iruereflcd  defvgns,  or  mere  malignity  of 
heart  incite  them. 

In  confequmce  of  thde  two  caufes,  diffentions 
from  the  church  of  England  fprang  as  naturally 
in  this  reign,  as  from  the  church  of  "Rome,  in  the 
antecedent.  The  fame  arguments  were  ufed  by  the 
latter,  as  by  the  former,  in  defence  of  their  diffenti 
ons.  The  right  of  ferving  God  in  their  own  way, 
and  to  be  indulged  in  their  tendernefs  of  con- 
fcience,  had  ftill  the  fame  weight  and  energy  •,  and 
as  no  intention  of  eminent  mifchief  can  be  carried 
into  effect,  by  the  mod  refined  in  cunning,  but  by 
force  or  feducYion,  whenever  iuch  deiigns  are  in 
agitation,  and  power  is  deficient,  the°iatter  be 
comes  the  fubfritute,  commences  and  conducts  the 
undertaking,  by  offering  fuch  propofitions  as  bear 
the  face  of  right  to  all  but  the  discerning,  who,  in 
fuch  cafes,  are  always  few  in  number:  and,  like 
Caffandra,  are  not  believed  in  their  predictions. 

The  reformers,  in  the  rcrign  of  Edward  the 
fixth,  had  renounced  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
and  moft  pioufly  consigned  their  anceitors  to  the 
devil,  for  being  idolaters.  The  puritans,  for  fuch 
they  were  iirft  called,  paid  the  like  compliment  to 
the  living  ;  denominated  all  that  remained  of  rites, 
ceremonies,  and  \vorfhip  of  the  ancient  religion 
in  the  reformed  church  to  be  idolatry  •,  and,  with 
like  piety,  femenced  thele  profeffors  of  the  new 
faith  to  the  infernal  regions  alfo.  In  this  manner 
reformation  as  fpontaneouOy  grew  out  of  reforma 
tion,  as  one  polype  from  another,  and  as  regularly 
became  new  exigencies.  The  tenets,  on°whicii 
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convert  another,  or  to  be  converted  by  him.  It 
was  felony,  alfo,  to  entertain,  fecrete,  or  any  ways 
affift  a  Roman  Catholic  prieft. 

By  thefe  fanguinary  ftatutes,  as  many  priefts,  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  have  been  drawn,  hang 
ed,  cut  up  alive ;  their  hearts  torn  from  their  bo 
dies,  whilft  palpitating  in  the  executioner's  hand, 
and  thrown  into  the   flames;    their  members  fe 
vered,  and  expofed  on  the  public  places,  in  which 
they  fuffered,  as  there  were  proteftants  that  perifh- 
ed  in  the  flames  of  Mary.  Thefe  viftims  had  com 
mitted  no  other  crime  than  that  of  being  priefts,  and 
preaching  their   doftrines,    like     Auguftin,    who 
firft  promulged  the  fame  chriftian  faith,    and  efta- 
bhflied  that  religion,  for  which  they  died,  among 
our  anceftors.  Not  a  man  of  them,  when  afked,  but 
would  have  willingly  complied  with  taking  any  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  reigning  prince,  in  all  temporal 
affairs.    Not  a  man  would  take  it  in  ecclcfiaftical, 
on  the  terms  of  life,  fmcerely  offered,  when  racks, 
in  prilbn,  ftretched  him   agonifing  in  torture,  nor 
when  the  inflruments  of  execution  and    lighted 
fires    were   prefent  to   his    eyes.      One  of    thefe 
victims,  whofe  name  was  Tunftal,  when  the  long 
detail   of  drawing,  hanging,    cutting  down  alive, 
ripping  open,    burning  and   difmembering,    was 
pronounced,  heard   it   with  that  refolution  which 
a  perfect  confcioufnefs  of  being  right  can   alone 
infpire;  and  inftantly   replied,  well,  my  good  lord^ 
this  whole  dreadful  fentence  imports  but  one  death. 
Words   which  exprefs  a  fublimity  of  fenciment, 
and  fuperiority  of  foul,  that  nothing  has  exceeded, 
or  can  exceed.    Many,  alfo,  who  entertained  them, 
perifhed  by  the  hands  of  the  public  hangman.  For 
thefe  puritanical  ftatefmen  had,  by  law,  converted 
every  laudable  fenfation  of  the  heart,  and  aft  of 
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humanity,    in  parents,    brothers,  fitters,  relations, 
friends,  into  felony  and  death. 

Such  was  the  minifterial  infliction  :  but  by 
prefbyterian  principles  men  are  not  made  martyrs, 
but  perfecutors.  Religion  is  their  inftrument  of 
mifchief,  not  their  guide  to  falvation.  Their 
faith,  refpecting  the  obligations  of  an  oath,  is 
taken  from  two  lines  in  Hudibras : 

'Tis  he,  that  breaks  the  oath,  who  makes  it, 
Not  he,  who  for  convenience  takes  it. 

Jt  is  uniformly  feen,  that  hang  but  felf-intereft,  or 
even  the  paultry  honour  of  a  mayoralty  or  meriff- 
fhip  before  their  eyes,  or  put  their  property  in 
danger,  their  coniciences  are  diftended  with  the 
utmoft  facility,  and  no  oath  is  too  large  to  be 
taken  down  •,  of  fuch  fingular  fluff  are  they  com- 
pofed,  they  dilate  like  a  viper  {wallowing  a  toad. 
And  when  none  of  the  preceding  objects  are  of 
fered,  the  fmalleft  grain  is  too  large  to  find  admit- 
ance  into  fuch  tender  confciences. 

Such  was  the  parliamentary  infliction  of  a  puri 
tanical  minitfry  againft  the  Roman  catholics, 
whofe  plea  of  perievering  in  that  religion,  which 
had  fubiifted  fo  many  ages,  and  was  firft  pro- 
rnulged  among  the  Englifh  •,  was,  on  that  ac 
count,  more  (trong  than  that  for  innovating  and 
difturbing  the  church  fo  lately  eftabiifhed,  and 
which,  at  length,  fubverted  the  conftitution 
both  civil  and" religious.  In  this  manner,  pu 
ritanical  cruelty  was  exercifed  through  the  reign  of 
that  queen.  At  length,  ihe  law  to  what  excefs  that 
fanatic  and  infidious  race  were  extending  their  de-^ 
figns.  She  felt  the  ill  effeds  of  their  principles, 
and  enacted  laws  to  fupprefs  them  alib.  But  thefe, 
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in  like  manner,  were  injudiciouQy  formed.  The 
evil  was  thereby  augmented,  and  me  then  too  late, 
forefuw  the  fanguhiary  calamities  which  they  would 
one  day  inflict  en  this  Deluded  nation. 

When  Jarnes  the  firit  acceded  to  the  crown  of 
England,  he  brought  from  Scotland  a  thorough 
deteilation  of  the  prefoyterians,  from  whole  ma 
chinations  he  had  alrnoll  miraculoutiy  efcaped. 
His  opinion  of  them  is  beft  known  from  his  own 
words,  in  his'  BAIIAIKON  AHPON,  written  to 
his  ion ;  "Take  heed,  therefore,  my  fon,  to  fuch 
puritans,  very  pelts  in  the  church  and  common 
wealth  ;  whom,  no  delms  can  oblige,  neuher 
oaths  nor  promifes  bind,  breathing  nothing  but 
fedition  and  calumnies.  Afpiring  without  mea- 
iure ;  reviling  without  reafon  -9  and  making  their 
own  imaginations,  without  any  warrant  of  the 
word,  the  fquare  of  their  coniciences,  I  prated, 
before  the  great  God,  and  fince  I  am  here  as  upon 
my  tellamcnt,  it  is  no  time  for  me  to  lie  in,  that 
ye  fhall  never  find  with  any  highland  or  border 
thieves,  greater  ingratitude,  and  more  lies  and  vile 
perjuries,  than  with  .theie  fanatic  fpirits.  And 
iuffcr  not  the  principles  of  them  to  brook  your 
land,  if  ye  like  to  fit  at  reil."  Such  they  were, 
in  thole  days  ;  fuch  they  are  at  preient.  The  fatal 
effects  which  they  produced  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  rirft,  loudly  pronounced,  that  no  vigilance  nor 
exertion  of  legal  power,  either  by  laws,  already, 
or  to  be,  made,  can  exceed  the  emergency  of  the 
prclcnt  difpofitions  of  thele  men,  who  proreis 
themfelves  to  be  of  iimilar  principles,  and  are  en 
gaged  in  like  purfuits. 

Jarnes,  who  abhorred  the,prefbyterians,  was  not 
difindined  to  the  Roman  Catholics.  Cecil,  his 
miniiter,  a  prcfbyterian  at  his  foul,  beheld  this 
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propenfity  with  pain  -,  and  wimed  to  eftrange  his 
ioverngn's   heart  from  thofe  he   liked.     At  this 
time,  the  moft  nefarious  defign  of  blowing  tip,  by 
means  of  gun-powder,  king,  lords  and  commons, 
was  undertaken  by  about  fourteen  of  the  papitts. 
The  intention  was  difcovered  by  fuch  means,  and 
prevented  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is  not  without 
probability  that  the   prefbyterian,  Cecil,  had  con 
trived    this   execrable   undertaking,    by    iecretly 
praftifmg  on  a  few  fiery  bigots  of  the  papal  church  ; 
in  order,   by  thofe  means,  to  avert  the  inclinations 
of   James    from    his     Roman    catholic    fubjefis. 
Arnoncr  thefe,  Garner,  the  Jefuit,  differed  death. 
1-Iis  crime  was,  not   levealing  this   defign,  which 
had  been  imparted  to  him  in  confeflion.     I  pre 
tend  to  no  cxcuie  for  this    Jefuit's  conduct,    but 
certainly   being,  by  his  religious  office,  under  the 
moft  folemn   obligation   not  to  reveal  what  was 
conferred  to  him,  he  had  a  better  -plea  than  Burner, 
whom   I   conftantly     confider     as   a  prelbytenan 
pricft.     He,    good   man,    left  England,  to   : 
an  afyl'jm  in  Holland-,  becaufe  he  certainly  knew 
what'was  intended,  and  feared  that  the  undertak 
ing    then  on  foot    was   premature  :  for   he   lays, 
"  He  thought  the  bed  thing  for  him  to  do  was  to 
go  out   of  the  way  beyond  fea.     This  gave  him 
great   credit  with   all    the   malcontents,    and   he 
made  the  bed  ufe  of  it  he  could."     After  this 
avowal,  he  that  will  not  conclude  that  Burnet,  by 
difregarding  his  oaih  of  allegiance  and  not  reveal 
ing  what  he  knew,  who  had  no  excufe,  from  vows 
or  oaths  to  the  contrary,  and  by  encouraging  thol< 
he  did,  was  not  as  great  a  villain,  and   merited 
death  as  much  as  Garnet,  mud  find  more  coercive 
arguments  than  I  have  hitherto  difcovered. 
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The  contrivers  of  this  execrable  intention  re* 
ceived  that  punifhment  which  was  juftly  due  to 
them.  But  by  the  mod  diligent  fearch  it  was 
found  that  no  other  Roman  catholic  was  concern 
ed  in  that  plotj  no  arms  were  collected,  nor  mili 
tary  preparations  made ;  fo  that  no  confequence, 
in  favour  of  papifts,  could  have  been  derived 
from  that  horrible  intention.  It  is  difficult,  there 
fore,  to  decide  whether  the  folly  or  the  iniquity 
be  moft  enormous  in  that  fanguinary  purluit.  For, 
had  the  event  taken  place,  would  it  not  have 
proved  more  fatal  to  the  Roman  catholics  than  to 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom  ?  for  who  can  doubt  that 
in  the  firft  impulfes  of  vindictive  rage,  they  had 
perifhed  by  the  hands  of  the  proteftants  ?  This  plot, 
the  council  of  Cecil,  and  the  prefbyterian  intereft  in 
Scotland  prevailed  on  James  to  perfecute  and  put 
to  death  numbers  of  Roman  catholic  priefts,  whofe 
whole  crime  was  folely  that  of  being  of  the  prieft- 
hood,  and  preaching  their  doctrines  for  confcience 
fake,  the  very  thing  thefe  prcfbyterians  claimed 
as  the  original  rights  of  humankind. 

Notwithftanding  James  the  firft  was  animated 
with  fuch  aborrence  of  the  prefbyterians,  his  pe 
dantic  and  difputatious  fpirit,  and  his  affectation 
of  being  a  profound  Theologift,  facilitated  the 
means  that  brought  his  fon  to  the  block.  In  fact, 
he  adopted  the  moft  egregious  error  that  a  fove- 
reign  can  commit,  reipecting  fuch  difTentions  as 
may  arife  from  a  church  eftabliQied.  Hefuffered 
the  clergy  to  enter  into  conferences  and  difputes 
with  the  prefbyterian  teachers.  Whereas  he  fhould 
have  known  that  in  fuch  aflemblies  neither  truth 
nor  reafon  have  power  to  fubdue  enthufiafm  and 
change  the  opinions  of  the  controvertifts.  Mo 
tives  of  a  contrary  nature  and  too  powerful  to 
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be  overcome  by  argument,  animate  their  hearts 
and  deputations.  They  are  kindled  into  greater 
refentment  againfl  each  other,  and  from  that  im- 
pulfe  feparate  with  more  avcrfion ;  and  therefore, 
are  lefs  open  to  conviction  than  when  they  met. 
No  converts  are  made  by  fuch  difputes.  At  the 
fame  time,  by  indulging  the  prefbyterians  with 
thole  conferences,  the  king  imparted  a  confequence 
to  their  caufe-,  and  afforded  reafon  to  fuggeft,  that 
it  contained  fomething  which  deferved  a  refutation. 
All  fuch  proceedings  are  deftruftive  of  the  end  to 
which  they  are  intended,  and  unwarrantable  by 
manly  and  found  polity. 

James  being  dead,  his  fon  Charles  legally  af- 
fumed  the  fceptre  of  the  three  kingdoms.  During 
the  two  preceding  reigns,  the  puritans  had  en- 
creafed  in  number,  and  in  riches.  Thefe  circum- 
(lances  augmented  their  power,  and  inflamed  their 
infolence.  They  were  now  no  longer  the  humble 
fuitors,  for  conscience  lake,  to  be  permitted  to 
worfhip  God  in  their  own  way.  They  entered  on 
the  relolution  and  the  means  of  demo lifh ing  every 
objecl:  which  might  refill  their  defigns,  whether  it 
were  ecclefiallical  or  civil.  The  king,  and  the 
houfe  of  lords,  religion  and  the  laws,  were  alike  to 
be  abolifhed.  They  were  confcious,  however,  that 
their  machinations  mult  prove  abortive,  unlefs  iome 
fpecious  plan  were  deviled  to  create  a  difcontent 
between  the  fovereign  and  his  fubjects.  Without 
that  aid,  on  what  pretext  could  they  commence  thole 
mifchiefs  which  they  had  projected.  But  in  fearch 
of  that  afiiftance,  they  were  no:  long  employed. 
In  the  laft  year  of  the  reign  of  James,  they  had 
urged  him  to  a  war  with  Spain  and  the  emperor  v 
they  then  gave  him  a  fupply,  and  a  petition  againft 
popery  was  preferred  to  the  throne. 
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James  being  dead,  and  the  nation  thus  involved 
in  hoitilides,  a  parliament  was  called,  in  which  the 
prdbyterian  members  exceeded  in  number  thole 
of  the  tilabllfned  church.     They  foon  clifcovered 
their  (Irength.     Gn  this  their  defigns  broke  violent 
ly  forth,    and   they  immediately   began  to  carry 
their  ieditjous   intentions  into  acYion,     With  this 
view  they  rdbived  not  to  fettle   the.  revenues  of 
tonnage  and  poundage  on  the  king,  beyond  a  year ; 
and  refuted  to  grant  Inch  fupplies  as  were  adequate 
to  the  fupporting    of  that  war  which  they  had,  in 
fact,  begun.     In  this  dilemma,  to  which  they  had 
reduced  their  fovereign,   they  poured  complaints 
of  grievances,  and  made  no  provifion  for  the  civil 
lift,  nor  for  fuftaining  the  war.  %  The  king  per 
ceiving  their  defigns,  and   that  nothing  but  fedt- 
tious   purpofes   were  intended,    diflblved  the  par 
liament;  and,  by  his  fole  authority,  ordered  his  of 
ficers  to  continue   in   collecting  the  duties  which 
had  been  ufuaily  fettled  on  his  predecefibrs.     Ano 
ther  parliament  was  called,  in  the  following  year, 
and  this,  proceeding   in  a  like  manner,    it  was  dii- 
folved,  as  the  former  had  been,  and  for  like  rea- 
fons.     A  third  parliament   was  again  called,  and 
filled  with  the  fame  men,  or  others  of  fimilar  prin 
ciples.     They  greedily  feized  on  the  king's  raifmg 
money  by  his  own  authority,  as   illegal  and  arbi 
trary,  although   by   their  premeditated   refufal  of 
fupplies,  he  had  been  compelled  to  it ;  and  that  it 
was    not  unprecedented.      On    this    event,    they 
formed  a  petition  to  the  king,    which  contained 
fuch  articles  as   were  reaibnably   to  be  afked,  and 
which  could  not  be  refilled  wkhout  difpleafing  the 
people.    Fhefe  were,  that  no  loan  or  tax  might  be 
levied  without  confent  of  parliament ;  that  no  man 
might  be  imprifoned  but  by  legal  procels ;    and  a 
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few  others.  To  thefe  the  king  anfwered,  "I  will, 
that  right  be  done,  according  to  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  realm."  But  this  was  received  as 
inadequate  to  what  they  expected.  They  again 
petitioned  for  a  more  fansfac"tory  anfwer,  His  ma- 
jelly  then  gave  his  full  ailent,  according  to  the 
ufual  form  in  parliament:  but ,  theii  iyftem  was, 
never  to  be  fatisrkd  with  any  return -to  what  they 
aiked,  and  coniequendy  chey  rdblved  on  ^cknt- 
ing  a  remonlfcrance  againfc  the  king's  having  re 
ceived  tonnage  and  poundage.  This  clefign  ->eing 
known,  his  majeity  came  to  the  houfe,  pa.lFed  the 
acts*  which  confirmed  the  rights  and  liberties,  (or 
which  they  petitioned,  together  with  iome  others, 
and  then  prorogued  the  parliament. 

It  affernbled  again  in  the  ia;ne  yean  The  corp- 
mons  immediately  began  on  the  late  Uibjc(5t,  of  the 
illegality  of  tonnage  and  poundage.  king 

informed  them,  in  his  fpeech,  that  he  did  m;i  aim 
it  of  right,  but  de  bem  ejje  \  or,  for  the  publi«:  wel 
fare  ;  and  defired  it  might  be  fettled  on  him,  as  it 
had  been  on  his  anceftors.  No  attention  was  paid 
to  this  requeft.  They  not  only  continued  the  com 
plaints  on  the  grievances  of  adminiicration,  but 
now  no  longer  talked  of  liberty  of  conicieiue,  to 
ferveGod  in  their  own  way,  but  creeled  themtelves 
into  an  inquifition  ;  enquired  into,  and  condemned 
that  liberty  in  others,  who  were  equally  entitled 
to  it  with  themielves;  and  debated  concerning  the 
increafe  of  Arminianifm  and  popery.  Pyrr>,  alfo, 
moved  in  the  houfe,  .that  they  Ihould  engage  in  a 
covenant  to  maintain  their  rights  and  religion. 
They  then  reiblved  to  proceed  on  affairs  relative  to 
religion,  before  they  entered  on  the  coniideranon 
of  the  tonnage  and  poundage.  And  Cromwel 
U  2  informed 


informed  the  houfe,  that  popery  was  countenanced 
by  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter. 

The  ipeaker  of  the  commons,  being  called  up 
on  by  the  houfe,  to  read  a  remonltrance,  he  re- 
fu led  to  comply  with  it;  when  endeavouring  to 
leave  the  chair,  he  was  held  in  it  by  force,  the 
doors  were  locked,  and  the  fubfequent  proteftation 
was  read.  "  That  whoever  fhould  bring  in  inno 
vations  in  religion,  or  leek  to  introduce  popery  or 
Arminianifm,  fhould  be  accounted  enemies  to  the 
kingdom."  It  feems  difficult  to  decide,  whether 
the  effrontery  of  this  proteftation  be  greater,  in 
their  interdicting  innovations  in  religion,  who  were 
then  labouring  to  innovate,  by  eflablifhing  cal- 
vinifm  in  the  place  of  the  church  of  England ;  or 
in  denying  that  libercy  of  conicience  to  others, 
which  they  themfelves  afTerted  was  the  right  of  all 
mankind.  On  this,  the  king  dilTolved  the  par 
liament. 

The  fpirit  of  intolerance  increafed  amongft  thofe 
prefbyterians,  exactly  with  their  powers  of  carrying 
it  into  execution.  Every  thing  was  popery  that 
remained,  either  in  form  of  worihip  or  of  prayer. 
The  mitre,  the  furplice,  a  burning  taper,  a  piece 
of  painted  glals,  were  deadly  fins  and  remnants  of 
idolatry.  All  were  to  be  abolifhed  as  odious  to 
God,  in  order  to  effect  a  godly- thorough  reforma 
tion.  At  the  fame  time,  they  converted  the  very 
efTence  of  chriflianity  to  the  moll  infernal  pur- 
poles.  They  prefumed  to  leek  the  lord  in  prayer, 
to  grant  them  luch  things  as  no  being  but  the  devil 
could  hear,  without  horror.  They  rofe  from  their 
knees,  aflerting  it  was  obtained.  They  applied 
the  wrathful  texts  of  the  Jewifh  theocracy,  pro 
nounced  againft  idolaters,  to  the  church  eftablifh- 
cd,  and  converted  Chrift  himfelf  to  become  an  in- 
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ftrument  of  their  impious  defigns,  by  calling  him 
their  king  Jefus.  All  this  they  aflerted  to  be  un 
dertaken  in  fupport  of  that  gofpel,  which  teaches 
charity  to  all  mankind,  and  even  forgivenefs  to 
our  enemies.  No  falfehood  was  too  flagrant  for 
their  affirmation  ;  no  deed  too  cruel  for  their  under 
taking,  provided  the  tendency  of  them  were  to 
promote  their  abominable  purpofes.  Two  things 
there  were,  befides  the  levying  of  tonnage  and 
poundage,  that  afforded  too  much  caule  for  their 
feeking  the  abolition  of  them.  Theie  were  the 
courts  of  high  commifiion,  and  Star-chamber. 

During  this  time,  the  Scotch  prefbyterians  were 
equally  engaged  in  like  rebellious  tran factions. 
They  entered  into  a  folemn  league  and  covenant 
againfi  the  epiicopal  church,  eitabllfhed  in  Scot 
land,  and  to  erecl:  calvinifm.  In  1640,  the  par 
liament:  met,  and  immediately  returned  to  their 
late  grievances  in  religious  and  temporal  affairs. 
It  is  again  diflblved  ;  but  the  fupprefTion  of  the  Scot- 
tifh  rebellion  requiring  fupplies,  which  could  not 
be  raifed  without  a  parliament,  another  was 
called  in  the  fame  year.  On  the  3d  of  No 
vember,  bt-gan  the  feflion  of  that  parliament, 
which,  before  its  diflblution,  entirely  fubverted 
the  conftitution,  in  church  and  Hate  $  and  exer- 
cifed  fuch  unremitting  tyranny,  and  ads  of  bar- 
barifm,  as  were  even  a  dil grace  to  rebellion.  All 
this  was  done  for  conlcience  fake,  for  the  li 
berty  of  worfhipping  God  in  their  own  way,  and 
for  establishing  the  throne  of  king  Jefus. 

The  fame  grievances  were  again  urged  by  the 
commons.  Pym  carried  up  an  impeachment  againit 
the  earl  of  Stratford.  He  is  committed  to  the 
cuftody  of  the  black  rod.  Pennington,  a  prefby- 
terian  alderman  of  the  city  of  London,  followed 
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by  a  tumultuous  populace,  carried  a  petition,  as  from 
the  city,  againft  the  discipline  and  ceremonies  of  the 
church ;  and  foon  after,  with  a  like  riotous  attend 
ance,  he  prefents  another  for  the  abolition  of  epif- 
copacy.  The  commons  then  refolved  that  the 
convocation  had  no  right  to  make  cannons  ;  that 
the  iubfidies  which  they  granted  were  illegal;  and 
framed  a  bill  for  fining  all  that  fat  in  that  iificmbly* 
And  yet,  all  thefe  rights  exifted  in  the  clergy,  long 
before  the  houfe  of  commons  had  .a  being,  sad 
had  uniformly  continued  to  make  a  part  of  the 
conftitution  of  England  to  that  day.  Never  were 
impudence,  falfehood,  and  hypocrify,  fo  perfectly 
combined  as  in  the  fanatic  commons  of  thofe  days. 
Archbifhop  Laud  was  now  impeached  of  high 
treafon,  by  Danzel  Hollis,  taken  into  the  cuftody 
of  the  black  rod,  and,  foon  after  committed  to 
the  tower.  And  in  this  manner,  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford,  and  this  prelate,  the  chief  fupporters  of  the 
church  and  ftate,  and  of  greateit  abilities  and  re- 
folution,  were  taken  from  the  king,  and  impri- 
ioned. 

A  bill  for  triennial  parliaments  was,  at  that  time, 
the  fubjed  of  great  clamour  by  the  prelbyterians, 
as  it  is  at  prefenc.  That  bill  then  meant  only  that 
the  king  fhould  not  difcontinue  a  meeting  of  par 
liament  more  than  three  years.  This  act  was 
palled.  The  commons,  with  thanks  to  his  rna- 
jefty,  declared,  that  nothing  now  remained,  but  to 
teiiify  their  devotion  to  him,  and  to  make  him  a 
glorious  king.  We  fhall  foon  fee  of  what  fluff 
their  devotion  was  compofed,  and  the  means  they 
puriued  to  make  their  fovereign  glorious. 

One  act  of  their  devotion  was  to  refolve,  that  no 
bifhop  (hould  have  a  vote  in  parliament.  Another 
was  to  keep  the  Scotch  army  in  pay  ^  and  to  borrow 
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money  of  the  city  of  London  on  the  fubfidies, 
which  was  an  ad  equally  arbitrary  and  illegal  with 
that  of  the  king's  levying  tonnage  and  poundage 
by  his  own  authority.  There  was  now  an  un 
doubted  rebellion  in  the  kingdom  :  in  fact,  it  had 
already  long  fubfifted.  But  the  king  fatally  defer 
red  to  arm,  and  to  defeat  it.  The  articles  of  im 
peachment  againft  lordStrafford  were  unequal  to  the 
accufation,  for  if  all  of  them  could  have  been  proved, 
they  could  amount  to  nothing  like  high  treafon. 
They  therefore  defpifed  the  regular  proceedings  of 
juftice,  proceeded  by  bill  of  attainder,  and  framed 
a  law  exprefsly  made  to  put  him  to  death,  guihlcfs 
of  the  charge  -,  which,  on  that  account,  was  as 
equally  a  murder,  as  if  the  fame  prefDyttrians  had 
affaflina'ted  him  in  rhe  flreet. 

Notwithstanding  this  parliamentary  outrage  on 
the  conftitution,  theie  fanatics,  "c  whom  no  king 
can  govern,  and  no  God  can  pleafe,"  headed  by 
one  Cornelius  Burgefs,  followed  by  a  mob,  came 
riotoufly  to  the,  houfe  of  commons,  exclaiming, 
juftice,  juftice,  againft  the  earl  of  Strafford.  For 
murder  wa&jujlice,  in  the  opinion  of  a  prefbyterian 
teacher,  at  that  time,  as  it  appears  to  be  in  that  of 
Prieftley  in  the  prdent.  They  infulted  the  king, 
and  when  the  juittces  of  the  peace  attempted  to 
commit  the  mod  audacious  of  them  to  prifon,  the 
conur.ons  int-erpofed,  and  committed  the  juftices, 
for  acting  in  defence  of  their  fovereign  and  the 
laws,  aoainft  his  rebellious  fubjecls.  In  this  way, 
they  proved  themfelves  to  be  at  his  devotion,  and 
making  him  a  gloriou,s  king. 

The  clay  was  now  arrived,  fraught  with  ruin  to 
the  conflation.  The  king,  oh  fatal  and  im 
prudent  deed !  ligned  the  paper  that  appointed  the 
cornrnhTion,  by  which  the  bill  of  lord  Strafford's 
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attainder  was  patted  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and 
another,  that  the  parliament  fhould  not  be  dif- 
folved  without  the  content  of  the  commons.  Such 
was  the  ifrue  of  obtaining  a  triennial  parliament. 
By  thefe  acts,  he,  in  fact,  fubfcribed  his  own  death 
warrant;  and  the  hand  that  figned  thefe  papers, 
I  had  almoft  faid,  deferved  to  have  that  head,  which 
belonged  to  it,  taken  from  its  moulders  by  an  axe. 

And  now  it  was  vifible,  that  thofe  prefbyterian 
commons,  thole  friends  of  the  people,  thefe  pro 
tectors  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  had  not  only 
prevailed  on  the  king  to  renounce  his  lawful  right  of 
proroguing  and  diflblving  parliament;  but  that  they 
had  robbed  their  fellow-fubjects  alfoof  their  right 
of  a  general  election,  and  of  being  repreiented  by 
any  other  than  that  which  was  then  fitting.  For 
this  parliament  never  di/Tolved  itfelf,  until  the  re 
iteration  of  Charles  the  fecond.  May  this  prece 
dent,  fo  fatal,  fo  fanguinary,  and  dettructive,  pre 
vent  both  the  fovereign  to  yield  to  any  application 
from  fectarian  fubjects,  and  the  people  from  abet 
ting  their  machinations.  For  it  is  as  certain,  that 
the  king  mail  fufier,  by  indulging  their  petitions, 
and  the  people  be  deprived  of  their  rights  and 
liberties,  by  men  of  fuch  principles,  as  that  the 
fun  mall  rife  to-morrow.  And  believe  me,  al 
though  at  the  day  of  judgment  they  fuffer  for 
their  transgrcfftons,  yet,  neither  wifdom,  nor 
chriftan  patience  ought  to  remit  to  that  day  of 
doom  the  punifhment  which  they  fo  truly  merit. 

The  king  then  pafTed  a  bill,  by  which  he  renounced 
all  right  of  levying  tonnage  and  poundage,  by 
his  prerogative,  or  on  any  merchandife  whatsoever  -, 
another  to  annihilate  the  courts  of  high  com  mil 
lion,  and  of  the  Star-chamber ;  and  one  alfo  of 
pacification  between  England  and  Scotland,  by 
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which  the  demands  of  all  the  prefbyterian  Scots 
Avere  granted.  Here  every  purfuit  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  ought  to  have  terminated.  The 
levying  of  money,  by  prerogative-royal*  the  courts 
of  high  comrniffion,  and  Star-chamber,  were  abo- 
lifhed  *,  and  liberty  of  confcience  was  no  longer 
oppoied.  But  thefe  envenomed  fectaries  refolved 
to  proceed  until  the  whole  conftitution  of  the  flate 
were  perfectly  demolifhed.  Every  conceflTion  of  the 
king  was  a  frefh  incentive  for  proceeding  to  new 
demands*  And  in  this  manner  it  will  eternally 
refult,  when  fovereigns  yield  to  the  petitions  of 
men  who  are,  by  principle,  implacable,  but  with 
the  death  of  that  man  who  mall  give  credit  to  their 
hypocritical  applications,  and  yield  his  aflent  to 
their  infidious  undertakings. 

Every  moment  expedited  the  ruin  of  the  king,  in 
which  no  man  was  more  inftrumental  than  himfelf. 
He  confented  to  the  abolition  of  epifcopacy  in  Scot 
land,  He  difmifled  colonel  Lunsford  from  the 
lieutenancy  of"  the  tower,  on  the  application  of  the 
commons^  that  they  could  not  confide  in  him  ;  and 
firjohn  Byron  was  placed  in  his  (lead.  Twelve  of  the 
bifliops  protefted  againft  all  acts  palTed  in  parlia 
ment  fince  they  were  withheld  from  fitting  in  the 
houfe  of  lords.  They  were  committed  by  the  par 
liament  to  the  tower,  as  guilry  or  high  treafon. 

The  treafonable  correfpondence  being  difco- 
vercd,  between  the  prelbyterian  commons  and  the 
Scots,  the  king  ordered  Kimbkton,  Pym,  Hamp- 
den,  Hollis,  Haflerig  and  Stroud  to  be  appre 
hended  The  commons  refolved  to  ftand  on  their 
defence.  The  king  demanded  the  members  above- 
named  in  their  houfe.  They  were  abfent.  The 
commons  voted  that  demand  to  be  a  breach  of  pri 
vilege,  and  the  city  mob  was  raifed  to  protect  them. 

X  Ac 


At  this  time,  his  majefty  and  the  royal  family  being 
expofed  to  great  danger,  retired  to  Hampton-Court. 
"•  The  prdfbytenan  IherifTs  of  London,  accom 
panied  with  the  train  bands,  and  the  populace,  in 
arms,  carried  back  the  demanded  members  in  tri 
umph  to  Wtftminfter  -,  whiift  the  feamen  and  wa 
termen,  in  boats,  equipped  with  field-pieces,  pro 
ceeded,  from  London  Bridge  to  the  fame  place. 
They  were  thanked  by  the  commons  and  promifed 
an  ordinance  for  their  indemnity. 

Nothing  is  fo  fatal  to  a  fovereign  as  temporizing 
with  rebels.  It  was  now  difcerned  how  erroneoufty 
the  king  had  conducted  hirnielf,  in  fuffering  thtfe 
prefbyterian  fubjecls  of  King  Jefus  to  proceed  in 
•violating  the  conititution,  aflifted  by  his  own  aifcnt. 
WhiHl  they  were  openly  difregarding  all  legal  ob 
ligation,  and  preparing  to  deftroy  him  by  arms, 
his  majefty  imprudently  conceiving  that  fuch  im 
placable  dernanders  were  to  be  iatisfied  by  granting 
what  they  afked,  neglected  fuch  military  prepara 
tions  as  could  alone,  in  thofe  days,  and  can,  in  the 
prefer) t,  prevent  the  deftructive  purpofes  on  which 
they  always  meditate-,  and  which  they  will  omit  no 
probable  opportunity  of  carrying  into  execution. 

Sir  John  Byron,  not  anfwering  the  intention  of 
the  commons,  they  petitioned  the  king  to  deliver 
up  to  them  the  tower ;  and  to  place  the  fortrefles 
and  militia  of  the  kingdom  in  their  hands.  Byron 
wasdifmifled  and  Sir  John  Conyers  made  lieutenant 
of  the  Tower.  Thus  his  majefty  confented  to  dif- 
arm  himfelf. 

Charles,  by   com  million,    paded   the  bill   that 
deprived  the  bifhops  of  their  right  of  voting  in 
parliament;  and  incapacitated  the  clergy  from  ex- 
•ercifing  any  jurifdidtion  in  temporal  concerns. 

The 
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The  king,  refufing  to  put  the  militia  into  the 
hands  of  the  commons,  they  immediately  af- 
fumed  that  power.  They  demanded  the  difmifli- 
Oft  of  his  minifters,  as  evil  counfeliors,  and  even 
to  have  the  prince  in  their  cuftody.  They  re- 
folved  to  put  the  nation  in-  a  ftate  of  defence,  that 
the  lords  lieutenant  fhould  bring  to  the  houfc  their 
commiffions,  and  cancel  them  as  illegal.  And 
that  the  admiral  fhould  prepare  a  fleet,  and  pro 
ceed  to  lea. in  "their  fervice.  The  king  fat  up  his 
ftandard,  and  prepared  for  defeating  thofe  rebels, 
by  the  power  of  arms.,  v/hich  he  had  too  long  and 
too  fatally  neglected,  whiift  they  were  haftening 
to  that  means  of  deitroying  him. 

During  the  preceding  part  of  this  reign,  but 
three  Roman  catholic  perfons  had  fufFered  death, 
for  being  of  that  prieiihood.  The  prifons  were, 
indeed,  thronged  with  perfons  of  that  religion, 
both  ecclefiaftics  and  laymen  •,  but,  with  the  in- 
creafe  of  power  among  the  prefbycerian  commons, 
the  fpiritof  perfecution  proceeded  with  equal  fteps. 
The  catholic  prieits  were  now  to  be  brought  to  the 
gallows,  for  exercifing  their  right  of  ierving  God 
in  their  own  way.  Goodman,  a  pried,  was  con 
demned  to  die.  The  king,  in  mercyy  applied  to 
the  commons  to  fave  his  lire,  and  be  fausfied  with 
his  being  imprifoned  or  banifhed.  The  lords  and 
commons  conferee!  and  joined  in  a  petition  to  the 
king,  that  Goodman  be  executed,  and  the  laws 
put  in  execution  againil  ail  priefts,  andjefuits, 
Blood  alone  can  fatis'fy  the  tender  conference  of  a 
prefbyterian.  His  majetly,  however,  did  not  con- 
ient  to  Goodman's  death.  He  died  in  Newgate, 
among  felons.  The  king  refolved  to  commit  no 
more luch cruelties-,  andrefufed  tofign  the  warrants 
of  feven  priefts,  condemned  at  one  time  to  death,  ac 
X  2  the 
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the  Old-Bailey.     The  prefbyterians  then,  feeing  it 
in  vain  to  feek  the  fandion   of  the  royal  name  to 
countenance  their  perfecuting  rcfolves,    afiumed 
the  full  power  of  life  and  death  ^    and  a  num 
ber  of   men,    whofe   whole    crimes   were    being 
priefts,  were   executed   with   all  the   feverity  of 
that   inhuman  fentence,    which  condemns  to  be 
hanged,  cut  down  aiive,  emboweled,  and  hearts  to 
be  thrown  into  the  flames.  Such  was  the  tendernefs 
of  the  prefbyterian  commons,  who  were  at  that  in- 
ftant  roaring  againft  the  Roman  caiholic  periecuti- 
ons  in  the  reign  of  bloody  Mary.    This  mercy ^  con* 
ftantly  unpardonable  in  a  king,    that  is  not  their 
favourer,  was  publifhed  through  the  realm,    as  a 
proof  of  his  majefty's  being  a  bloody  papiil,  and  of 
their  being  the  true  friends  of  Chrift's  gofpel.  Their 
perfecuting  fpirit,    for  confcience    fake,   was  16 
exercifed  in  1641,  that  they  executed  two  priefts, 
and  fentenced  feveral  others  to  death.     This  had  a 
double  efFecT.    It  withheld  the  merciful  difpofition 
of  the  king  from    urging  the  Roman  catholics  to 
join  his  ftandard,    through   apprehenfion,   that  all 
of  that  religion  would  thereby   fuffer,  who  mighc 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the    rebels.     And   the  ca-r 
tholics  were  fo   intimidated    by    thefe  fanguinary 
proceedings  of  the  prefbyterians,  that,  feeing  there 
remained  no  other  method  to  preferve  themfelveS 
and    their  effects,    fome  few   of  them    oppofed 
the  king,    whom  they   liked,    and     afiifted   the 
prefbyterians,    whom    they   had    reafon    to  deteft, 
In  the  religion  of  fuch  catholics,    rebellion  effaced 
the  fin  of  idolatry.    For,    in  fact,  it  was  loyalty 
to   their   fovereign,    that  was    the    fole  caufe  of 
all    the    fanatic    lies,    groundlefs    charges,    and 
barbarous  punifhments,  which  were  urged  againfl 
all  men  of  the  church  of  England,    and  Roman 
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catholics.  And  to  promote  that  malignancy,  the 
caufe  of  Jefus  was  let  up  againft  their  lawful  king. 

The  parliament  now  voted,  that  whoever  Ihould 
raife  forces  for  their  fovereign,  were  to  be  deemed 
traitors.  And  they  publifhed  a  remonft ranee,  de 
claring,  that  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority  was 
in  the  two  houfes :  and  that  the  king  had  no  right 
of  withholding  his  affent  from  the  adts  they  pafled. 
They  now  committed  the  very  crime,  from  which 
their  rebellion  had  originated,  and  iflued  an  ordi 
nance,  by  their  fole  authority,  for  levying  tonnage 
and  poundage.  They  pafled  another  ordinance  alfo 
for  aireffing,  through  the  kingdom,  a  weekly  tax  of 
_34,8o8/.  for  the  maintenance  of  their  forces  againft 
their  fovereign :  which,  they  impudently  afTerted 
to  have  been  raifed  for  his  prefervation. 

The  priioners,  taken  at  Brentford,  being  re- 
leafed  by  the  king,  on  having  fworn  not  to  take 
arms  any  more  againft  him,  Downing  and  Mar- 
fhal,  two  prefbyterian  teachers,  who  had  been  con- 
itantly  roaring  againft  the  pope,  as  the  idolatrous 
whore  of  Babylon,  afiumed  that  very  power  which 
they  had  fo  vehemently  execrated  *,  and  abfolved 
all  thofe  releafed  prifoners  from  their  oaths,  who, 
again,  engaged  in  the  rebel  army,  through  pure 
tendernefs  of  confcience. 

The  church  of  England  was  now  demoiimed. 
An  aflembly  of  prefbyterian  teachers  was  conftituted 
to  fettle  the  national  religion,  on  the  calviniftical 
principles,  doctrines  and  difcipline  5  and  the 
two  houfes,  and  the  city  of  London,  united  with 
the  Scots,  in  taking  the  folemn  league  and  co 
venant. 

The  presbyterian,  being  now  the  eftablilhed 
church,  by  ordinances  of  rebellion,  their  teachers 
.laboured  to  erect  a  government  therein,  which  was 
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to  contain  the  very  powers,  they  had  abolifhed, 
as  too  defpotic.  Such  as,  thofe  of  the  keys,  and  of 
excommunication.  Epifcopacy  was  exterminated  ; 
the  church  lands  were  alienated,  to  pay  the  debts  in 
curred  by  the  two  houfes  -9  and  the  benefices  diftri- 
buted  to  their  teachers,  from  whence  the  clergy  of 
the  church  of  England  were  expelled.  Arvd 
now,  thefe  presbyierian  teachers  denied  that  li 
berty  of  conference  to  all  other  lefts,  as  well  as 
to  the  churchmen  of  England,  and  they  claimed 
both  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  authority  over  mens 
perfons,  properties,  and  confciences.  The  fpirit 
of  perfecution  thiriled  for  this  power,  in  order  to 
fupprefs  all  who  differed  in  opinion  from  themfelves. 
They  infilled  on  a  ftrift  uniformity  in  difcipline, 
faith  and'worlhip;  and  vehemently  inveighed 
againft  toleration,  which  the  independents,  their 
natural  fpawn,  determined  to  fupport.  They 
eve.n  haraffed  the  houfe  of  commons  to  grant 
them  fuch  powers  as  might  enable  them  to  compel, 
by  perfecution,  thofe  who  fhould  prefume  to  dif- 
fent  from  covenant  uniformity,  and  the  divine 
right  of  prefbytery.  This  the  independents,  in 
parliament,  did  in  fome  meafure  prevent  from  be 
ing  ilriclly  eftablifhed.  The  directory  was  enjoin 
ed,  as  the  rule  of  worfhip,  in  all  churches,  under 
a  pecuniary  fine,  for  each  Sunday's  omifTion. 
"Whoever  fhould  prefume  to  fpeak  or  aft  againfl:  it 
was  fined  from  five  to  fifty  pounds.  The  Com 
mon- Prayer  was  forbidden,  not  only  in  churches, 
but  in  private  families,  under  a  like  penalty.  Eve 
ry  clergyman  of  the  church  of  England  muft 
take  the  covenant,  or  be  dripped  of  his  living, 
'and  lent,  with  his  family,  to  tlarve  :  and  then 
an  ordinance  of  the  two  houfes,  unprecedented 
among  chriilians,  was  made  the  ad  of  May  1648;, 
againit  herefy  and  blafphemy;  Among  a  variety 
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of  articles,  thefe  that  follow  are  to  be  feen.  That 
whoever  (hall  affirm,  that  the  Godhead  and  man 
hood  of  Chrift  are  not  diftind  natures ;  that  the 
death  of  Chrift  is  not  meritorious  ;  that  the  fcrip- 
tures  are  not  che  word  of  God ;  that  Chrift  is 
not  rilen  •,  that  there  is  no  refurre&ion,  or  a  fu 
ture  judgment-,  mall  fuffer  death,  as  in  cafes  of 
felony.  And  then,  that  whofoever  fays,  that 
all  men  (hall  be  faved ;  that  man,  by  nature, 
hath  free-will  to  turn  to  God  •,  that  man  is  bound 
to  believe  no  more  than  by  his  reafon  he  can  com 
prehend  ;  that  the  baptifm  of  infants  is  unlawful} 
-(hall  be  committed  to  prifon,  till  they  can 
find  fecurity,  that  he  would  not  either  main 
tain  or  publim  fuch  errors.  Such  was  the  luft  of 
cftablifhing  abfolute  dominion,  by  what  was  then 
called  the  legiflature.  By  this  ordinance,  the 
churchmen  of  England,  Papifts,  Arminians,  An- 
tinomians,  Arians,  Socinians,  Anabaptifts,  and  all 
other  fectaries,  then  exifting,  were  doomed  to  per- 
fecution. 

The  virulence  of  this  prefbyterian  ordinance  de- 
(Iroyed  the  end  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  inde 
pendents  revolted  from  them,  and  became  their 
mailers.  They  were  univerfally  detefted  by  all  men 
of  every  other  religion,  or  feel,  for  their  attempt 
ing  to  edabliih  this  tyranny  on  confcience.  And  this 
deteftation  alone  induced  them  to  aflume  the  affec 
tation  of  tendernefs  for  the  king's  life,  when  they 
faw  their  tyrannical  fyftem  difappointed  by  the  in 
dependents.  Theie  were  the  blefTed  feekers  of  the 
Lord,  who  tranfported  themfelves  to  Bofton,  in 
which  place  they  purfued  the  dictates  of  the  fame 
perfccuting  fpirit,  and  put  to  death  thole  who 
dared  to  difient  from  them.  In  fuch  principles 
they  have  perfevered,  and  fuch  they  are  now  ex- 
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rrcifing  againft  the  lawful  authority  of  their  love* 
reign  and  his  parliament. 

Fym,  nicknamed  king,  by  the  mob,  perifhed 
by  the  loufy  evil.  Thus  perifh  all  iuch  rebels  to 
their  king. 

Archbifhop  Laud,  being  deemed  by  the  lords 
to  be  not  guilty  of  high-treafon,  the  preibyterian 
commons  commanded  him  before  them  ;  and  with 
out  hearing  any  evidence,  lave  that  which  was 
repeated  by  their  counfel,  they  attainted  him  of  high 
treafon,  for  which  he  was  beheaded.  And  now 
the  courts  of  high  commiflion  and  Star-chamber, 
abolifhed  in  name,  exifted  in  reality.  The  tird, 
in  the  Calviniftical  church  government ;  the  fecond 
in  the  houfe  of  commons :  and  thus  the  legiflative 
power,  and  that  of  executing  the  laws,  were  united 
in  the  fame  inhuman  beings. 

And  now,  that  abominable  hypocrify,  hitherto 
ihferted  by  order  of  the  parliame nt,  in  commiffions 
to  their  generals,  to  prejerve  kis  majefy's  perjcn,  was 
omitted  in  that  to  Fairfax. 

I  purpofely  decline  from  all  defcription  of  thofe 
calamities  which  attended  this  infernal  rebellion,  in 
which  fathers  were  {lain  by  ibns,  and  fons  by  fa 
thers  i  in  which  all  ties,  parental  and  filial,  by 
consanguinity  and  marriage,  of  friend,  of  religion, 
and  of  humanity  itielf,  were  tovally  annihilated.  De- 
folation,  rapine  and  (laughter,  were  let  loole  to  ra 
vage-,  and  every  horrible  act  that  fanaucifm 
could  devife,  was  perpetrated,  with  all  imaginable 
fury. 

At  this  time,  the  commons  refolve,  under  God, 
that  the  people  were  the  original  of  all  juft  power. 
That  the  commons,  in  parliament,  had  the  lu- 
preme  authority  of  the  nation,  \vithout  king  or 
houfe  of  peers,  Thus,  as  the  commons  were  ef- 
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tablifhed  to  all  eternity,  unlefs  difiblved  by  force, 
or  by  their  own  content,  every  right  in  the  confti- 
tuents  of  electing  a  new  parliament  was  extirpated, 
together  with  thole  of  the  king  and  peerage  ;  and 
the  goverment  was  become  an  oligarchy. 

The  king,  driven  to  diftrefs,  repaired  to  the 
Scotch  prefbyterian  army,  in  iearch  of  an  afylum. 
Thefe  loyal  fubjects  fold  him  to  hisKnglifh  rebels, 
for  400,0007. 

The  Englifb  prefbyterians,  in  refentment  to 
the  independents,  for  (tripping  them  of  power,  now 
affected  a  tendernefs  for  the  king's  life.  Cromwel, 
confcious  of  the  true  motive,  ridiculed  their  hy- 
pocrify.  Mis  majefty  was  then  brought  before  a  felf- 
created  high  court  of  juftice;  he  difavowed  their 
authority  •,  was  arraigned  and  fentenced  to  be  be 
headed,  as  a  tyrant,  traitor,  murderer,  and  a  pub 
lic  robber,  and  then  they  murdered  him,  at  White 
hall,  on  the  3Oth  of  January,  1648. 

Hence  it  may  be  feen,  by  what  fatal  progreffion, 
from  the  pretence  of  feeking  the  liberty  of  ferving 
God  in  their  own  way  ^  from  tendernefs  of  con* 
fcience  •,  from  oppofing  fome  few  acts  of  extended 
prerogative,  together  with  aboliming  of  the 
courts  of  high  conuniffion  and  (tar-chamber,  ef- 
tablifhed  by  law,  and  annulled  by  the  king's  con- 
fent ;  that  virtuous  moriv.es  never  actuated  the 
hypocritic  bofoms  of  thofe  infidious  fanatics. 
Every  thing  conceded  was  an  incentive  to  more 
arrogant  demands.  By  his  remiiThefs  mature* 
ly  to  prepare,  by  furce  to  iiibdue  their  re 
bellious  intentions,  the  rights  of  fovereign  and  of 
1  object  were  alike  demolimed,  and  the  kingdom 
\vas  covered  with  human  blood,  and  with  oli- 
garchic'defpotifm. 

Y  God 


God  preferve  his  majefty  •,  and  may  the  people 
fay,  Amen. 

The  commons  now  refolved,  that  a  king,  or  the 
power  thereof,  in  one  perion,  was  unneceffary,  bur- 
thenfome,  and  dangerous,  and  therefore  to  beabo- 
lifhed :  and  an  ad  waspaffedin  both  houfes,  by 
which  fuch  abolition  was  confirmed. 

Things  being  thus  far  advanced,Cromwel  entered 
the  houfe  of  commons,  with  a  file  of  mufqueteers  ; 
commanded  the  fpe?.ker  to  quit  the  chair;  told 
them*  they  had  fat  long  enough,  unlefs  they  had 
done  more  good  \  and  that  they  were  no  longer  a 
parliament.  He  told  Harry  Vare,  that  he  was  a 
juggler;  Henry  Martin,  and  Peter  Wen.tworth, 
that  they  were  whore-mongers ;  Tom  Challoner, 
a  drunkard  ;  and  Allen,  a  public  cheat.  And  or 
dered  a  common  Iblclier  to  take  away  the  mace^ 
that  fool's  bauble,  Harriion  then  pulled  thefpeak- 
er  from  the  chair;  which  being  done,  .and  all  of 
them  kicked  out,  Cromwel  locked  the  doors,  and 
in  the  afternoon,  dii  miffed  the  council  of  ftate, 
which  had  been  appointed  foon  after  the  royal 
murder. 

Oliver,  .with  his  council  of  officers,  now  affumed 
the  fupreme  authority  of  the  kingdom  and  difiblved 
the  parliament  by  their  declaration.  He  then  ifilied  his 
orders,  nominated  and  convened  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  perfon?,  who  met  him  at  Whitehall. 
He  then  told  them,  they  had  a  clear  call  to  under 
take  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  commonwealth. 
And  then,  by  an  instrument,  under  his  own  hand, 
with  the  advice  of  hb  officers,  he  committed  the 
fupreme  authority  to  that  120  men,  July,  the  4th, 
165^.  They  were  to  fit  no  longer  than  till  the  3d 
of  November,  1654,  And  three  months  before 
the  expiration  of  their  feflion,  they  were  to  felecft 

an 


(     165     ) 

an  equal  number  of  others  to  fucceed  them  ;  whofe 
duration  was  not  to  exceed  a  year.  He  then,  by  way 
of  fpiritual  compliment,  affured  them,  he  had  not 
made  choice  of  one  perfon,  in  whom  he  had  noc 
the  good  hope  that  he  had  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
love  to  ail  faints.  Which  lain ts  were  thole  who 
had  fpread  defolation  and  bloodfhed  in  the  caufe 
of  rebellion  and  murdered  their  fovereign. 

This  aiTembly   refolved,  that   no  perlbn  ihould 
be  admitted  to  any  place  or  office  in  the  govern 
ment,  unlefs  the  parliament,  as  they  called  them- 
felves,  were  fatisfied   of  his  real  goodnefs,     Thefe 
3  20  elect  of  Cromwel  were,  in  derifion,  fometimes 
called  the  godly  parliament  j    at  others,  Praifegod 
Barebone's  parliament.      That  honourable  member 
was  a  felkr  of  leather,  a  fpeaker  of  fpeeches  -y  and 
no   lefs  formidable  than  the  unmerciful  Tommy 
Townihend.     It   was   the  opinion  of  thefe,  felecl: 
men,  that  Chrift   would  foon  defcend  to  reign  in 
England.  And,  in  order  to  purge  the  kingdom  of 
iniquity,  and  prepare  the  way  tor  him,  they  pro- 
poled  to  extirpate  all  parfons  and  lawyers;    to  ab 
rogate  all  laws,  and  badges  of  flavery  •,  to  fupprefs 
all  fchools  and  univerfiues,  as   heathenifh   inventi 
ons  •,    together  with  all  titles  of  honour  and   dil- 
tinctions  among  men  :   and  they  actually  proceed 
ed  to  abolifh  the  courts  of  chancery.     And  now, 
may  it  not  be  faid,  that  thefe  fanatics  had  made 
a  thorough  reformation,    whatever  might  become 
of  its  goalinefs  ? 

This  parliament  of  Praife-God  Barebones,  con- 
fifted  of  fuch  fools,  intentionally  felected,  to  anfwer 
Cromwel's  purpofes.  About  five  months  after 
they  began  to  fit,  they  had  rendered  themfelves  fo 
confummately  ridiculous,  that  Oliver  now  thought 
he  might  fafely  proceed  in  his  afcendancy  tofupreme 
Y  2  power, 
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power.  Accordingly,  it  was  moved  in  the  houfe, 
that  the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth  required 
they  fhould  fit  no  longer :  and  that  it  was  fit  they 
Ihould  refign  their  power  to  the  Lord  General. 
On  this  motion,  the  fpeaker,  with  many  of  the 
members,  repaired  to  Whitehall :  and,  by  a  writ 
ten  inftrument,  refigned  their  power  into  the  hands 
of  Cromwel.  Some  of  the  members  It  ill  remained 
with  Barebones  in  the  honfe.  Cromwel  never  did 
things  by  halves,  or  with  hefitation.  He  immedi 
ately  fent  White*  an  officer,  with  foldicr's,  to  the 
honfe  of  commons,  which  having  entered,  they 
demanded  to  what  intent  they  were  fitting  there. 
3*0  feek  the  Lord,  was  the  anfwer.  Pirn,  replied 
While*  the  Lord  has  not  been  within  thele  walls 
thefe  twelve  months:  and  then  turned  them  all  out. 

Lambert,  and  the  council  of  officers  alfo,  re 
figned  their  pretenfions  to  power,  and  declared, 
that  the  government  of  the  commonwealth  Ihould 
refide  in  a  fingle  perfon  •,  ancl  that  Oliver  Cromwel 
fhould  be  that  perfon,  with  the  title  of  Lord 
Protector  of  the  commonwealth  of  England,  Scot 
land  and  Ireland,  and  all  the  other  dominions 
thereunto  belonging. 

Cromwel  was  now  fole  fovereign  of  three  power 
ful  kingdoms,  without  either  lords  or  commons, 
to  incommode  his  undertakings.  Such  was  the 
refult  of  feeking  the  Lord  to  murder  their  king, 
and  of  liberty  of  confcience  to  fubvert  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Oliver  was  a  man  formed  by  nature  to  apply 
the  principles  of  thole  implacable  iectaries,  to 
perpetrating  the  deeds  of  that  fanguinary  a^ra. 
JHe  loft  not  his  time  in  fpeculative  defigns,  which 
mod  frequently  prove  abortive  ±  but  caught  occa- 
fjons  as  they  role,  dared  to  be  equal  to  what  they 
offered,  and  probably  attained  to  that  amazing  de 
gree 


gree  of  fovereignty,  becaufe  he  difcerned  not 
to  what  height  he  was  afcending  before  he  reached 
the  fummit.  Few  men  of  exalted  virtue  have,  at 
any  time,  been  capable  of  great  retaliation.  There 
have  been,  indeed,  numbers  of  them  poiTeffed  of 
paffive  fortitude  to  a  furpriiing  exctfs.  Thouiands 
with  the  utmoft  firmnefs,  have  died  martyrs  to  re 
ligion,  for  one  who,  by  active  virtue,  has  dared 
to  fave  his  country,  without  bting  animated  by 
the  interefted  ambition  of  acquiring  dominion  for 
himfelf.  Sovereigns  that  would  imitate  Oliver  in 
every  thing  but  his  crimes,  and  add  that  vigour 
to  deeds  of  righteoufnels,  which  he  imparted  to 
thole  of  iniquity,  would  be  the  bleffing  of  their 
people,  and  the  admiration  of  the  world.  Sub 
jects  expect  a  firm  and  active  adminiftration  in 
their  king.  And,  although  the  current  of  his 
reign  may  flow  in  one  continued  ilream  of 
tranquiiity  and  fmbothnefs,  even  the  uniformity  of 
that  happinefs  too  frequently  difpleafes.  Love  of 
fovereign  is  but  a  feeble  pafiion  in  their  fubjects.  If 
they  be  not  taught  to  fear  and  feel  for  their  tranf- 
greflion,  the  popular  influence  becomes  exube 
rant  ;  tumults,  fedition,  and  even  rebellion  itielf, 
(hall  attempt  and  fometimes  fucceed  in  dethron 
ing  a  virtuous  prince,  who  adds  not  a  vigorous 
exertion  of  authority  to  a  proper  mode  ot  im 
parting  beneficence. 

Oliver,  who  was  nov;  abfolute,  was,  neverthe- 
Hs,  too  well  inftructed  in  the  nature  of  mankind, 
and  the  principles  of  fanaticiim,  which,  at  that 
time,  difgraced  the  human  race,  to  exert  a  fove 
reignty  without  offering  an  oftenfible  object,  of 
uniting  others  in  the  fupreme  legiilative  power. 
Attended,  therefore,  with  a  fcrong  guard,  accom 
panied  with  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  the  lord- 
mayor 


mayor  and  aldermen  of  London,  he  proceeded 
from  Whitehall,  to  that  of  Weftminfter.  There 
he  received  that  writing  by  which  he  was  ainho- 
rifed  to  govern  the  three  kingdoms.  He  then 
took  the  oath  which  was  prepared  for  him  •,  and 
afifumed  the  chair  of  Mate,  with  putting  on  his  hat. 
7  he  commiffioners  then  delivered  him  the  broad 
feai,  and  the  lord- mayor  the  city  fword,  which  was 
immediately  returned  to  him. 

By  this  inftrument,  thefupremelegiflative  power 
was  lodged  in  the  protector  and  a  parliament.  The 
executive  in  him  and  his  council.  A  variety  of 
conditions  were  therein  inferted,  imparting  that 
regal  power,  in  many  inftances,  of  which  they  had 
deprived  the  late  king  and  limiting  it  in  others. 
All  which,  however,  was  ib  contrived,  that  he 
might  obferve  them,  or  not,  as  he  pleafed.  For 
none,  but  perfons  of  whofe  integrity  he  was  to  de 
termine,  were  to  conrlitute  that  parliament.  This, 
in  efFeft,  was  equal  to  a  nomination  of  the  mem 
bers.  He  was  obliged  to  call  them  together  but 
for  fix  months,  once  in  three  years ;  and,  during 
the  interval  of  their  fefilons,  he  and  his  council 
were  authorifed  to  enacl  what  laws  they  liked. 
Such  was  now  the  freedom  and  power  of  parlia 
ment  for  which  fo  much  blood  had  been  fpilt. 

The  office  of  protector  was  appointed  to  beelec- 
tive  and  that  by  the  council.  All  kinds  of  lefts  in 
religion  were  tolerated.  The  Roman  catholic  and 
church  of  England  were  profcribed.  He  was  then 
proclaimed  Protector  through  all  England,  with 
the  fame  folemnity  which  would  have  attended 
the  acceftion  of  a  king.  The  nation  was  taxe«i 
with  railing  a  revenue,  for  the  maintenance 
of  10,000  horie,  2o3ooo  foot,  and  a  confiderable 
fleet. 

Cromwei 


(     169    ) 

Cromwel  and  his  council,  by  an  ordinance, 
united  England  and  Scotland  in  one  common 
wealth  and  one  government*  The  parliament 
meeting,  and  entering  into  disputes,  relative  to  their 
right  of  aflembling,  and  of  the  inftrument  which 
conveyed  the  antecedent  powers  to  the  Protector, 
Oliver  came  to  the  painted  chamber,  fent  for  the 
members,  reprehended  them  for  their  infolence, 
placed  a  guard  at  the  door  of  the  houfe  of  com 
mons,  and  fufFered  none  to  enter  who  would  not 
fubfcribe  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Lord  Pro 
tector  :  and  that  he  would  neither  propoie  nor 
confent  to  alter  the  government,  as  it  was  fettled 
in  one  ptrrlon,  and  a  parliament.  Three  hundred 
of  them  iubfcribed  this  recognition,  in  a.few  days  ; 
and  Harriibn,  who  refilled  it,  was  taken  into 
cuftody  by  a  party  of  horfe.  The  houfe,  how- 
tver,  periilted  in  debating  .on  the  preceding  lub- 
jects  •,  but  voted  Cromwel  Protector  for  life. 
When  this  parliament,  not  cdrrefponding  perfect 
ly  with  the  views  of  Cromwel,  he  diffolved  them, 
after  a  ftflion  of  five  months. 

If  this  act  of  Oliver  be  compared  with  that  of 
Charles,  when  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
and  demanded  feven  rebellious  members,  it  will  ap 
pear,  that  the  king  required  that  to  be  done  to  which 
he  had  not  the  means  of  enforcing  an  obedience  -, 
expoled  his  weaknels,  and  invigorated  the  oppo-- 
fition  of  his  enemies.  Cromwel,  prepared  with 
force,  dared  with  firrnnefs,  intimidated  his  op 
ponents,  accomplifhed  hisdefign,  and  fecurcd  that 
fovereignty,  which  can  never  be  effectually  main 
tained,  but  by  the  application  of  fuch  power,  in 
proportion  as  the  circumftances  of  things  may  oc- 
cafionally  require  it.  He  knew  that  to  tr..-rt  to  a  war 
of  words,  in.  St.  Stephens  chapel,  would,  be  to  be 


undone.  He  and  the  council  now  fuppreffed 
the  publication  of  news-papers,  without  leave  of 
the  Secretary  of  ftate,  as  well  as  of  all  books  and 
pamphlets  unlicenfed.  Thus  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
was  lent  to  the  devil,  after  all  the  or  her  liberties 
which  the  fectaries  had  difpatched  before  it. 

Oliver  convened  a  new  parliamenr,  from  the 
three  kingdoms  to  meet  at  Weftminfter ;  but  he 
fuffered  no  member  to  enter  the  houfe  who  had  not 
been  approved  by  his  council,  and  had  obtained  a 
certificate  of  approbation  from  them.  Pack,  an 
independent  alderman  of  London,  propofed,  in 
the  houfe,  to  invefl  Cromwel  with  the  title  of  king\ 
and  it  was  carried  by  a  majority,  that  the  crown 
fhould  be  offered  him.  But  the  officers  of  the 
army  oppofing  with  menaces  the  accepting  of  that 
title,  Cromwel,  who  knew  when  to  perlevcre,  and 
when  to  relax,  as  the  power  of  arms  was  with  or 
againft  him,  with  prudence  and  hypocrify,  de 
clared,  he  could  not,  with  a  good  ccnfcience,  ac 
cept  the  government  under  the  title  of  king.  He 
w?.s  not  ib  bigotted  as  to  rifque  his  ibvereignty  for 
a  name,  or  to  lofe  three  kingdoms  for  a  mafs,  like 
James  the  ieccnd.  His  powers  of  proteclor  were 
enlarged.  They  authorized  him  to  appoint  his  fuc- 
cefibr,  and  fixed  his  annual  revenue  at  i, 300,000'. 
At  this  time  a  new  houfe  of  peers  was  created. 
Crcmwel  met  them  and  began  his  fpeech,  my 
lords,  and  you  the  knights,  citizens,  &c.  The  com 
mons  re-admited  their  excluded  members,  inveigh 
ed  againft  the  con fti tut  ing  of  a  houfe  of  peers,  and 
difputeed  the  protestor's  authority  to  convene  them. 
My  lord  Hewibn,  the  cobler,  and  my  lord  Pride, 
the  drayman,  were  peers  of  this  right  honourable 
houfe.  Cromwel,  in  this  houfe  refolved  to  fup- 
port  thofe  lords  he  had  made,  and  difiblvcd  the 
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parliament.  And  there  ended  every  proceeding 
relative  to  fuch  afTemblies,  during  Oliver's  lire. 
The  protcclor  died  the  next  year;  and  it  muil  be 
an  injullice  not  to  confefs,  that,  whilft  Oliver  alone 
poflcfTed  and  exercifecl  the  lupreme  authority, 
the  nation  was  revered  by  all  the  potentates  of 
Europe. 

Richard  Cromwel  was  now  proclaimed  pro- 
teclor ;  but  was  foon  depofed,  The  members  of  the 
long  parliament  returned,  to  the  number  of  forty- 
one.  Thofe  who  had  been  excluded,  in  1648, 
were  not  admitted.  Thefe  forty-one  publifhed  a  de 
claration,  that  they  would  ad  without  a  protector  or 
houfe  of  peers,  afTumed  the  fiyle  of  keepers  of  the 
liberties  of  England,  and  i filled  all  writs,  patents, 
&c.  in  their  names.  This  fag-end  of  the  com 
mons,  was,  in  deriiion,  called  the  rump.  The 
army  demanded  a  general,  and  (hare  in  "the  go 
vernment.  The  parliament  difmifled  Lambert, 
Delborough,  and  others.  The  foldiers  mutinyed. 
Lambert  met  the  fpeaktr  going  to  the  houfe, 
turned  him  back,  and  the  rump  was  again  difpe'rfed. 

It  was  the  army  that  row  afiumed  the  lupreme 
power,  and  chofe  Fleet  wood  their  general.  'They 
conilituted  twenty-three  men,  of  whom  the  great- 
eft  part  were  general  officers ;  and  indued  "them 
with  the  care  of  government  under  the  name  of  a 
committee  of  fafety.  The  committee  of  fafety  now, 
in  their  turn,  yielded  to  ihe  rump,  which'  again 
refumed  the  government.  They  appointed  a  coun 
cil  of  (late.  Monk  arrived,  the  fecluded  members 
met  him  at  Whitehall,  and  voted  him  general  of 
all  the  forces  of  the  three  kingdoms.  The  adt  alfo 
was  now  palled,  which  diflblved  that  houfe  of  com 
mons,  that  for  19  years  had  proved  ib  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  this  nation.  A  council  of  fta:e  then  at- 
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fuaied  the  government  of  the  realm;  and  Charles 
the  feconii  was  restored. 

Whoever  ihali  attentively  confidcr  the  principles 
of  thefe  fanatic  rebels,  xviii  certainly  difcern  that,  in 
civil  and  religious  fentts,  they  rccdTariiy  lead  to 
the  ddlruftion  of  all  the  conftitudonai  rights  of 
this  kingdom,  and  the  erecting  of  ddpotifm  over 
our  fouls  and  bodies,  ft  is  absolutely  indifputable, 
that  liberty,  both  civil  arid  religious,  were  buc 
mere  words,  by  which  the  people  were  conilantly 
unified  to  the  deftru&ion  of  their  own  happinefs  ; 
and  that  the  reality  of  obtaining  thofc  blefiings  did, 
not  at  any  time,  enter  the  imaginations  of  their  fe- 
dudive  enOavers,  or  once  appear  in  their  tran- 
factions.  During  this  term  of  nineteen  years,  op- 
preOlon  and  cruelty  difcriminated  all  their  par 
liamentary  ordinances  and  adions,  under  various 
modes  of  tyranny,  ifl.  The  two  houfes,  without 
a  king  and  bifhops.  2ti.  An  eternal  houfe  of  com 
mons,  or  oligarchy,  without  the  lords,  gd.  Crom- 
wel  and  a  council  of  officers,  4th.  A  protestor 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  nominated  and 
convened  by  his  orders.  Ath.  A  protestor  alone. 
6th.  A  protector,  and  a  houie  of  commons,  con- 
Ming  of  members  only  which  he  approved.  7th. 
A  protector  and  a  parliament  of  new-made  lords 
and  commons.  8th.  Richard  Cromwel,  protector, 
with  a  parliament,  jth.  Rump  parliament.  loth. 
Keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England.  1 1  th.  Lam 
bert  and  the  army.  1 2th.  The  rump  again,  ijtli, 
A  council  of  State. 

At  length,  after  multiplied  opprefllens  and  ag 
gravated  cruelties  had  been  relentlefsly  exercifed 
under  this  eternal  revolution  of  abiurd  forms,  and 
anarchical  tyranny ;  after  the  devaftation  of  the 
realm,  by  flanghter,  rapine,  and  fanatic  fury,  had 
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fo  long  reveJkd  In  full  career,  no  end  was  feen  of 
their  calamities  b»t  by  returning  co  that  -7<.-ry  form 
of  government,  which  they  had  ckUroyecL  Charles 
the  fecorul  and  the  conftitution  were  reftorcd  to 
gether;  an  event  which.,  although  at  prefent  it  be 
affectedly  treated  with  neglect,  is  undoubtedly 
equal  in  national  advantages  to  the  revelation. 
Uniefs  the  re-eftabiiiliaient  of  the  conftuudon, 
which  was  ablolutely  iubveytcd,  be  a  Ids  feliciry 
than  that  event  which  prevented  its  demolition. 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fecond,  the' 
fame  prdbyteran  ipirit  of  per&cution,  democracy, 
and  king- killing  prevailed  Popery  and  flavery 
\verecoii-ftantly  united  in  their  mouths,  which  never 
exiiied  in  the  realm.  Prefbytenanifro  and  liberty 
were,  In  like  manner,  conjoined,  that  never  dwelt 
together  And,  under  the  name  of  prote&ants,  they 
iniidiowfiy  connected  themfelves  with  the  church  of 
England*  againft  \vhidi  they  as  really  protefted 
as  againft  the  papal.  Thefe  gave  pretext  to  all 
their  iniquitous  intentions.  ID  confequence  of  this 
relentlefs  prefoyterian  ipirit,  the  prince  of  Orange, 
lord  Shaftelbury,  Ruilcl,  Sydney,  and  others,  en 
tered  into  a  confederacy  with  Titus  Oates?  Bedloe, 
and  fuch  perjurers,  to  forge  a  plot,  which  was, 
to  accufe  the  Roman  catholics  of  conipiring  the 
death  of  the  king.  The  fulled  difproof  of  what 
they  fvvore  was  of  no  avail :  and  a  number  of  in 
nocent  men  were  facriBced  on  the  infernal  altar 
of  prefbyterian  perfidy,  in  whofe  religion  regi 
cides  alone  arefaints.  This  forgery  not  anfwering 
their  defign,  the  fame  peribns,  with  Ferguibn, 
Rumbold,  and  others,  ail  prefbyteriias,  relblved 
on  the  ailaiTmation  of  the  king,  at  the  Rye-houJe, 
oa  his  return  from  Newmarket.  An  event,  totally 
Z  2  unforefeen* 
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unforefeen,  prevented  that  intended  murder  from 
being  carried  into  execution. 

James  the  iecond,  that  injudicious  bigot,  in- 
tending  to  abrogate  the  teft-act,  and  alike  admit 
papifts,  prefbyterians,  and  all  others  cf  the  fec- 
tarian  tribes,  into  all  offices,  both  civil  and  mili 
tary,  the  presbyterians  became  his  faft  friends, 
and  avowed  abettors  of  his  defigns  on  the  con- 
ftitution.  They  received  this  gracious  offer  with 
the  mod  profound  professions  of  loyalty  to  his  per- 
fon,  and  with  the  greateft  gratitude  for  his  goodnefs. 
In  their  addrelTes,  thanks  and  praiie  Were  accom 
panied  with  virulent  fuggeftions  of  what  they  had 
differed  from  the  church  of  England,  Jn  'thefe 
they  denominated  the  Roman  catholics,  their  bre 
thren  and  fellow  fufferers  for  conference  fake. 
;  Lob,  whom  Burnet  calls,(  an  eminent  man 
among  the  diffemers,  was  entirely  gained  to  the 
court,  and  adviled  the  king  to  fend  the  bifhops  to 
the  tower."  He  was  the  Father  Petre  of  the  fa 
natics.  At  the  fame  time,  "the  popifh  nobility, 
and  almoft  all  of  every  degree,  prefr-d  the  kino- 
earneftly  to  let  the  thing  fall."  Sunderland,  the 
new  and  occafional  convert,  for  one  reafon  ;  and 
Petre,  the  Jefuit,  for  another,  were  not  amono- 
the  difcreter  Catholics.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  with  fix  of  his  fuffrao-an 
prelates;  the  univerfiues  of  Oxford  and  Cam 
bridge;  the  ecclefiaftics  of  the  church  of  Eng 
land,  and  the  Tories,  by  open  and  honed  means, 
oppofed  the  king's  defpotic  defigns-,  whiUt  the 
Whigs,  by  fecret  intrigues,  invited  the  prince  of 
Orange  into  this  kingdom. 

The  revolution  was  thereby  effected.  And  yet, 
thefe  fedarian  crews  are  at  this  day  mod  audacbuOy 
ailbmingadegreeof  merit,  for  effectuating  that  very 
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revolution  which  they  oppofed.     Such  is  the  excefa 
of  confidence   and   falfchood  in  thefe   men.     No 
fooner   had   William   afcended    the    throne  of  his 
exiled  father,  than  thefe  very  prefbyterians  addrefled 
him  in. terms  of  equal  loyalty,  and  rejoiced  as  much 
in  his  elevation,  as  if  they  had  been  rhe  fole  means 
of  his  rile.  The  archbiihop,  and  five  of  the  bifhops, 
without  whofe   glorious  oppofition    William   had 
never  been   crowned  king   of  thefe   realms,  were 
deprived  of  their  lees,  and  reduced  to  live  on  their 
private  and   (lender  incomes-,    becaufe  they  dared 
not  to  trifle  with  their  coniciences,  reipeding  for 
mer  oaths.     At  the  fame  time,  a  part  of  their  ec- 
clefiaflical   revenues   might   eafily    and    ought   to 
have  been  referved  for  men  of  inch  integrity,  by 
appointing  coadjutors,    during  their  lives,  to  ofn-' 
ciate  in  their  dioccfes.       But   William   had  no  af 
fection  for  the  church  of  England.     Fie  was  con 
vinced,  from  the  murders  of  De  W7it,  in  Holland; 
from  their  fupporting,  by    perjuries,    the  forgery 
of  the  popifh  plot  ;  and  their  actual  confpiracy  to 
affaflinate  king  Charles  theiecond  ;  and  from  whar. 
he  felt  from  the  fame  principles  in  his  own  boforn^ 
that  the  prefbyterians  had  no  other  motives  to  their 
actions  than  felf-intere;l ;  and  that  they  would  fup- 
port  the  word  fovereign   that  ever  reigned,  when 
it   conduced    to   their    iniquitous    advantages,  to 
the  ruin   of  the   bed,  who  oppofed    them.     He 
therefore  indulged  them,   during  his  fitting- on  the 
throne;  and  although  he  had  iolemnly  conformed 
to  the  church  of  England,  he  kept  one  Carilairs,  a 
Scotch  prefbyterian,  to  be  his  domeltic  chaplain, 
to  whole  advice  he  paid  great  regard. 

It  is  an  obfrrvation  of  a  political  writer,  of  the 
mod  exalted  eminence,  that  Casfar  was  as  much 
a  greater  villain,  and  enemy  to  his  country,  than 
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Cataiine,  as  the  definition  of  the  Roman  liberties 
exceeded  the  intending  of  it.  The  fame  may  be  ap 
plied  to  the  prefbyterians  and  catholics,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  the  latter  did  never  intend  to 
fubvert,    but  always  fupported  the  conilitutioo, 
whilfl  their  religion   prevailed ;  and,  after  it  was 
exploded,  had  no  other  views  than  the  restoration 
of    their    church,     Btfides  this,    their    attempts 
were  feeble,  and  even  that  execrable  plot,  of  the 
5th  of  November,    was  undertaken   by  fourteen 
only,  unknown  to  all  the  others  of  that  religion ; 
from  which  time  they  have  lived  the  molt  peace 
able  of  fubjects,    uncomplaining  of   thofe  penal 
laws  which  it  ill  bang  over  them;  and  not  only  re- 
.fcind  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  but  are 
unchriftianly  fevere  in  the  civil  rights  with  which  the 
ie&aries  have  been  indulged.  Thefe  laws,  however 
requifite  they  might  have  been  at  their  inftituiion, 
are  they  not  at  prefent  a  difgrace  to  government,  and 
to  the  liberal  Jpirk  of  our  church  and  conrlhution  ? 
In  the  mean  while,    the  presbyterians,   during 
the  grand  rebellion,  man,  woman,  and  child,  were 
engaged,  with  all  their  powers,  to  iubvert  the  con- 
itkution  of  this  realm,  both  civil  and  ecdefiatltcal, 
and  effected  it;  for  whilft  the  men  were  fighting  in 
their  fanatic  oauie,  the  women  and  the  children  were 
ieeking  the  lord,  in  prayer,  for  that  fuccefs,  which 
deifroyed  their  rights  and   liberties,     i7rorn  that 
day,  to  the  prefent,  they  have  uniformly  perilled 
in  being  the  friends,  advocates,  and  promoters  of 
continental  con nect ions  ;    wars  for  alien  interciiSi 
augmenting  taxes  and  acxumulacing  debts.     They 
fupported  the  eltablilbrnent  of  a  ila&ding  army ; 
the  converting  triennial  intoftrptennial  parliaments; 
by  enadting  adts,by  iuftaining  parlianientary  corrup 
tion,  and  every  law,  which  they  now  pretend  to  ex 
ecrate; 
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ecrate,  becaufe  their  own  iniquities  and  rebellious 
aclions  have  rendered  it  impracticable  for  them  to 
be  discontinued,  without  the  danger  of  permitting 
them  to  effectuate  rheir  rebellious  purpoies. 

No  Jboner  was  his  prefect  majeity  enthroned, 
than  their  teachers,  either  becaule  the  annual  furn 
which  by  his  grandfather  had  been  given  among 
them,  was  diminifhed,  or  no  longer  paid.,  be 
gan  to  feel  their  confdences  again  grow  lender, 
God,  like  the  Diana  of  the  Ephtfians,  was  now 
once  more  to  be  ferved  in  their  own  way;  becaufe, 
by  that  craft,  they  had  their  wealth.  They  ihen 
returned  to  their  old  rebellious  practices.  The  king 
was  traduced  with  lefs  caufe,  and  more  enormity, 
than  ever  fovereign  had  known  before.  Popery 
was  again  aiTerted  to  be  coming  in.  The  articles 
of  the  church  of  England  grew  offenfive,  and  ap 
plication  to  parliament  was  made  to  have  them  al 
tered.  Tythes  were  jewifh,  popiih,  and  to  be 
abolifned ;  and  the  teil-acl  to  be  repealed.  All 
thefe  were  feditious  clamours,  excited  for  rea- 
fons  fimilar  to  the  preceding  in  their  rebellion 
againft  Charles  the  firft  ;  and  clamours  only  they 
can  be  juftly  deemed :  for  of  what  avail  is  the-ia- 
cramcntal  ted  to  keep  thefe  men  from  honours., 
polls,  and  places  ?  on  fuch  occafions,  were  the 
bread  as  large  as  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  and  did  the 
cup  contain  as  much  wine  as  the  great  tun  at 
Heidelberg;,  they  would  fwallow  every  grain  and 
drop  without  hefitation  or  a  wry  face.  At  the 
fame  time,  although  the  oath  of  allegiance  has 
been  taken  in  the  morning,  they  will  declaim 
againft  the  lawful  power  of  their  fovereign  before 
night;  and  with  the  facrament,  yet  within  them, 
execrate  that  very  church  to  which  they  had  fo 
folemnly  conformed.  Decide  then,  my  fellow 
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countrymen,  of  the  church  of  England,  whe 
ther,  from  the  hands  of  Roman  catholics,  or  of 
prefbyterians,  your  deftru£tion  be  moft  likely  to 
proceed.  Reflect  on  the  rebellious  acts  of  the 
Eoilonian  fanatics,  who  would  HP. pole  on  you  alone 
the  taxes  to  fupport  the  flare;  admire  and  applaud 
the  wifdom  and  thejufticeof  parliament  in  begin- 
ing  a  reformation  of  the  catholic  church  in  Canada, 
by  a  truly  chriftian  indulgence  of  religions  liberty  ; 
and  in  extending  the  loyal  fubjects  of  Quebec  be 
hind  thefe  reftlels  hypocrites.  Senfible  of  their  hap- 
pinefs  beneath  his  majeily,  they  will  be  ready  to  em 
ploy  their  arms  to  quell  rebellion,  whilft  the  prefby- 
terian  race,  who,  by  lying  calumnies,  ever  traduce 
their  ibvereign,  would  terrify  you  with  the  coming  in 
of  popery  and  flavery-,  feduce  you  from  allegiance, 
and  incite  you  to  arms.  Yetfuch  is  the  indifputable 
•fact,  that,  during  the  fourteen  years  in  which 
his  majefty  hath  reigned  over  us,  neither  this  king 
dom,  nor  any  other  ever  enjoyed  Jo  continued  aferies 
•of  felicity,  in  which  not  one  attempt  has  hitherto 
been  made  to  invade  your  property,  to  diminiih 
your  rights  and  liberties,  or  to  deftroy  the  lives  and 
treafure  of  his  fubjects.  And  to  the  refutation  of 
this  truth,  I  defy  all  mankind. 

Believe  not,  therefore,  that  your  king,  who  is 
eminently  dignified  with  every  virtue  of  Son,  Fa 
ther,  Kufbarid,  Brother,  Friend,  whofe  acts  pro 
nounce  him  merciful,  and  by  whom  all  your  com 
plaints  have  been  removed,  as  far  as  his  authority 
can  extend,  can  ever  entertain  an  idea  that  may 
tend  to  lefTen  your  felicity,  or  prevent  its  improve 
ment. 

At  the  fame  time,  be  confident  that  the  men  of 
thefe  days,  who  are  actuated  by  like  principles 
with  thole  rebellious  fanatics  of  Charles  the  firft, 
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whofe  fouls  are  fraught  with  every  vice,  will  con 
vert  religion  to  their  inftru;nent  of  iniquity,  to  fe 
duce  you  to  rebellion,  and  to  promote  the  triumph 
Of  their  defpotiftn  Appeal  to  your  own  fenfations, 
and  you  (hall  find,  that  their  fcditious  arts  can 
mean  but  to  delude  you  to  their  nefarious  and  in- 
tercftcd  purpoles,  by  erecting  their  dominion,  and 
eftabUihing  your  flavery,  which  their  anceftors  fo 
perndioufly  accomplifhed.  Havenot  the Jefuits, who 
entertain  principles  lefs  pernicious  to  government, 
and  whofe  aftions  bear  no  comparifon  in  iniquity  with 
tho.e  fedarians,  been  juftly  expelled  from  almoft 
the  realms  of  Europe  ?  exert,  therefore  my 
countrymen  your  indignation  againft  fuch  Jnfi- 
dious  and  deftrudive  villainy.  Rouze  from  your 
eduftion  ;  and  manfully  proceed  to  every  aft  of 
loyalty  to  the  belt  of  kings ;  to  the  prefervation 
t  your  rights,  liberties,  conftitution  and  country. 
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